AvousT 18th, 1886.)

A

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN,

541

The Presbytery would not overlook the fact that while ‘
you have hed many of the comforts of life, and much to en-
courage you in your ministerial labours, ﬁ'ou have not been
without your cares and troubles and afllictions 3 but they
would bear witness to the spintt of meckness and resigna.
tion with which you have been enaliled to bear them, and
they would trace the abuadance of the grace of God toward
youin the cheerfulness you have maintained and exemplified
under them all, .

Verily you can say that Gud has been yuur refuge and
your strengith, and a very present help in trouble.

For sume years you have been laid asude, in the all-wise
Providence of Guil, frum the cares and labours of a stated
pastoral chargre. Yet your Jot is still in ' midst of those
to whomn at one time you ministered buth in the pulpit and
elsewhere, and who have a place in your Chiistian affection
and iiterest frum the official relativnship o them which you
sustained.  But the Lord of the vineyard has not laid you
aside from all work in His vineyard.  He is still giving you
many opportundtics of declaring His Guspel and to shuw
His work and power 1o those who come after.  The prayer
of your brethren is that yuu may have nut a few years of
this service, that all your labours may be blessed tu others
and to yourself, and that at last the voice of the King and
gudgc may be heard sa{ing to you, ‘“ Wel' dune, guud and
aithful servant, eater thou into the juy of thy Lord.”

Your brethren must not cluse withuut eapressing theur sin
cere integest in the welfare of Mrs. Duff, and that of your
children, who, having grown ap amid the prnvileges and in
fluences of a minister’s houschold, have gone futth to the

wtion which the Sovereign Disposer has provided for them,
May His blessing rest upon them in all thea sclations anid
engagements. May peace and prusperity Lo thein hentage
below. May their end, and yours, be life everlasting,

In name and on behalf of the Presbytery of Guclp‘h,

Hucu Ross, M.A., Maderator,
ROBEKT TORRANCE, D.D., Clerd.

Elora, 10th August, 1856.

At the close of the address Dr. Torrance stated that
through the kindness and liberality of Mr. Duff’s friends,
notonly in Eloga but clsewhere, he was to place n his
hands a bank ddposit book, in which there was entered to
his ctedit $250; that ince coming to the meeung he had re
ceived additional sums, (Other sums were handed in, so that
the whole soon amounted to $274.75.)

Mr. Duffgave a fecling reply to the address, duting which
there were not a few moist eyes tn the meeting, and a larpe
corgregation which had assembled tu witness this pant of
the service showed the high esteem cherished, especially
among the people of his former charge. towards him. ad-
dresses .were then given by Mr. John Davidson, of Alma,
Mr. R. J. Beattie and Mr. Charles Davidson, of Guelph ;
Mr. Mullan, of Fergus, and Mr. James Andersun, of Pus-
tinch, who knew Mr. Duoff, and had heard him preach in
Scotland. All the speakers bore testimony of their persunal
regard for Mr. Duff, and the high name he bore as a
preacher of the Gospel and for Christian character, and
those who had taken an.active part in getting up the testa
monial spake of the kind and cordial manner in which
they were reccived by ail to whum they applied. A hearty
votc of thanks was passed tn Mrs. Rose for her gratuitous
scevices in illuminating the address, which was examined
a0d admired by alarge number ot those presest.

The occasion was felt to be a deeply solemi and interest-
ing one, an excellent spirit pervading the meeting. It must
have done goud tu the heart of Mr. Duff to sce so many
present, and to hear the good and cumforting wurds of the

speakers.
DISTRIBUTION OF PROBATIUNERS.

The General Assembly’s Committee on Supply and Dis.
wibution held its first meeting in Hamilton, on August 3.
All the members were present with the excepitivn of two,

It was stated by the Secretary that, in reply to the ar-
culas which had been issued suine time previvusly, only
three Presbyterics reported vacancies.  In the Yresbyien
of Batrie there was one, but arrangements had leen made
for supplying i till the end of September.  In that of
Hamilton there were cleven, but unly one of these, Drumi-
mondville and Chippewa, was prepared to aall ur ready to
receive supply through the commiitee.  In that ot Manlaad
there was also one, Lucknow, which wasloohing for the best
supply possible, and in Gaclic, if possible. Somc other Pres-
byteries stated that no action had been taken as to the va
cant congregations in their bounds, and from a numbes,
cven of those in the Province of Ontario, there was nu
report ; and there was none from any Presbytery outside of
that Province. ’

On the other hand the names were sent in, through Pres.
byteries, of cightcen ministers or licentiates, who were
awaiting appointments, so that, as must be evident, the com
mittee had to leave the majority. unprovided fur.

