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derives its strength in the Old World, the empiro
cau only hope for permanency,fxom the benefits
it coufers on the nation, it thould bo left to that
test, to stand or fall as the cage may be.

This i3 but one phase of the Mexican ques-
tion. If the Americans, instead of cxpelling
Maximilian and resturing the Republic, should
annex the country, as they have already anunesed
more than one half of what was once the Meai-
can territory, the social and political consequen-
ces to the Tnion of such a step offer o wide ficld
fur reflection.  An attuck, too, oo the ally and
protégé of Napoleon would involve n war with
Iranco—if not with England—and whoever
might prove victor in the strife, so far as the
retention ur acquisition of Meaico is concerned,
the contest would assuredly be most disastrous to
all the belligerents in its effects on their com-
merce and otherwise.  We must, however, defer
the discussion of these and other puints having
relation to them for a future occasion.

HISTORY OF THE U.8. CAVALRY *

—

0 write history {s onc of the most difficult tasks
man can impose upon himself, and onc
which requires talentof a peculiar nature inorder
to make it attractive as will to future genera-
tions as that in which it is written,

As no good artist paints a house or castle
without it3 surrounding scenery, its woods and
streams, its lawn and the shy above it, while at
the same time he brings forward as the must pro-
minent the object of lis picture , 50 no goud his-
torian can leave out toatter which js intimately
connected with, and must give cffect to his sub-
ject. With adue amountof deseriptive powers, e
must be able to condense and at the sawe tine
clothe his relations in Janguage such as will be
interesting to a general public, not furgetting the
maxim “let justice be dono though the heavens
should fall”  We coutess our inability to discern
in Albert G. Brackett's History of the U, S. Cav-
alry, many of the talents requisite to a good his-
torian, nor has he paiil miuch attentivn tu the
maxim we have guoted, but scems to have writ-
ten more what suited himself, and what he was
able by a little twisting to make agrecable to his
own notions, and left out many incidents which it
was impossible to make agreeable to himself, turn
or twist as he might.

The battle of Stony Creck, he tells ug, “was o
singular affuir, and reflected nogreat credit either
upon our troops or the enemy,” and that the
British were driven off, after lusing about 250
men—whereas we know that General Vincent,
fearing to reveal his smail n* mbers, having only
about half the number of the United States army
cpgaged, retired after capturing  their two
generals, Chandler and Winder, vith . number
of officers and men and four pieces of artillery.

We arc informed that at the battle of Chip-
petwa, Lundy's Laue, &c, the cavalry did good
serviee, but we should have been pleased to have
heard wherein their good service consisted.

According to Brackett, at Chirysler's Farm the
cavalry were prevented from holding some of
their guns which they had rescued, “on account
of superior numbers;* thus making it appear that
the British had the greatest foree on the ficld,
the truth being that Col. Morrison with 800 men
defeated 3,000 Americans, including the Dragoons,
under General Wilkinson.

Not a word is mentioned about the battle of
Chateauguay, where 2,000 cavalry and infantry
under Hampton, and 1,500 under Purdy, were re-
pulsed by 300 or 400 Canadian Militia under Col.
De Salaberry.

In the whole book we have not a good de-
scription of & cavalry charge, but we have re-
peated overand aver again such sentences ag the
fullowing : “Tho cavalry at So-and-so did good
service,” or #¥This was a monst splendid affair,”
ihe effects of which were that go many wero

breveted genernls, colonels, majors, &e., &c.;
and wo\bavb th&sa' startling anno ccn)en’t tthat,

an enemyquail on maby o field” Had the author]
even in this stylo continued te givo us,'cor-1
rect accounts, tho book might have been o
sono use as a reference. But ho has not done so.
Yet while engagements of sume importance aro
omifted, others of the most trivial naturo are
meationed ; go that in order fobe consistent, we
aro surprised he did not relate how a troop of
cavalry under Corporal, now General, Scott,
dashed into tho water on tho shores of Virgiuia,
and captured one of His Majesty’s ship Leopard's
boats filled with vegetables, manned by four sailors,
andin chargo ofamidshipman, afterwards Captain
Fox. ‘This omission may, kowever, boaccounted for
by the fact that tho capture was disapproved of
by the Virginia Legislature, and the provisionsand
vegetableg given up.

Too much space is occupied in attempts to
deseribo individual character, Indianlife, what che
lunds produce, corn, pt mpkins, beans, or mcelons,
the proper method of gromoiag, feeding, or shoe-
ing horses; space which ought, we think, to
have been employed in giving us more detailed
accounts of battles in which cavalry havo been
engaged, showing ustho parts they took,and what
particular services they rendered in tho different
cngagements.

In page 160 ocenrs the following sentence:
“The cavalty got—God knows twhere—the
cavalry bat famihiar to theatre goers as that
worn by Fra Diavola.” Now to say the least of
it, thisis bad taste, if not a positive breach of the
third commandment. Sarcly we have too much
irreverenco and profanity uttered by men in their
moments of passivn and iu frivolous converaation
without baving it introduced Ly authors in their
muments of calm reason into books which are to
feed the mind. i

A well written history of cavalry is a most inter-
esting work,and there have beendeeds performed
by the United States cavalry well worthy of
historical record ; so that we thinkat almost a pity
Mr. Brackett bas published his book, as it may
deter others who might have given us an interest-
ing and instructive lustory of thewr cavalry, the
United St: teshaving awongst her sons many able
writers.

