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CHAPTER 111,

Tur morning of the day sebsequent to that
in which the preceding evens oceurred, found
Mathicu Durand walkie at a lasurely pace,
i and down one of the avenues of lus magni-
&ent park at L'Etang; and reading anew the
l’mmg he had pcmscd with so much mterest
before, and of which Leopold had provided
kim with the required number of copues.

M. Durand seemed 1o be anxiously expect-
g the arrival of some one. for he looked fre-
qnen(ly hehmd hum, asif 1o watch for - ap-
pearance. At length he percuved aman i the
fther extrenmuty of the walk, and although n
was casy to perceve that Ins presence gave
Em much pleasure. yvet he was studious
‘onceal 1t, and made as though he was not
liwarc of his approach. For this purpose he
wamjnucd s walk :n the same direction, but
350 slow a pace as to ensare his being soon
srerteken by the other : and recommenced the
mdm" of the paper, in which he seemad 10 be
wmpletely absorbed.  Dancau seon came up
¥ith him, and saluted the banker. whe gave
tim 2 fncndly nod of recognition, saving—
4 Excuse me for a moment. and thenaf you
&2 not o6 ured, we will stroll along togciher.
"‘ You do mc honour,” said the hwlder.

< The banker did not reply, but continued his
teading, while the other walked beside lum.—
In rcading, M. Durand now and then shrug-
50 up lus shoulders, gving vent accasionally
% some such broken cjaculations as these—
“Poor fellow—DNe 1s visionary—. tins 18
o preposterous——, and vet,” sad hel at
kngth, appeanng much aficcted ashe readon g
and yct the man has & good heart——h:s m-

tention 1s honourable—— ; bt I cannot consent
to ths exaltation.  In truth,” added Lie, wurn-
mg towards M. Dancau, “there is more grau-
tude among the poor, than among the nch.”

“1 am convineced of 1,”* smd M. Dancau.

* Look at this letter—:1 at first appeared to
me rdiculous ; but I counld not read 1t through,
without being affeeted by the vndcntgood and
amiable fu.hng that dictated 1t

“What s 12, then 7 said the builder, much
flattered at being thus admitted 1o the confi-
dence of the great man.

# A poor, but noble-spurtted fellow, whom I
once extricated from scrious difficulues, and
who has taken 1t mto s haad 1o testify his
aratude, by selictung for me the votes of the
clectors i lis arrondissenent.”

“Well, this secms to mega very natural idea.
Ias be vet put o operation 7

“Not vet. ¢ has fortunately subimitied to
me the plan of the Liter hic was gong to write,
and here it1s.””

#* And you do not approve oin 17

“See yourself if I can,” smd M. Durand,
giving the paper to Daneau.

The: fatter readitanenuvely, while the bank-
cr watechad with il coneealad anxiety for the
cfleet that thes wntinz would have upon hum.
Atlast M. Danean resumed-—

* Bat dus letter savs nothmg but what s
perfectly true, in ropresentinz von as at once
the most shalful and most epnght banker
France.  In cnumerating all the services you
have rendered to comaierce and industry, he
does nothing but repeat waat cvery body
knows.”

“1 have perhaps done some good, but far
from the amount they attribute o me.”

“My fanth!™ sad M. Dancan, with honest
cnthusiasm, “if I had had 10 wnte such 2 lez-
ter, I shonld have said a grcat deal more.”

“1 think there is quite enough as 1t 18, re-
phed the bauker, smiting.



