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EXýi-TRAOTS FRONI THE A .NUAL REPORT 0F TllJi BRITISH AND
FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.

SYRIA AND PALESTINE.

SYtAu.-Inl spite of the inveterate jealousy of rival demnoninatienis and the
tyr.uîiiy e:lelcised by .Juiisli Rabbis,a:nd Rf nnîsh and GÏreek occlesiastics, the
1htloturs of Christiani men axî'l wvoien iiidsuiiîtu tie [Liy Seriptures,
p)reIiing the (4ospel, and establishiing schorols and colgsfor buolî sexes,
have prudticed apowerful ciThut. Su widecly lias educatioa b2cni spread, thaLt
the .Jestuits, fiiuding they cau no Ion ter maiuitdtn their groiuid by siinply de-
nouilncing,,Y ail Protestant boîoks, have feit conýitrainedJ tu prepare what they
repre i1t tu be a more correct Arabie versioni cf the Bible. The issues fromi
the dep'ôts at Beyrout and Damiascus have heeni 1,130, and the circuilati,)n by
Itisq Butros, the L-.3banion colporteur, lias been 144, înakingt a total of 1,274,
or 252 :ibove the figuires of 1875.

0f the snmall deptIt openedl reccntly at Bethleem, the Rev. S. Müller gives
an mntresting accomrit.

"'lie depôit is a iieetitng-place for co'wversation and readingr un Divine
thiiugs. Pi-sts, botli Greek- and Armnenian, corne to read and te buy ; but
thec Romnishi cier- are our ducideid fous, aîîd our Bible depôt is the grocatest
tlwrn iii their side. Turkish soidiers uccasionally step iii to read or hear the
Word of God, aud during last iiicuîth a Yusbashi caai)camie frequelitly
aiid read the Seriptures, and seemîîcd imucl iiîupre8sed. The people in gen-
oral are exceedingly suiissive te their ciergy, and have littie desir-ý te judge
fur thiemmselves. Lt is liard to induce the natives to buy the Seriptures ; stili
the young are beginiing tu do so, and amo'îg-st t'le i-est a youn.g Greek womuan,
iwliuse liusl)and is a Romnan Cathulie. Munks, teachers, commuon peuple anid
pilgrimis of ail confessions, thon gl rarely of the Rcmiisl Chutrcli, coi tu read
oi hear, aiid occasionally to purcliase. The lieads of the Roman Catîxolie
inouastery warn their peopîle aýgaiinst the Bible depôt ; still it is visited the
more, -and the Wor-d cf Gud is r2ad and listenied to."

hii the North a hrighfter scelle -.presents itself. Noîtliwithstaniding the
iiiiser.tled state uf tlîe coiintryv, prejudices are Ibrekiiu, duwn, the confidence
iii ()Id suiperstitionis begins to fail, and the Sci-iptures are mnore ini demand.
Thus at Tiberias the c(olporteur Antoii soid 24 copies wliere forrnerly hie could
flot hiave dsposed of as îu1any gratis.

" Ho appoars diîriii- the past year te have liad more conversation thanl
usial with the Jews cf Safed and Tiberias, and reports they were înuchel struci;
iwith lis exposition of Isajali vii. 14, forotoiling the iiniraculous birth of the
Lord .jestis. atid expressed a wish te have a nnission<.ry te reside amnoig thien.
Onue of their Rabbis too, said, 4 The Protestants liave great advantage over u,,
;- 'r they ailow every pour Jewvat ail timies and under ail circuinstanicos to read
týic Bible ; whereas I cannot tcuch our sacred books unless after certain
purifications?"

EGYI'T.

Your %v'rtlhy depositary at Aie--andria-, Mr. Kirby, says tiîat the pust year
lias iot been one of famine of the WVord of God. Tlioughi commercial depres-
sioi lias obliged ail classes te econoi-nize, and has throwni eut Df ompîcyment
go)verneses, artisans, and doinestie servanits, yet the sales cf Seriptures have
iincreasodl by 481 volumes up(>n the issues cf 1875.

lieni Dr. Themupsun -%as in Egypt ia yearle~a ksdt bev
liow dueplv the vari' uis mnissions seemcd te ha;îe struck root. The erection
of imiisqion promnises ao, eachi cf the stations betokened net only present
prusperîty but f.aith in the permanence of the Nvork, antl a fixed purpese


