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truth and error in the exercise of our own he a generalilesminir. Should any Christian
reason, the Bible would become useless as a devomination refune to co-opete in this
b as a fountain of authoritv, a.d we might work, or discottnter.nce, in the slighten de-
coIsistently oppose its free circulation in its gree, the circulation of the Scriptttres, it could
isiuiple state. liBt, if we -hold it to be pure take no course mort calculaied 10 injure itseif
anid perfect, then it is right to organize a and suhject its principles to suspicion. Every
society to circulate it, pure and bimple, in the one would at once infer that sone divergence
,world. had taken place between tbe principles of that

While conmuentaries, critical works, notes partv and the plain and ohvious teachingr of
and explanations, are proper and useful in tie Word of God. What a fine effect is thus,
teir owMn place, )et, if any one should main- 1w tiis Society, produted upon the Christian

tain that the me'sage of Ond must not be Church 1i'he sharp spiri of sectarianism is
circulated without a conimentary, then he modified, the nutual asperities engendered
nitst thsink tie nessae imperfect. Hfe must by denoininational rivalry are rubbed down,
think that tie words of God require to ie and Christians are led ta cherish kindlier

hpplemented bv the wvords of inan. Should sentiments tnwards each other. At the
any one allege that the Scriptures are so ah- meetinis of aIl the Branches nfthis Society
stiuse and obtscure that a human accompani- throughout the worid-from the banks.of the
ment is necessary to explain them to the pen- Ganges, onward through Asia. Africa, Europe
pIle, then, wt- reply that this is so far from and Ametica, to the shores ofBritish Colum-
being the casw, thtat their matter and expres- bia-Christian love bursts the barriers by
sion are sutih as to render them singruilarly ich, at ail other times, it is confined, and
accessible tu tie mind of man in all lau- Christians, feeling its warm tide, rush from
guages, ail counitries, and atl ages; and, if their separate provinces, shake h.nds as
this were the case, such an opinion would be bretbren, and cry: Let us ail combine fa
an attack upon inspiration, for unsuitableness circulaing that Book wbich fa the test of ail
is i-pperfection. Should any one maintain our principles, and shah one day purge away
thàt the 'Seriptures are suitahle for certain the dros, and combine the sons of men in
-classes alone-classes possessing education one holy brotherhood, te be perfected in
and intelligence, we reply : iohere and tbho is glnry.
to draw the line? Moreuver, this suppsi- iis is a fine thing, and the advantage of
lion also is at variance with the claims of in- it can only be properly understood by con-
spiration, because contrary to the professions ceiving, in the present divided condition of
of a book which addresses its message tdthan the Church, a totally different state ofthings
as man. and claims for its readers the human -a state in which the various denominations
race. Moses addressed the whole people: of Christians would be so wedded to their
'the prophets addressed the whole house of particular views that they could not be in-
'Jsrael: Jesus spake to the multitude-: the duced to combine for the circulation of the
îpastles, feeling themselves debtors to Jew I sîncere rilk of the Word;" but, on the
and Gentile, addressed them indiscriminately other hand, were circulating, in reality, bible&
in public and in private: and if there were a of their own-îhat is, bibles like the Douay,
single book of Scripture ta which such a lim- [and even the faptists bave attempted this],
ited view wouid be applicable, it would be wherein, by accompanying notes, a particular
the b->ok of Revelation, which lias puzzled interpretation was put upon the text, 10 suit
al!'interpreters, but this is the only book to the views of eacb. Even in preseat circum-
the perusal of which a blessing is expressly stances, the bectarian spirit of the Churches
attached : " Blessed is he that readeth the is characterized by a most lamentable vio-
words of the prophecy of this book." The lence; but, in the circumstaoces we have
circulation of the pure Word of God is a supposed. there is reason ta believe that the
mode of operation that is justified by the Christian world would present a mat awful
claims of an inspired, pure and perfect book, spectacle. Christian denominalions would
and can only he inpugned vith consistency appear like 80 many different kingdoms, go-
by those who are the enemies of the ouiblé$ verned by different laws, reglaîed by a dif-
or those who wish, by means of a commenta- ferent policy, pursuiog toîafly distinct ob-
ry, to dictate or becloud the gense, and, in jects, and moving in a constant ri'alry as
reality, for their own selfish objtcts, circulate their natural element. ihey should have
anot.er Bible-a human message vith a di- nothing in comnon, and they would certainly
vine stamp. fee! Ibat they had noîhing in common. Their

By conining its labors to the Word of nominal stale would be a state of warfare,
God alone, the British and Foreign and, in Ille passions of he hour, their com-
Bible Society sectires the cooperation of aIl mo origin, CImmon objecta, ani commot
Christian denominations. As ail build their destiny, would be forgotten. Xvt ab!@ te
views upon the Scriptures--a aIl profess t associate in the circtlaoion o? the Word of
hold the principles laid dowrn by Chilling- God, they could associate in nothing else.
,worth, that " the Bible, and .he Bible alonie, The Christian religion would bu a curse, in-
is -the religion of Protestants," they must sîead of a blessing, te society. No publie
'hld the circuslation o? the Word o? God te. -eaure could b carrfed, and n geter iulf-
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