
THE RELATION OF ME'rRCY AND SCRIICE -. 1~~

What of himi who talks so loudly about faith and assurance;- who is SO
extremnely devotional in prayer and class mneeting, yet so sîippery and unr-eli-
able in business, who is miore concernled about abstinence from wine, tobacco,
card playing and dancing thani he is about the possession of Chiristiati graces
and manly virtues.

What again of hinm wlio well nigh taakes immiiersion the condition (if
salvation, iwho allows it to bulk miore largely in bis mind than M.atters of
rharacter and liCe, who cani scarce conceuive of anyonie cntering heai'en wîthl-

out first going undcr water.
And %v'hat abouit this other whlo is so steady going and decorcius, so

orthodox in bis faithi yet .so barren in bis life ; so pious that lie will not shavc
on the Sabbath day, yet, ais somieone lias said, systemnatically 1' shaves lits
neigbbours ail the iveek ; " who adheres so loyally to the P"salnis of David,
and gets so wvorked up) over the use of hymns and organs, yet is by no miens
so agitated about elenments in bis lieart and life equally discordant to God's
praise.

\Ve wish it to be understood that «ve do flot speak disparagingly of an-.i-
orie's theological tenets considered in tbernselves. IVe sbould be the last
either to chanmpion the cause of wine drinking, card playing, etc., or to Say a1
word to detract froi ,-he sanctity of the Lord's days. AIl we desire to say 1 .s
tbat wlien l)y anyone externals are given precedence over internais, w~hen
positive enactnments, however important, arc dissociated fromi spirituial life,
when a inan 's zeal for religious observances overtops his regard for mioral
precepts be is guilty of a violation of the principle of the text He bias a
"form ofgodliiness," but is " den)ying the power thereof."

Sonie people imnagine that otily those are in danger of doing this who
hold erroneous doctrine, or have an elaborate rituai. Not so. Doubtiess
ritualists stand ini special danger, yet they need not necessarily be formalists.
True love ini the lieart ivill -ive lufe to the nîost imiposing service. Its absence
will render the simiplest dead. E, en the most purely spiritual exercises, how-
ever, private prayer and reading God's word for example may be perverted
from their origfinal design and regarded as ends ini themiseives. What is this
but exalting sacrifice above mcrcy.

This text with many others in Scripture brings out in bold relief the place
which love to man and regard for the comtmon obligations of life occupy in
the scherne of religion. Wcrc its spii it imbibed it would speediiv remiove the


