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THE C.

M B, A CLALM.

There i8 no Catholic Fraternal So-
clety doing business in this Dominion
to day thathassuch a warm place inthe
hearte of tho people as our nobl
agsociation. There s nons in which
tha great mass of the peopls have such
unbounded confidence, for whom they
entertain greater respect. There is
none upon whom tho Catholic Hier-
archy and Clergy of Canada bestow
such marks of especial favor, there is .
mons whom the leaders of Catholic |
thought uphold so strenaously and to
whose rauks, ald and encouragement
the Ca’holic business man rallies so
geneious’;. Theso are the sigus,
thees the landmarks that fortell our |
@vzcoss, that herald the glorions work {
we aredoing and the dignified emin-,
ence to which we bave attained. !

There is not a single element thus
spocified whose support does not poss:
eas a special significance. The bust-
wessman jolns our ranks because he
knows full well our7sound financial
position, because he knows tbe founda-
tion of cur prosperity.is well and caro-
fully laid, and because he has] made,

imgelf aware by careful study that|
the management of the C. M. B. A. is
in every reepect beyond reproach.
Careful and economical it is in every
way, no mushroom growth hers, 1o
striving for effect, no mystic nonsense, 5
no mummery, and it isin this caroful
and watchful evolution that her stabil
ity lies. Tho man of affairs obsorves
zhi3, and hence his contidence, his uu-
divided support.

The Catholic people as a body love ,
the C. M. B A. for the work she has
doae, tha divine work of Charity aund
{raternlty sho is accomplishing overy
day. Thesd are brought homa in
wvery neighborhood aud tell thelr own
story. \Why dobats them horo! Why
tarry by tho wayside when he who
xuus may voad ! And the Catholic
poople of Canada have read tho story
ofthe C. M. B. A, Yesthoy haveread
it well and learnt it well, and sothey
loveit, for it is only what istruly good
istruly loved. And letthat good story
e told at every home and at every

the C. M. B. A. are known the higher ?
will she be prized.

Lt every member be a missionary
fn this respeet. Lot him spread the
guspel of our good deeds, our noble
achtevements. Let him tell 1t to his
neighbor, to his  friends, till
there will not be a Catholic home in
Canada that has not furnished & mem-
ber.

Wo need gearcely say here thero is
no olemont of our membership that
gives us greater joy than our lovg roll
of distinguished I'velates and Clergy.
These, we take it, have sought our
ranks not so much for thelr personal
benelit as for the example they wish to
place before the world for others to
follow. They have weighed us well
and have not found us wantinZ.
They have watched our career, it has
pleated them, and to mark their appro-
valthey have joined our association.
No words of theirs could speak higher
praiso than thess their actions, and
this is the proudest chapter in our his-
tory.

From all thess clrcumstances with
what confidence can the C. M. B. A.
appeal for support. Firmness, honor,
righteousness, charity, justice, these
are our watchwords and by these signs
shall we conquer.

1

HIS LORDSHIP BISHOP McDON-
ALD,OF P. E. 1,0N SOCIE.
TIES.

The Lenten Pastoral of His Lordship %
Bishop McDonald of Prince Edward

THE DEATH OF ARCHBISIIOI"
CLEARY.

A great loss has befallen the Catholic
Chu ch in Canada through the death of
His Grace Archbishop Cleary of the
Archdiocese of Kingston. It is safe
to say that fow Prolates stood higher
than he. Whether as a thoologian, a
rtrtusman, & polewical writor or & pro-
fouud philesopher Archbishop Cleary
had uo compeer. The years of his
oplscopate in  Kingston have been
marked by the happlest results. All
over his large diocess magnificent
churches have been erected. And
these sacred edificos ars marked by an
architectural finish and workmanship
worthy the objsct to which they are
consecrated.  Schools and convents
have grown apace. Hospitals aud .
houses for the aged poor
and tho orphaned children erect-
ed wherever necessary, mark his
charity and his solicitude for the
afllicted of his flock. He was In
very truth a great churchman and as

"gsuch his work was most complete in all -

its details. There was no weak liuk.
His courage in urholding what he con-
sldered the cause of religion and justice '
was marvellous. He held no obstacle |
too great to be overcome. His mas-:
down all opposition and in the end he
triumphed. It was probably in the .
religious education of the children of
his flock that his character is best ex- i
hibited. !
Here be was truly the Great Shep- |
herd fighting for the lambs of his flock, |

{ and he fought the fight well nor did he |

members and their families are bound
to derive from our great Orgaunization.
But the fact remains that we have
grumblers, and as long as it is the
case, should we not look around and
sco what I8 the cause of thelr grum-
bling? It is true they are Svery-
whure, with or without reascas, but we
should try and reduce their number to
aminimum. The least friction there
ig the easier the ruuning, applles to
any and all institutions. Therefore it
isthe duty of every one in position to
do 0 to try avd locate the friction, its
causes, and suggest how It can be
remedied,  Every Oflicer who is tak-
ing an active interest in the manage-
ment and welfare of his branch must
certainly have gained some experience
and information with regard o
that.