Altogether the book is more liko extracts from
an Army Gazetto, and would have been better
styled # Sketched of United States Cavalry,” say,
perhiaps to beread by the 227 regiments mentioned
at the end of the book; but, as wo think, even
they might be more profitably employed and
woro interested in reading other tooks, the anthor
would do well to take Lord Dundreary’s advico,
“Take his book inlo the woom, and wead it to
himself

MONTREAL.

TEW cities on this continent present a greater
number of objects interesting to the traveller
aud the stranger, than are contained within the
limits of the commercial metropohis of Canada.
Whether we have respect to the stateliness and
solidity of its architectural ornaments, its great
mechanical wonders, or the natural beauty and
picturesqueness of its situation, Montreal i3 al-
most without a rival—atleast in the New World.
A thorough and reliable Guide has long been
{felt a3 a desideratum by the visitor. To mcet
this want, Mr. John Langford has published a
well arranged and compendious “Guide to the
City of Montrea),”® now before us. Thislittle work
contains an interesting skeich of the history of
Montreal from tho advent of Jacques Carticr in
1535 to tho presentday; & description of overy
public building and object of interest in the city,
together with numcrous illustrations.  We com-
mend 1o our citizens generally theauthor’s obser-
vations upon tho dilapidated condition of Nelson's
Monument, which he properly characterizes as a
disgracetocvery British resident.  Qurvolunteers
will probably thank him for tho bhint which he
has thrown ori under the heading “Exhibition
Buildieg?
Mr. Langford’s stylo is, perhaps, too lofty for
the matter of fact subject of which he treats.

* History of tho U. 8. Cavalry. By Albert Q.
Bnckcu.ryna\rson Bros., Momrc;{ 4

@« Tho Stranger's {Tiostrated Guido to tho City of

Alontreal. BY John Lavgford. I'ublished by D, Ross.

a certain regiment df Dragoons ;¥ mado Many,|

Tho illustrations are, wany of them, old and but
1 poorly, execuled.- SN te

P L S,
: «POEMS.”*

s
IN this little work we find about forty poems—a
few good ones, but the harmony of the verses
not always strictly adliered to, and the stylo oc-
casiona'ly descends below medfocrity.  Unolittle
poem which opens well, is spoiled by the use of
"o vulgarist. Tho opening lines are:

“Thou art pasdng away! I have watched thy lifo
do,
Liko tho hucs of tho sunlight just Llending with
ehado.

In the next verse these lines occur,
“ And t}ometimm I'vo thought thou wert only sent
1ero
As a specimen sample (1) of what tley have there.”

The author is not very accurate in hig us¢ of
the subjunctive mood,

Tive verses commence with “1 wish I was (1)
a poet; Iwould tune my artless lay.” A poem
of some depth of feeling is given near the end of
the book. Itis entitled ¢ A Dream in a Dream.”
The opening verse reads well ¢
“ It was o tranquil summier ovo, tho soft stars smiled

io heaven,

O'cr carth thero slept a silence—a deop, unbroken
sllence, ' .

As if ;lkggl;(') paused to listen to the minstrelsy of
yen.

¢ The Martyr's Record,” in blank verse, is an
accountof the persecutions of the early Christians
in Rome. Nero had some hundreds of them con-
fined in adungeon to bo stoned to death. Among
the number was an old patriot, a great favourite
at court, who had long held his opinions in silence,
and passed unsuspected, until asked one day, atu
convivial gathering of the courticrs, to drink to
the god Bacchus, whereupon he stept back from
the board and stoed in meody silence, while Nero,
incenscd at tho conduot of hig fuvourite, askedits
meaning.  An avowal of Christianity followed
on the part of the old man, and a stubbiorn re-
fusal to bavo anythng to do with Bacchus. Nero
had him straightway removed to the dungeon,
where lic and hundreds of others died of starva-
tion—martyrsto their faith. The piece isinstruc-
tive, as showing tho fortitude with which tho
carly Christians were gifted, and the tenacity with
which they held theirreligious convictions—cven
un{o death.

MYSTERIES OF EXCHANGE.

O many who are daily operatihg in exchange,
the principles which govern it are a scaled
book. Infact thestudent hagbutfew aids provided
him by which to penctrate the mysteries which
surround the subject, for neither our arithmetics
nor cxchange books throw any light upon it.
We have before us anestly printed sheett replete
withinformation, very valuable to the mercantile
man. It contnins accurately calculated interest,
currency, and exchange tables, together with
rules for determining the gold value of, and dis-
countupon, greenbacks; explanations respecting
postage rates and the Canadian bill-stamp tarifl]
&c. Thero is also & column of letter-press, devo-
ted to exchange and the operations which govern
it, a carcful study of which will divest “old” and
“new par”? of the mysteries which surround them.
The sheet i3 compiled by Mr. Thomas Holt, pub-
lished by Middleton & Dawson, Quebec, and may
bo obtained of Messrs. Dawson Brothers, Mon-
ireal.

LITERARY GOSSIP.

s
CHANCE FOR CANADIANS.

IIE Berlin Society for the Study of Modern Languge
£CS annonnces two prizes to bo given nexs year for
tho Lest papers on the following theses:—First, the
influence of Shakespeare on the Development of the
English Language, giving sn account of the state of
poclic langusge in England during tholitersry period
immedistely preceding that of Shakespearo, proofs of

B. ;.'h Poems.”” By 8. 1. Icland. Montreal: Dawson
rothers.
1 British American Commercial Sheet Tubles, pubs

lished by Middicton & Dawson, Quebec.



