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PRIVATE BILLS.

theB Legislature," whatever may be its'

Provisions and howevem their insertion
Ifay have *been obtained, must at al

enets emain in force for the traditional
ccYear and a day" without the possibiity
Of arnendment or medmesa, it is not too

ruch to ask that this "«transcendent
Poirer " should not be rashly, 'hastily, or
'I'bitmamily exercised, and that before a

Pli'vate bil is submitted for the assent of
the LieutenantGovemnor some tribunal
ehOuld exiet for detemmining-(1) That
a»l flautio-~ -whnaA interests mav -be affected
a

PT

'hall have had due notice of the enact- ai
nlt and of its provisions ; and <2) That i

Ilose provisions should themselves be p
~orisistent with equity, good sense and ti

'hBreat of the law.
In theory both of these requirementsI

are5 fully met and answered. The firet, s
4Y the appointment of a committee, i

called the Committee on Standing Orders,
Who0se duty it is to see that due notice,(
111 the manner directed by the miles of t
the Hlouie has been given for six weeksJ
b6fore the introduction of the petition for
1aIY private bll; and the second by theI

PI!actice of referring ail those bis firs9t to
8- Corumittee specially charged with their
Couisideration, and afterwards examining
thea in Committee of the whole House.

In practice, however, these wholesome

regulatj 0ns are seldom carried out in
5 Pirit, although the letter may seldom be
"ilDIated. The questian of due notice is,
'We fea-r, determined in mostcases, not by
tlhe Committee on Standing Orders, but
by the Clerk of Private Bills, and if that

gentleman found it not incompatible with
t'l duties of his office to be absent from
Can1ada during a large part of the last

sesion of the Legisiature, it may be in-
fer'e.j that too much time is not devoted
to the determination of a question most

e8mential. to the full and faim considemation
of Private IBils.

Again dnring a recent Session of Par
lnt the control of the Private Bis

»nrnittee wau entrusted, to a young and
omising supporter of the Administra-
on who had only been admitted as an
ttorney a few weeks pmevious, and who,
ough doubtlesa destined to take rank
*the future as a leading politician,

,uld scarcely be expected to, pssess as
et either the age or the pamliamentary
Kpemience mequired for a post 80, import-
rit. It may be in consequence of this
ose method of procedume that such bill

B the Toronto Watem Works Amendment
cet were introduced last session without

ny notice whatever having been given
ithe Ontamio Gazette or ini any local

ape-and in direct defiance of a rule of

he Houses that Townships have been
grouped" for bonus by-laws in several

tailway Acte of the past three or four
essions without notice either to their
nhabitants or te, their municipal councils;
ýnd that during the last session an Act
38 Vict. cap. 50) was paased, incorpora-

ing a Company for the construction of a

W~iway "«from some point on Lake

)ntario to some point on the Georgian
Bay " without any opportunity being
iffomded to the Northemn, or the Toronto,
Grey & Bruce Railway Companies to ses

that their vested rights were not inter-
fered with.

Some of these cases-aud othiers could

easily be given-may serve as instances,

where the «"soilemn act" of the legisla-

ture has hamdly been characterized by

that equity and good sense which might be

hoped for in the highest tribunal of the

Province, but there are others, the pecu-

liar provisions of 'which will only become

known te the world by the criticisms of

a perpiexed and long suffering ]3ench.

One of these peculiar Acte came up for

discussion befome Mr. Justice Gwynne a

short time since, upon an application for a
rnandatnu8 by a Railway Company, incor-
porated, in 1874 with power te constmuct

a moad " fmom or nsai, the town of Barrie,

or some other point on the Uine Of t/aG