Messts. McGuire and McColl were sent to the Presbytery
of Hamilton; Messrs. Sinclair, M. McKenae and A, T.
McKenzie, cach of whom can preach in Gaclic, to the Pres.
bytery of Mzitland—a very limited amount of work for
these—and yet leaving twelve to whom no work could be
given. The sceretary was instructed to keep these names 2
relentis and to lct this fact be known, so that he might Le
able to communicate with them, and send them to any Pres-
bytery from which an application for sup})l , 3ty any degeee,
might come. Should the service of any o xgxcm be required,
he will be ready to inform them.

A list of questions was drawn up to be forwarded to Pres-
Uyteries for replics belore the beginning of the neat quanier.

It was also agreed that as, in so many of the communica.
tions that had been received, vacancies were described as
not prepared to call, the Secretaty tespectfully suppest the
desirableness of ascertaining the seasons for such a siatc of
things, and of sending in the names of all vacancics, whethes
prepated or not to call, in accordanee with that provision in
the scheme as adopted by the Assembly  In eeporting their
requirements Preshyterics shall state the general circum:
stances of all the vacancies within their bounds.

Next mecting was appointed to bic held on the Oct. 3.
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OBITUARY.

ALEXANDER CRANSTON.

This old and wetl-known resident of Galt and DumfTries,
who died recently, nfter a week’s illness, was a native of
Roxburghshire, Scotland, where he was born on February
1sr, 1822, Leing in his sixty fifth year at the time of his
death. In 1831, says the I)lm(ru: Reformer, the family
emigrated to Canada, and after fiving at Kingston for some
two years, remoeved to the township of North Dumfries,
which was at that time being settled by residents of the
Border shires, The family took up the farm now occupied
by the only brother of the deceased, Mr. Robert Cranston,
In 1845, the subject of this brief obituary was marsied to
Marion, third daughter of the late John Dickie, of Dickic
settlement, and immediately afterwards went to live upon
the homestead now occupied by his son, Mr. John D
Cranston.  After thirty years of successful farming, in 1875
he purchased a residence in Galt, where he resided up till
the time of his death,

Mr. Cranstan was a man of wmnst exemplary character,
and lived the life of 2 true and consistent Christian.  He
always took a very active part in church matters, and had
been an elder in i(nox Church for seventeen or eighteen
years. Prior to his removal to Galt, he had filled several
public offices in the township, unl was held in general
esteem by all with' whom he came in contact. He was
possessed of a gond healthy constitution, and never required
medical attendance untit his last illness.

The deceased leaves a widow and six of a family, his
youngest daughter haviug died in 1880 The surviving
memhers of the family are Mrs, 1 Dickenson, of Wond
sack @ VM. DU MceLean, Richwond ; Rohert, of San
Francisen: John D, North Dumfries ; James K. and Alex.
B., of Galt. Of the original family, the mother of the
deceased, one brother and five sisters survive him, his
father having died in 1876. The other members of the
family are: Robert Cranston, residing upon the okl home-
stead, Cedar Creek ; Mrs. John Veitch, Mes . Amos,
Mrs, James Kersal, Galt; Mrs. Thomas Kerr, Cedar
Creck, and Mrs, Thos. Hunter, Beverley.

Sa_lqbatb School Eeagl_o_e_r.

INTERNATIONAL LESSONG.

BY REV. R. I'. MAUKAY, M.A.

Aug. 25,1 JESUS COMFORTING HIS DISCIPLES. {Jotn o+

204,

GoLpex TExT.—**Let not your heart be troubled ;
ye believelin God, believe also in Me."—John xiv. 1.

INTRODUCTORY.

