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grouped together in classes, oacli one is stiniulated te put forth
more effort and to do botter wvork than lho wouId wero each wvor-
ing atone.

Thoro is another beiiefit derivod from our common sehool that
wo must net overlook. It is a miniature world, wI±ero oach must
take bis place and play his part as best hoe may; learn to hoe bis
own row, without askingfavors. SIcholars, bya:ssociating togcthor,
learn te, form a justor esti mate of' themselves, and if this estimato
is net always in thoir own favor, so niucli the botter. An English
nobleman tells a story upon hinseif aftor this fashion: Il 1 had
nover beon in a school-room until 1 was twelve years; old, wheii 1
was sent to, Eton. Soon aftor arriving 1 wont out into the play-
ground dressed liko a cock sparrow. In a fow minutes a boy
came upl to, me and askod my naîne; I answored 'IHenry Vance
Viscount Southam, son to Lord Ca.stier-ouigl.' He looked at me
a moment, took me by the collar and kicked mie three times, say-
ing as hoe did so, 'One, for Southam and two for Castler-ough-I.' AM
the prestige of rank xvas kickcd ont of me, and I learned te stand
on my own footing. It was a good losson, and ne toacher could
have imparted it botter."

Our common sehool education is the foundation upon wbich ail
higher oducation must bo buit. The botter the fotindatioii the
botter the superstructure. So wvo seec that it is of the utinost imn-
portauce tliat the toucher-.s should bo tlioreughly fitted for their
werk, and they sliould makze oach scholar a special study, so as
te, impart instructioni in sueli a vay as te brin- out the best that
is iii him.

I remarked tint our common schools are the only ones frein
whichi nine-tenths of the boys and girls wvil1 evor graduate. iBut
their influence and teaching is largely supplomented and aided
by the noevspaper, the pulpit, the public lecturer, books and
magazines, Chautauqua reading clubs; ail tiiese, and inany more
1 mîght mention, tend te stir intellectual activity and te
broadon the field of gen or-al knowledge among ail classes, se that
wo ini the United States probably surpass any other nation on
the globe in amount of general kýnowl-ýdge amnong, the masses.
But we lack dofinite scientific knowledge combined with mechan-
ical skflt and training in the varieus departments of productive
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