For my part I am sorry to admit
that I have also come acroes the in-
dividuals who form the subject of this
letter, and what was the tone of their
remarks? In evory iustauce it was
in reference to the double asgessment :
¢ Another special ” or ** another double
header " and so on.

1 got hold of the rates of other fra-
ternal socleties and compared them
with ours, taking for basis the eighteen
assessments we paid last year and then
our rates showed to ba still lower, but
it did not seem to matter any.

The rea) fact is, that the cause of
this dissatisfaction are the special as-
sessments, and I am quite positive that
this conclusion is the right ot e.

The average member objects to the

;sive energy and indomitable will bare | gxtras, as was expertenced in other

socleties and is now the case in ours.

If that is so then why not make
twelve evén payments out of the 18
ansessmonts, that s, let the rateconsist
of 12 even assessments which total
shall ba the same amount as what is
realized by the 18 asseesments of the
present. Let us take a member whose
rate is 81 20 and makes 1S fuch pay-
ments in & year amounting to $21 60.

Island has this condemnation of non- 'Iay aside his armour till the day was | Why could 1t Dot be §1 o 1o twelve

Catholic societies and this approval of  won. In private life lie was moet gen: monthly

the C. M. B. A.: !
«There is another matter, dearly

ial, kind and considerate to all with

'

whom he came in contact. He was at

payments to realize the same
amount. It would certainly work a
great deal smoother, and eveiy man
would know exactly how much he

beloved, which We deem our sacred ! brilliant conversationalist and nothing | woyid have to pay every month.

duty to bring to your notice, aud it is |
the reprehensible conduct of those who, ‘l
wishing to be considered dutiful Cath-
olics, nevertheless have no hesi‘ation -
{n associating themselves to those
secret societies which have not been
approved by our Holy Church. All'
ths faitbful should understand that the
Catholic Church condemns the very
principle on which secret societies are
founded, aud has at all times diecount-
enanced their existence, while to their
mors pernicious forms she has meted
out an unqualified condemnation.”

Bishop McDonald cites the Popes
condemuation of non Catholic societies
for Catholi:s and eays:

1 There is then, dearly beloved, no !
mistaking the doctrine of the Church
as explained by the Vicar of Christ,
regarding thoso secret socicties which
nover bave met, aud never will mect |
with her approval, and it is therefore
fncumbent on the faithful to carefully |
abstain from thoe mombership of all
such associations, and vspecially when |
the same pecuniary advautages which |
they ciaim t0 poscess, WAy bo obtalued
with equal facility in Catholic socicties
approved by tho church. Now, that
thero be mo misunderstanding our
position in this regard, wo forbid the
faithful under our spiritual care from
associating as members with all such
socletics, whether now exigting, or to ‘

Sreslde. For the more the virtues of ! be organized at any future time.”

e o g e

| house of universal knowledge.

was more delightful or instructive

than to sit by and listen to bis eloquent |
words and to share in his great store-
His
death was most edifying to those pre-
sent; wi hout a murmur of complaint
and with perfect trust in the Master he !
served 0 well ho passed away to his|
eternal rewarl.

CORRESPONRDENCE.

To the editor of Tiz CaNADIAN. '

Dear Sir and Brother. The Dzcember
and January numbers of our official’
orgau tave coutained a good deal
about waat was termed in ovo article
¢ Th, many grumblers belonging to
our grand and noble Association.” ‘

Good many things were said, all of:
them undoubtedly true, deprecating
tho oxistence of such dissatisfaction in
our rauks, dbut I have not noticed any-
thing pointing out the remedy to the
existing evil. '

\Whenover there issickness it is not
sufficiont to indicate the character of
the disease, but stops have to be taken
to at once check its progress and con-
quer it, and,I think the same principle.
should apply to our Soclety. That
grumblers have no reasons to be with
ug I dont deny ; no one appreciates
more than I do the advantages that

True it would vot, and should not
preclude the raieing of extra assess-
ments if necessary, but one extraina
year would be better than six, and it
is quite safe to predict that & rateof
twelve monthly payments equivalent
to 1S assessments of the preeent rate
would be sufficient to meet all require-
ments.

It may be claimed that it would be
tampering too much with the constitu-
tion. I do not share that opinion.
think the constitution sholud be
touched and retouched according to
circumstances—with all poesible care
and prudence of course—but as often
as it is thought and reasoned out that
modifications will improve tre condl-
tions of the Soclety, and if it is agreed
that & revision of our table of raies
would boe beneficial, then by all means
let it be 50, as soon as it can legally be
doue.

Aucther very defective featurcof our
table of rates is the one that makes the
member of 40 years of age pay tte
same as he who s four years older.

I thiok it is both unfair and against
business princl.sle, constituting a serl-
ous loss to the Soclcty. Why not have
a rate golng from 1S to 50 izcreasing
gradually with each year. Tako the
serie) of {rom the age of 30 to 35 rate
1 20, there the first ono of 30 pays the
same as others his seniors by {rom oné
D four yoars.




