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DANGER IN TJsEoF TANiKs FoR DRINK [NO WÂTER.-Â friend
taises the question whether there is really any serions objection
to using the water from household tanks for drinking and culi.
nary purposes. If the tank is frequently cleaned and la pro.
tected from the accesa of sewer-gas and other contaminations,
aqueduet or rain-water wiIl not suifer from being temporarily
kept in it ; but since in fine cases out of ten the danger of con.

taiations wilI not be sufficiently guarded against, t he discreet
honseholder will make it a rule not to use the water fromn the
tanks for drinking if it can possibly be avoided. Analysis has
sometimes shown a considerable degre of contamination in
water, even when the tank, supplied by an aqueduot, had been
cleaned a week before ; and in no cas should a tank be allowed
to go uncleaned for more than three munths. The water as it
flows through the aqueduct pipes carrnes more or lesa impure
matter along with it, which settles to the bottom. of the tank.
The amount mai not be sufficient to affect seriously the quality
of the water as drawn directly from the pipes, but its accumula-
tion in the tank may be injurions if not dangerous. Then,
agail, if the tank is usedto supply a water-closet, or if the over-
flow, as la often the case, communicates directly with a soil-pip
the water may be contaminated in that way. This has happened
in more than one instance reported by sanitary authorities, and
.probably in thousands of instances not reported flot suspected.

~he chief use of a tank where the water supply is by aqueduct in
te prevent trouble with hot-water apparatua if the supply lu teom.
porarily cnt off ; but it la rarely the case that such interruption
continues se long as to render it necessary te use the water frous
the tank for culinary purposes. At any rate, it shou]d be thua
used only in cases of absolute necessity.-Boston Journal of Ckem.
istrl,.


