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sure I nov anticipate at some future tirne. At
present, I have only to congratulate you on
your safe arrivai homo, and trust to, see you
occupy in society that erninont position which
your talents and education have fitted you to
adora."

IlNay: you give me too, much honour," said
Langdon in reply; "la brighter destiny is in
store for you than for me, and it only requires
the exercise of seif-roliance, assurance and
energy, on your part, to insure you success in
whatever you undertake. But as for me, I
have built cbaracter on a bad founidation, ani
the props have alinost fallen; - but, thank
Hea.ven! buman nature is not wholly evil,-
there is a leaven of the good left, which we in-
heri±ed fromtparadise, and 1 shall try to improve
on that. Ah!1 weil does Tennyson sing-

Sef-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control:
These three alone lead life to sovereign power 1"1

As ho spoke, one could not fail to observe
the tone of sineerity in which these words were
uttered, and it vas plainly evident to Mark-
ham, who watched the expression of hie pale
countenance, and marked the change in bis
manner, that, henceforth to, him, life would be
no idie play, or bright romantic day drear,-
but one of earnest labour and duties faithfuhly
performed.

Markham spoke a few word8 of encourage-
ment and hope, and, bidding him good night,
hastily left the roorn.

Once more in his solitary chamber, hoe sat
down and began to reflect on the various events
of the day. To hlm. it had indeed been an
eventful one-the moat eventful, probably, in
the vbole course of bis life. Nover bofore bad
ho been se impressed with the solemn duties
of life as on this day. Disappointment and
aorrow had sent their keenoît sting,-while
hope shed but a glimmering and momentary
light. Proud, tensitive and reflective, hoe had
always been anidous to occupy a high position
in the city in which. ho dvelt; but to-day, on
hearing bis lois dvelt upon as an idie tale, and
hie naine passed from, mouth to, mouth, bis
pride and ambition were toucbed. Ho feit thon
keenly, that adversîty cornes not vithout its
louions, and that humiliation teaches far more
than the foolish parasite of proporty, sloth and
luxurious ease can ever know. Wealth has
its devotees, who crovd around the shrine of
mammon, and there are those who sacrifice
healtb, virtue and love to its external. forms of
influence and power; but lot the young take
care that avanice and selfisbnoîss sap not the
foundations of their character, or that the world
growa not too mnueh with them.

Markharn sat fer a longtime apparently in
the deepest thouglit, nov and again running
hie hand through the thick massaes of dark
brown bair, that shaied hi. brad intellectual
brov. At last hoe rose from his seat, and,
lighting a cigar, commenced te, amoke; but it
vas plsinly evident frorn his nervouseos, and
fltful abstracted manner, that bis mnd vas not
et eue.

IlIt is very singular," ho murmured, Ilthat
1 have soon nothing of Valdemar since the losa
of the vessel. 1 cannot conceivo bow it is ho
should have neglocted sendiug me word, eithor
by note or by messongor, concerning this hated
business. 1 arn getting more impatient than
over to learn the particulars of this affair, and
shall certainly have a strict investigation on
the morrow. I seem alroady to have a duli
presentiment of coming ovil that ail bas not
gone voil; in fact I begin te have some mis-
givinge of mind concorning hirn, and very mnch
doubt nov the proprioty of having entrusted
the care of a vessel to one I had 50 irnperfoctly
known. Hlowever, I shall 500 to-morrow.-
Heaven forbid that I should accuse any one
wrongly, withoutbhaving sorne indubitable proof
of evil intended or actually committed! "

Markbarn, as hoe sat thus meditating, had
more bopeful thoughts and brighter visions to
beguile the few moments before retiring for the
night, than those upon which bis mmnd had just
been dwelling.

To Venetia his thoughts had, even in coin-'
pany with his friend Langdon, often recurred.
Ho thought of bier nov, not as she appeared in
the simple days of bis boyhood-a girl with
slight, graceful forrn, timid and shy in mannor
-but as a voman, grown witb a wornan'a keen
tastes and perceptions, and possessing an edu-
cated and reflned mind.

He dvelt ini fancy on the pleasure hoe would
feel at soeing bier again-in conversing with
hier on the old joys and pleasuros of their early
youtb, and in listening te, the tones of bier soft
and tender voice. Old melodies rang in bis
ear - tender associations, linked with love,
threv a brigbt halo on the past, and it seerned
that the memory of these icones vero refresh-
ing and dear te, his soul: like a luxuriant
flowery oasis, ainid the sterilo vastes and bar-
ren tracts of the past1

Thus musing, in the solitude of huis chamber,
witu bis massive bead resting on bis arm, and
the fuit dying fire nov and thon casting its fit-
fui gleam of light on bis pale and pensive face,
vo vil beave hlm to his repose, conscious that
adversity of whatever kindvwill test the strength
of bis character.

CHÂPTER III.
In the cold light of a February rnornlng the

tvo friendi wended their way to the station.
There vas a miity appearance in the atmos-
phere, vbich the sun,-Ihovever soon dispefled,
snd as they passed the broad but leserted park,
vhich in summer is clotbed vith luxuriant foui-
age, tbey did not fail te observe the crystal
tracery of frost on the rugged branches of the
trees, vbicb glittered beneath the iun'a bright
raya, prosenting a icone of fairy-like enchant-
ment and boauty.

Langdon's appearance vas qu.ito prepossesi-
ing, boing elegantly attired in a nov suit of
fashionable colour, vhich gave him quit. a dis-
tinguished and aristocratie look, cQnupared to
Karkbaai' plainr and sombre gab. £V»ry.


