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aàdlièe a great numbei of otliél pa§-
sages; dl) shcewing that the writers of
the Episties aild Aét, of the Holy
Apiosties coiîsidered thât wê are still1
living~ under a systei which,. lâ a. dep,- 1
truc and spiritual sense, is as teWily E
sacrificiai as wvas the old Divincly of-
daîned sacrificial systemi of the Jews. i
Feor À'must hasten on now to sliew
thi(Li MU blegged, glorious, Euchîaristie
Sacrifice lias thë galivtiçm and wvitness
oi t1ae Pnnîiiitive Cflutrch. And first of
ail I ivould remihîd vou thât the s4truc-
turc of wvood or stoiicý on which the
I-oly Euclîarist wvas offercd, w~as, in
tlië earliest à1ges, universally cail-
ed ail Altar:. ThI'lîIearnied Mede,
tiltited bv Bi3ilnn iii 1îis "An-
tiquitles of the Chîristian Churci, "
gays : "V was called an Altar
for thie first tvo, cetiturics,' and
a(l(s that '<lAie terin Table is noV to
lie Iound in aiîv atiior of ihose ages
noîv reivaiinig,w au assertioni wvIich is
not quite correct, for there are just
thïmc or four i. stanuces ilu whlici wve
ineet with flhe tern Divine Table. And
Whcatley in his "Coniment.ary on the
B3ook of Corrnnion Plrayer," after say-
Ing rnuch the saie thi;ig, adds tlîatg
"from the foiîrth century onwardsl
both naines camie to hie uised promiiscui-
'ously. the onîe hiaiug," as lie says,
"trespect to the oblation of the Eucha-I
rist, Vie other to our participation."~
"MflIV>' lie adds, ''1V was always place
Altarwise, in the iiost sacred part o f
the Chuîrchi, and fenced in witli railsj
Vo sr'ctre it f rom irreverenice and dis
respect." Now this universal use of
the -mord Altar iii th,, earliest ages of
the Cliuirch shiews h_. completely the
minds of the primitive Cliristians were
satuiratecl witli the idea of sacrificial
%vorship, for the very ineaning of the
ivord '<Altar" is a structure uipon
whichi t.o ofîer sacrifice, a structure
-upon whichi Vo prescrnt an oblatioen.

Now~, therefore, with this prepara-
tory remarli, I will offer vou a brief
series of quot.ations talieî from the
works of earlv wri.ters, who, although
they are not infallihie, arc more likely
to know our Blessed Lord's nieaning
and intention as regards I-Is I-ly MWys-
teries thaiî wve are, aniý wlo certainly
reflect thie feeling and opinion of the
early days lu wlîich they lived.

(1.) Justin Martyr (died 1.65), in giv-
ing us a f ull account of early Chris-
tian worsliip, and in p.-fçrriîig to the

':#WOfit 141.h' promise that the pira
)f rinýg (Mintclah) should be offered..
ýl1É«MýghO the world, says iii bis Dia;-
ogue with Trypho the Jew. "'As to-
~lie SacËille offered by us Gentiles in
~very place, L. e,, of the Eucharistie
Br~ead and Cup, thec Prophet foretold it
n this place."'

(2) 9. 1venaeus. (died 202), a Disciple
of S. PoIycarp, whio, as you know,
Nvas a Disciple of S, Johni, says:
"This oblation of the Clîuirch, wvlîcli
our Lord by His Prophet Malachi com.-
mianded to be offered through all the
world, is accotunt.,d a pure Sacrifice
with God and is accepted by lm."

(3) Tertullian (diel 200) -%vrites. ""No,
manx, who bath a rancorous indn«
against lus brother, shall offer his gift
at the Altar, uiiless, lie i .tirns to pa-
tience, and is first reconcilcd to, bis bro-
ther. "

(41) S. Cyprian, l3ishop of Carthage,
(died, 258) says :"If Jesus Christ our
Lord is limself the Chief Pricst of
God ftue Father, and has first oliereil
up Himself a Sacrifice Vo the Father,
and lias comman(led this to be doni in
commemoration of 1limiself, certaitily
that Priest truly dischargcs tlîe offlice
or Christ who imitates what Christ
did; and hie thus offers a f ull and true
Sacrifice iii the Church to God tho
Father when lie proceeds Vo offer it ,tc-
cordiuîg to wliat hie see,ý; Christ Himself
to have offered."

(5) S. Anthanasiuis, the great cha-,r
pion of Orthodoxy at the Counicil of
Nicea, A.D. 325, says: 1'<Melchisederý
xvas the first example of offering th.-
Unbloody Sacrifice, viz., Bread. and
Wine, and therefore it mas said Vo our
Saviouir, "<Thou art a, Priest for ever
after the order of \IelclisedeC."

(6) S. Cyril of Jeruisalein (died 35W
says: "Tien, having sanctified our-
selves by these Spirituial l-lymns. we
cali upon the Mercifuil God Vo send
forth lus Holy Spirit uipon the Gifts
lying, before Him, tlîat H-e nîay mak-e
the B3read thec Body of Christ, and the
Wine the Blood of Christ. For what-
soever the Holy Ghiost has touched is
sanctified, an-. changed. Tien af Ver the
Spiritutal Sacrifice is completed (the
bloodless Service upon tlîat Sacrifice of
Propitiation) we entreat God for the
common peace, for the Churcli, for the
tranquility of the world, for Kiiigs, for
soldiers and allies, for the sick, for the
aitfiiçtÇd, ejd, in g, word, for ail who
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