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attacked aund took lier, after a desperate resist-
ance, and having carefullv nserrtained that no
living thing wvas leit on board, they comnxitted
lier to the two, great Pements of debtruction,
an awful and a blazing wvarning to those turbu-
lent spirits who had at last arouscd the indlig-
nation, and catted forth the energies of an in-
jurei anid insulted, but avenging people. Such
are the circumistanccs attending the destruc-
tion of the "'Caroline"Il; and such the I "casus
belli" Ilto the sovereign citizens of thc "lEm-
pire State,"1 ngaixist the Queen of England,
ana Her Majcsty's liege Canadian snbjects, ai-
ter causingr the cvii by thoir own indulgence in
liberty, uncontrolledl by exccutive poiver, and
crime, unpunished by the action of ivise lav2,
justly andi righteously cnforeed ! Well might
the enlightened Dr. Channing exclaim: "MoNIn,
Who xi public talk of' the stability o? Our insti-
tutions, whisper their doubts (perhaps th *cir
scern) ia private'l What unhappy iniscon-
ception of the natural laiw, or %vhat mischiev-
ous and tortuous policy of our republicaxi
neighbours, coutl have induccd theni to takec
up the cause of these inf'amous misercants,
and thus "irenounice anid defy Goals moral and
eternal laiw," ithout which "'a nation cannot
be good. cannot bo great" Il What subtie
reasoning can enablo thein ta satisl'y the world
that the brigand who bas cast hiniseif out of
thea pale ofcivilization, wvhen he mxay be follow-
eti and dcstroycd as the common enemy and
scourge ofmankind, is one single degree worse
than the pirate ally, wvho aids and assists him
ini his unnaturat course of atrority and crime?
The brigands of Navy Island, ui]1 the pirates
of the Caroline, were alikie, to use the w'erds of
Lord Bacon, "lcommon enemies, anid griev-
ances of mankind, andi disgmacs and reproach-
es to human nature; and a State harbouring
anti encouragingr such individuale, becoines
tainteti with their crimes, anxd involveti in the
ickedness of their evil deede. «Sueli people,"

continues Lord Bacon, "lail nations are inter-
ested, and ought to, ho resenting to, suppress,
considerang that the particular states thein-
S.elves can give no redress. Andi this is net to
be measureti se much by the principla of the
jurists as by '(tex charitatis, lex~ proxiîni, Ian
fifioruni adS di massa una',; upon wvhich origi-
nial lawv tis opinion is foundcd ; which to deny,
if an speak truly, ivere alxnost te bc a schis-
matic innature." We believe it bas been as-
seiteti that thea Caroline %vus a vessel owned
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by citizens of the IUnited States, and cngaged
in the peaceable occupations of trade, in strict
accordice with the establisheti commercial
regulations whieh cxist hetwveen that couintry
and Great Britain ; but we possess irrefragable
proof te the contrary, establiihedl by the testi-
mony of numerous individuals, as weIl as by
the evidence of our owvn sight and senses.-
11cr capture and destruction therefore became
necessary, and%% as donc in strict accordance,
not only w'xth the laws o? nations, but with thxe
law of nature, upon whioh, the laws of nations
arc founded. The conflict of innumerable laws
is a nevessary eonseqluence eof the action eof
tivo great opposing principles, the intellectual
faculttes eof maxi, andi bis moral weakness andi
fnllibility. But the great law of nature is im-
inutable, unchangrino. It extends through
cvery ramification eof Eociety, througrh every
portion of the animal kingdom, from mnan, the
imagee of bis maker, te the creeping thing that
Iives, andi breathes, and peri.hes in a day.-
The finst principle of thc great na.tural law la
self preservation, andi on this ive take our
stand, in justification o? the destruction of the
pirate steamer. But what shaih we Say te the
arrest and iniprisonnient of a party engageai
or supposcd te have been engaged, in that af-
fair, by the civil authorities of a particular
Statc, after it hadt become matter for consider-
ation beuveeni the high authorities of the two
great povers? And what, when wve are told
that the great power, thie President's geern-
ment, possesses ne controilingr right over its
ow n sectionat portion-, even for thc prevention
of cruls xivolving the national honour, gcod
faith, ind stability ? las ! we féar' theie'is
"somethingr rotten in tîxe state of Denmark,"l

îvhy cIse is Mr. MýcLeod permitteti te linger i
a gau, on this mockery eof a charge, andi why
are the gallaxit captors of a branded pirate, de-
nounceti as murderers and f'clons ? [s it seeni-
Iy or creditable in a powerful nation te, descend
from its hugli estate te thc miserable persecu-
tien eof u, humble individual, after it bas de-
inandeti rcdress for thc ofl'ence he is supposeti
te have comnutted, from. those who are alene
responsible for the saine, and white the national
bilt of complaint is stîli under thea consideration
of lier Majesty's Government 2 1 a it decent
te branti as inurderers and comrnon feleisý, a
gallant party eof British subjeots, whoso only
crime bas beca that they serred their sover-
eign fauthfully, anai diti their duty to the