These chapters, xiv-xvii, are worthy of the most atten.
uve study. They have been called the holy of holies
of the history of Chnist,  After the Lord's supper had been
mstituted, and Judas had left the company, Jesus drew
their attention to the glory of the cross—how by it, God
was glorified in Hiw, and e, as a reward, was to be lifted
up into the hfe of God. Although they were yet but as
children and unable to follow Him, they were to seek, and
live 1n mutual love, and by.and-by they would be able tu

o ana be with Him. Peter thought he was then able to
olow, and able to lay down his life for, his Master. He
was humbled by the prediction of a demal, of which he was
afterwards (chap. xeu) guilty. But Peter grew to such
strength as to Le able to die for his Master.

EXPLANATORY.

This is an answer to Peters question, *“ Whither goest
Thou 2 (Chap. xut. 36.) The thuught that he was gaing 10
leave them was the great trunble.  Although ualy Peter
spuke his determination to fulluw, even unto death, they
all felt painad, and ententained the same purpuse. Iias as
an anudute to this great trouble, and to ail the coming
trials and sutrows of therr lives, and of the lives of all future
disaples, that He spuke these cumfurting words.,  How
often they have Lrought peace to His afilicted childien ¢

I, Faith and its Object. (Verse 1.)—Faith and trouble
are the opposites of each other.  The cure for a troubled
heart s faith in a hivine and anfallible God.  If nu shadow
of doubt entcred wur minds on that point, we would zejoice
instead of being troubled.

InGod . . . 1 AMc.—The oncimplics the other. A
right belief in God. as 2 covenant God, to whom we can
lock for mercy, is only through Jesus Chnst. On the other
hand, a nght belief in Jesus Christ includes a belicf 1n God
—~fur He and the Father arc une, so that the (wo are not
only nseparable, but mutaally helpful.  Tie more faith we
have in the one, the more in the other. That—if the follow.
ing verses had not been spoken—is cure for all trouble of
obeyed.  To all their perplexing thoughts about His depar.
ture, and judas' betrayal, and Petet’s denial, He says:
¢ Leave it all in Qur hands, trust Us.  Although it is full
of mystery to you, to Us the future is not doubtful.”  *¢ Re-
turn unto thy rest, O my soul, for the Lord hath dealt boun.
tifully with thee.” .

11. Encouragement to Faith.—It is strange, but sadly
true, that we arc not wling to trust God and walk by faith,
believing that when the time comes the darkness will flce
away, and we shall see the unspeakable things He has been
prepating for us. In order to help our faith, He gave
these lunts about the future.

(1) AMany Aansiens.—The leading thought in the word
“ mansion  is that it is an *“ abiding place,” from the Greek
word 10 abide.” How different from our homes here!
They are soun broken up. It is a perpetual change. There
will bs no painfol partings when we enter upon our home
above. Andthercis room for a}i —many mansions. We
may sptead the proclamation all the world around. ** Ho,
cvery one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters.”  ** They
will come from the cast and west and north and south

and sit down with Abraham,” etc. The word *‘ many *
may also convey the thought that there will be adapiation
of place and enjoyment to the various wants of its inhabi.
tants, The cup of happiness of each will be full, but not
all of the same kind. :

(2) If not 50,1 would have told you.—Therewere good rea-
sons why e should have wold them, if there were not such
accommodation in Heaven,  lle had often spoken to them
about the future. Ie had sought and won t'lcnr affections,
and 1if the present separation were forever, they might
have regarded 1hm as a decaver.  Ile would not and
cannot deceive any that give Him their conhdence and
love.

(3) 1 go to prepare a plae.—It 15 the Father's home, and
none can enter there whu are nut admittea by the Father
and Son.  Jesus by His atonming bloud purchased the nght
of introductag His ransumeg ohg tato these manstons,

(3) £ 2wl come agarnyctc—~His cotnng for his discples
will include all the drawing ntluences of Chnst, by which
they are prepared and brought home to be torever with
Himseif. Ilis resurrection, Pentecost, His second conung
and final judgment, are all parts of this mighty influence by
which the clect are to Le gahered into His presence
forever.

t8) 2he way, etc. \Verse 0.)~Now, lle says, in an en-
couraging way—as if tu napart His own confidence—*¢ you
xnow whither § gu and the way ye know,"” and will not be
troubled-about mv departure, To Thomas there was dim-
ness, and uncertainty, and consequently, treuble, He there-
fore smd, ** \We know not whither, and if we know not
whither, how can we know the way.”

