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nithouffla vonstrained ta continue in a
statu Di* separation, to cultivate and main-
tain a feeling of christiats kindncss to-
wards the otiser.

lVhen tise Reply speaks of the imipor-
tance ef unity amongr Citristians it spcaks
of* what every Chiri'stian admits, and of
wvhat, there is nso reason to doubt, every
inenbe.r of' the Free Synod of Nova Seo-
tia feels. Tise authors oif that document,
tiiereibre, have no rifflit ta say, as they
do %vitis an evident reL3ressce te the
Free Churcîs, "1We sincureiy regret
that Gur efforts liasae nol been reciproca-
led l>y othcrs." Thse circumstanee that
parties inay foc!l themselvcs constraitied
ta keep in a state of separation froin
others, is, in itself, iso evidence cither
that they do not feel thse importance of
tsnity awong Christians, or that they
inake no eflbrts towards its attainment.
Mis unity cannot exist but as the result
of an antecedent union witls Christ-a
olieness of iisind witis his; and thoe
brethren thenss4elves admit "lthat abuses
inay uniiappiiy exîst in thse church 'vhicb,
nuL only warrant but detnand a separa-
tion.» In connexion with this admis-
ston, they illustrate thse views which they
s-utertain of thse cases in wbieh separa-
tion is warrantable, by certain passages
cf Scripture, which they apply ira sucha
way as shiows that they have no very
accurate or weil snatured views on thse
subject. Their position is that we are
4. cijoincd te receive into our communi-
on as fellow Chribtians, those who,
though tisey nsay diller from us rc-gard-
izsg muiner points of faith or practace, are
ina other respects unobjectiotiable ;" assd
tIse proof which. they brinîg in support
ot titis position is Rom. xiv. 1-3,J5. xv.

1 Cor. viii. ix. L~et these brethren,
liowever, look a littie more closeIy into
thse passages wlsieh tliey have quoted,
and they can scarcely fail to sue that
they, do net in thse slightest degrte bear
upon the objeet wlsich they bave in
view. It is true, thse Apostie, in the
cases refierred to, recommsends mutual
Ibrbearance; but it was not upon thse
gnround tisat the matters involved were
Ilminor points of religion," but because
ina reality they invol'ved noa religious
point whatevcr. TIse time was wheni
tise indiscriminate use of mecats, and tihe
neglect of particular days, ILminor
pointe" tbough they may be in thse eyes
of the brethren, wouid, by thse express
appoiatment of God, have'subjected tihe
Israelitcs to exclusion from religious or-
dinances. That law, howevcr, ivas la

langer binding wiaen tise Apostie wrcte;
aithougli the Clivist4an Churcis did lot
ali at once understand its own lib.ertics.
Even tIse Apostie Peter tlsought lsimself
still bound b)y its autitority, when, (Acts,
x. 13, 14,) ina asswer te tIse calI Riâe,
Peter; kîill and eat," lie said -Not se,
Lord; for I have never caten any ting
that is common or unclean." But the
voice which three times told him," 44Vbat
Gcd hatia cleasssed, that cal! asot thou
common," prepared hum for unalerstaasd-
ing his duty iii reti2rence to Cornelius,
alla was iii faut an intimations that tise
ceronioniai iawv was uowv abrogated. Aï
it wvas by degrees, however, that t'sis
!ight brokze in tapon the church, it inait
be found that wisile one suait believMs
that hoe night uat ail tiigs; aniothsa,
being %veak, would eut lserbi; one msan
might lesteetu one day above atiother;
anosiser utight esteecm every dity alike.
lit was wia respect to cases sucli as
these, ina whicis thse divine apî>eiatmesas,
whieh at one time bad establishied a dif-
ference, hAd been witdtrafli, assd il%
which the church was ina a transitiona
state consequent ujaon this witladrawai,
that thse Apostie sal s, Il Let net hint that
eateth despise Isia that eateth îlot ; ana!
let flot bita wbich catetis not judge bina
that eateth: for God Isatis received bim."
Do the brethre.n really- ituagiss that uiste
Apostie could have îssed languagu suis
as this, had., for instance, tise eleventls
chapt4er of Levitîcus beets stil! thse Iaw
ot the Churcli ?

Tise case ivas simihar with respect te
thtitgs offured its sacrifice te iduls. The
Aposfle Paul, and aaay christians ira
his day Isesides, kiiew Il thsat as idol is
iiothiing iii thse %orld, and tisat there is
noase etiser Goi! but aile :" nda tisat ie
eould not thereiere lbe po!lsted by Allais.
!y eatitsg of~ tsait %vigie h othiers its tltctr
sgtieratsce inigist hsave .illercai inî savriicsi
ta those wlso were no gods But lie
knew aise tisat "1,thero is iset ini every
muan that knowiledlgo;" and tisat soassé
niit feel as if îhtuy theusselves Nvould
be involved ira tise sin otf idolatry were
tbey te pariake of such food fIe wvaraas
thiose thorefore who were enlightenedt,
aasd who knew tiseir libertv, te take
care lest by ait inj udicious use of thei î
liberty ina particular circunsstances tIsey
might, by the mere influence of~ their
exaînjîle, draw into an imitation or tîseir
conduet those wvho were not yet convias-
ced that thse tbing in, itself %vas Iawfi;
and wbo would thsîs stand self coslen-
eu], as doîss- wliat tlta'v liviieved te be a


