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EN HE English language as it is
spoken and written at the
present day, is a mixture
of the original Saxon, and
words derived from various
other languages, particu-
larly from the Latin and
i gy the Greek. My object
cla 15 shor_t essay is to show that the
y $8ic portion of the English language is
Solutely necessary in the performance
Separate and distinct functions, and
Point out the great obstacle which, it
Eem's tome, must besurmounted erewecan
scqml_’e a true, correct and simple style of
t}I:eakmg and writing. I know there are
thOSG Who possess a strong partiality for
€ Plain and simple Saxon, which conveys
€Ir minds so many pleasant remem-
ch?CeS of former days, and others who in
e I efforts to appear learned, affect to
‘: {atthe the homely language of their fore-
I Gro'S and whose “ sensibilities would be
Sadfully lacerated ” were they told of it.
itseyg lle it is very true, that the Saxon by
Possesses almost all the requisites
el Perfect language, namely conciseness,
ance, simplicity and force, still we can-
whi fail to appreciate that classic part
‘hinih Is indispensable to subtlety of
affy Ing, and which at the same time
'ds usa vast resource from which we
ne at any moment draw. No one
of t}:v b“Etter than Shakespeare the strength
°thee Pure and undefiled ” Saxon. No
sha I writer has expressed so many difficult
i Of meaning, or portrayed passions

Viy, . .
skﬁ;les and vices with such consummate

to

nof_:VEry reader of Shakespeare must have
°ed, that from the passages of move-
and passion all difficulties and
ay dCUYl_tles are removed. It is thissimplicity
to t}:lmty which render Shakespeare dear
ol heart of every -English ‘student.
trey <€ With what force he describes the
SU€ry of the Thane of Cawdor and

¥ Macbeth,

«
That_ is a ste

F, l_‘}'h!ch‘[ must fall down or else o'erleap
et Inmy way it lies. Starshide your fires
heHOt hg_ht see my black and deep desires,

Wh; Ve wink at the hand. Vet let that be

:h the eye fears when it is done, to see.”
* * * *
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Xﬂiﬂ{o ON THE USE OF SAXON AND CLASSIC WORDS.

*“ Give me the daggers :
dead

Are but as pictures, ’tis the eye of childhood

That fears a painted devil,”

But if Shakespeare knew the strength and
cogency of the Saxon, he also recognized
the importance of the classic,

In the samz play he says

¢ Will all great Neptune’s ocean wash this blood

Clean from my hand ? No ! this my hand will

rather

The multitudinous sea incarnadine.

Making the green one red.

The sleeping and the

Now substitute for multitudinous and
inearnadine any Saxon words whatever and
the beauty and grandeur of the whole price
is destroyed.

Addison’s style of writing has always
been looked upon as natural and unaffect-
ed, easy and polite, stil he does not
scruple to use classic words where they
best suit his purpose. Speaking of exercise
he says “ Nature has made the body ! pro-
per for it by giving such an activity to the
limbs and such a pliancy to every part as
necessarily produce those compressions,
extensions, contortions and dilatations, and
ali other kinds ot motions that are
necessary for the preservation of such a
system of tubes and glands.”

Dr. Johnson, while unconscious of his
own sin against simplicity, says, *“that any
one who wishes to attain an English style
familar but not coarse, elegant but not
ostentations, must devote his days and
nights to the volumes of Addison.” Now,
while Addison’s writings owe much of
their beauty and simplicity to the plain
Saxon, still every reader ot the Spectator
will agree with me in saying that he is
far from being adverse to the proper use
of classic words. But I would not have
it understood by what I have said, that in
our endeavors to remedy a defect in the
Saxon, we should make sense subservient
to sound and call the most common things
by the most uncommon names. Here lies
the great danger. We are apt to be led astray

-in our earnest efforts, by high-sounding

grandiloquent language, or what Lord
Brougham would style « long-tailed

words in ’osity and ’ation.”

This hankering after pompous modes
of expression is a great hinderance to
plainess,simplicity and power of persuasion,