Jesus rephied that 1t wasnot a way that could be sketched
in a map, that could be traced with the bodily eye, but that
every one who was in living wmon by faith with Him was
alrcady 1n the way, and would eventually come to the
Father’s home and bewith Him. I am the way.

The truth.—]esus is the revelation of Deity. ¢ In Him
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge " (Col.
1i. 3), and because He is the truth, Heas the true way. How
many other ways in which men walk, hoping to reach hea-
ven that are not true !

The life.—~He is the source of all life. From Him
came all Jife natural, intellectual and spiritual.  Hence the
way is not only 2 true way, but also a living way—which is
and will end 1n cternal life—other ways lead to death,

Zhe Father, (Verse 6.)—This is interchanged with man-
stons. They would not be mansions of blessedness if God
were not there.  Happiness n this world and the next con-
sists in knowing God. 17:3. Heaven is both a place and
a state.

No suan will reach the Father in any other way, but all
who walk in this way will be blessed.

(6) Unity of Father and Son, (verse 7-11).—Much of the
perplexity of the disciples arose from their inability to under-
stand the nature o! the Trinity. Jesus was down here with
them, and the Father, they thought of as up in heaven.
How then did He so frequently speak of Himself and the
Father as onc? He here (verse 7) repeats the great truth
that if they had hnown Him, they would have known the
Father also, for the Father can only be known as revealed
by the Son, cither in this life or in the neat. 1 Tim. 6:16.

Philip, still misunderstanding, thought, like Moses, of
the blessedness of seeing the glory of the Father, and asked
that he might be sausfied (verse 8) with suchaview. Jesus

remonstrates with Philip for s want of appreciauon,

*¢ Have you been so long with me, hearing my words, and
secing my works, and yet hite not recognized that I am
God? And there is only one God ; therefore I am in the
Father and the Father in Me—but, of you do not accept my
tesumony, behieve it, because of My words and works,
which are not by Me but by Him.  Having seen Me, you
have scen My Father also.”

III. The power of Faith. (Verse 12.)—Great and mar-
vellous as these works done by lesus were, He promised to
His behieving cisaples that they will do greater.  The
superionty 15 to be, not m the quahty of the work, but in
the quantaity.  The disciples never wrought a muracle greater
than the raising of Lazarus from thedead ; butatis probabie
that there were more converts on the Day of Pentecost
alone than durning the whole ministry of Chnste It was be-
cause He ascended to the Father, and sent forth the Holy
Spint, whose work 1t 1s to consert men by taking of the
things of Christ and revealing them to the soul.

1V. Prayer the instrument of Faith. (Venecs 13, 14.)
—\Vhere thereas faith in God, there s prayer to God.  If
10 prayer ascends, it is proof that there 1s no faith.  They
might be almost said to mean-the same thing. A believing
dcpendence is an asking.s ¢, Asking without beheving is not
prayer. L

In My name.~In gotng to God, we mention Ilis name as
having went us, apGod atyays honours the reference. It
may indicate the ®bre idutte conncction between us and
Chnst. By taking His name, we go :n His person, as mem-
bers of His body, in His place, as if it were Himself.

Elscwhere, the conditions of prayer are taught, such as
that, we ask for things i accordance with His will; and the
interests of His kingdom.

What a responsibility to have such a powsr placed in our
hands! Tt will be well for them who use it.

PRACTICAL SUGGESTIONS.
1. There is a remedy for all trouble.
2. The heroism of Christ who spoke so cheerfully on the
cvening of Gethsemane.
3. What do we know about heaven?
4. What shall we know about God the Father?
5. How can we excercise greatest power in the world ?

Tur number of Japanese in the Mikad' /s empite pro-
fessing the Protesiant faith is now 12,602, showing an n-
creasc during the past year of 2,708, The total number of
chuiches is 133,

Tue sum of $710 was reatized at the St Boswell’s dis.
tnct annual hamay for zenana missions.  Hon. Major
Baillic presiled at the opening, and My. Clement Scott,
missionary, Soath Africa, delivered a brief address,



