
THE T1EACHING OP NUMBER AS RATIO.

tical skill or power that could be traced back to the Grube
grind in the lirst and second school years ? Who nowv re-
grets to see the method retiring t'rom the primary sehools
which it has so long possessed9

The forcing of youngr children to do prematurely what
they ouglit not to do until they are older, resuits in what
Dr. ilarris calis " arrested development," and whether this
be due to exhausted power or burnt-out interest the resuit
is always fatal to future progress. The colt that is over-
speeded and over-trained when Iwo yearî, old, breaks nto
records at six. The saine is truc in the training of youug
children. There is such a thing -as too inuch trainingr in
primary grades, an over-developrnent of the mental powers,
especially of the thoughlt l)owers, iucludingr the reason. A
littie child mnay be deveioped into a dullard. More natural
growth and less forced. developments would be a blessing
to thousands of youiig children. It is flot what thf-. child
caz do at six or seven years of age that setties questions of
prirnary training, but what lie ougkrtti to do-i. e. what is best
for him to, do at this stage of school progress.

The position lias neyer, to mnv knowledge, beeiî question-
ed that the pupils in our schocdls pass through as they go
Up i11 the grades, iliree quite dlistinct psycltie pkauses-a pri-
mary phase, an intermiediate phase, and a scientilie phase.
A clear recognition of these phases, with their characteristic
activities and attainînents, has resulted ini frititful reforms
ini sehool instruction, especially ini prirnary grades. The
tendency just nlow ini sorne schools is to, go back to, the
theory that an infant is a littie man capaible of causal rea-
soning, logrical inferences, and philosophie inisigýhts ; that lie
canl not only understand, but appreciate the highest litera-
turc !

For one, I arn vcry thankful that I was not forced, when
an infant, over these elaborate 1'developrnent " courses: that
when a child I was peruiitted "1to think as a child," and
was flot forced to think as a philosopher.

A few montbs since, I witnessed sorne number exercises
in first and second grades in a western city. The drill in-
the second grade (carly in the grade) was called a "percent-
age exercise," though there wras not a trace of a percentage
proccss in it, the only hint in this direction being the word
" per cent " at the begriuninig of eaeh exereise and repeated
at the close. The pdpils recited frorn a writtcn chart with


