
lirose, and aiie-roty interpreted as fornmally as if it Nwere .1 lega-l Statute (il belut

bîook. No itaecould l>e akîwldd.Various readings werc vîewed

with alarni, and every discrepanciy, eveli btweeîî historical documents, coin-

piicd centuries apart, and froin différent standpoints, like those of Kings and

ChIlrosi icles- had to be exj daiîîed aivay by fair nieans or foui. When scientific

discoveries threatened ol) iiiîerpretations, the mers of science and their

disciples wure hield up Io popular ridicule and punished as severely as the

public opinion of the time periued. This wcîit on futil thklere %vas no longer

poisibility of denying the niew truilh, thten rqom îvas made for new interpre-

talions, but nonse the iess, the saine inethod of trealment ivas extended to

those wlîo pointe-l ont the falsity oe the traditionai conception witli regard ho

sortie other passages. Ail this %vas bad enougli centuries ago ivhcn it was

ea-sy to silence investigation, and %vieni, on miars being siienccd, general peacv

followced It is a thousar.d timecs %vorse to-day.

L.ook at sonme of the coasequences that have Ilowed froni iis falsut C-on-

ception of Inspiration in differeni. ages. ''iîe :,cripîîxre writurs bielievu-d -,ii

the world oif ttheir tinie that the earth was a gent plain. It %vouid have heC(-ai

very st-ange if they lhad beiieved otherwise. J'iiir language, iii ,0 fir as it

bore on the subject, %vis of course iii accordance iviii their lit-lierf. Thi$

vrroncous view of the tarh's shape was, lîowever, considercd Ici be divifnc-

încilh and tiierefore, xwhen mcei di-sc-overed thai tic earilh ias round. thra-

w- nothing for it but to denounire theni as hiereties, and as cvnm

acknowledged duit the prison, the torture-chambler, and tic sak %erc the

rightfül dor of hierctics, tue uinfortursate di>coverer had ta> take tlie colis"-

quences, if lie ciung 1<> what lie knei to be trutiî witli theologin, teliag hini

Iliat il iva. conîrary 10 tlie plain teaclîuîgs of tue Bible. Very probahbly not

liavi iig a copy oif tic Bible, or if lie lind, flot being as capaffle of readingit is

mien wio, knew the original, or aiot heing prcsuiiiptuoils caîoughi ho îhisiîk tha.-t

lie,%as, lie ivas forced to believe iliat, the Bible taul-lit fleodfrelh

clioose betwecaî truth antd the Blile. For one mari %iio hiad taio mc tue

disinal clioice op)ýaIly, liîuaidred.-, as the light gr.iduiiy dane, ade it

secretly. Tiîey couki flot believe a lie, and they were tolai, b>' illa> who said

tlîey knew, Iliat tlîe lie ivas consecratcd b>' Scripture.

Next, let us say, canie tlie diNcov crics tuai the canth revaîlveai on ils axiîs

and went rouind tic suni. dleai> contmary, not only to Uiecvideîîa-e or evter>

nîlaîî's Seîîses, but also to i-IlY Scripturc, thea %vorid was zagaiîî asured by

CURUIENT UINI.,11-.Iýll...I...


