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REPORT OF THE TRADE AND COMMERCE OF
MONTREAL FOR 1865,

. PATERRNY, Seretary Boanl of Trade ani Corn
{0y Wk J.P Exchange .\-«a{hﬂu'\]

\[LE Report, In a ciapler oo Inland and Ucean Ma
vigation, givea the tonnage owned In 186}, and em.
jloyed from M ontreal westnard v the st. Lawrence
aod the Lakes as fullows.
American botloms.

3 T 8}'2",‘0900
steamors . . ...e oo B9 $2.95 b7
Sailing vessote 111070 259,283 4721
Total ..1378 355,241 11,044,000
Canadian botloms.
r\"-r. Tnlnnmrng.ao Q}':1‘[:‘-,0}.,{‘.0
Steamors 17 WA 1902
Sailing vessels. .. .. ...803 09,132 1,616,000
Total .. .. ... 420 92,600 3,218,870

icte fgures do not include the Jargo ticet of barges
engaged principally between Kingston and Montreal,
and partially on Lake Onfario. There has been a
great increase in the amount of ficight moving west-
ward by the St. Lawrence routo. Theamount or.Qcotcl‘.
pigiron alone for 1865, is stated at nearly 10,000 tons.
Of otter articles tbere wero carried rice, 413 tons;
sugar, €85 tons; fish, 806 tons; tea, 119 tons; leather,
7 tons, &¢., &c¢. It would thus appear that tho ad-
vantages of cheapnegs aud expedition obtained by this
route from the Ocean are Leginuing to be appreciated
by importers iu the Western States. The advantages
it offers for the shipment of produce to England are
well known, Tho report re-publishies the re-ult of an
experimental shipment of geain from Chicago to Liver-
rovlin 1861.  On the 18th September iu that sear, 6000
tushels of wheat were shipped via Mew York, and
10.000 bushels via the Rive: St. Lawrence, This latter
shipment reached 1ts destmation two days before the
furmer hiad left New Y ork, and making allowance for
detentions My both routes, the actual time occupied in
tranrporting tho 10,000 burhels, vin 3fontreal to Liver
poo), was precisely the same asthat occupied in car-
rying the other shipment to New York. The compa-
vicon of cost was also in favor of the Canadian route,
the total cost per Lushet by it being 87 cents, while by
the other route, it was 78 eents. The average rate of
freight for wheat from Chicago to Liverpon! in the
fier last years is given as 84 conts.  The present eapa.
rity of the St. Lawrence Canale is estimated at about
* £00,000 tons cach way during the season of naviga.
tion Thi3 estimate is bazed on a caleulation which
takes €00 tons a3 the carrying capacity of barges
which will pass though the Jocks, allowing four lock-
ages per hour fur 210 days of navigation. Former
mtimates have giren nearly the same results, but have
cslealated on & much smaller tonnage with a greatly
sorreared number of lockages per hour. Speaking of
mweimprovement of inland navigation,the Report com.
mende the scheme of connecting by a short canal the
Yead of the Bay of Quiuté with Lake Ootario. It
‘3"(

“Wten it is remembored that the stretch between
Prownfale Harbor and Kingston 1sthe most hazardous
un Lake Untarjo, the advantagea to be derived from
anch a cut-off will bo cevident, especially in the ¥alt,
when stormy weather is most prevalent. Had that
littlo canal ‘oxisted Jast year, o:number of manne
ditasters might havo been avajded  Any ono wlo
(xamines the map may see at onco hotwe important tho

Rar of Quinté would thus become in the cvent of hos-
tilities on the Lake."

The preliminary portion of tho Report is concluded
br 3 chapter on the commercial relations of tho British
North American Provinces, in which it ives statistics
shewing tho trade that existed in 1554, between the
Maritimo Provinces and Canada the ULnited S:ates
and Great Britain, The proportion of imports re-
ised from Canads was very trifling, indecd, com-
nared with tho amounts furnished by the United
States heing only 8§ per cent. of the total imports,
while the percentago from the United States was 334
We purpose going more into the details of the trade
with the Tower Provinces, in order to show its very:
sreat Smportance to Canada, sod its capabilities for
iacrease as respects our sharo in it

ROTES FROM NEW YORX.
A GOOD TIING FOR OANADA.
HE fact that tho-Nova Scotia’' Government intend
; L enfarcing tho samo Smport dutles on Anierican
1 Traduce as werg ffnposed beforo tha oxistenco of the
| Reciprocity Treaty, 13 a good thing for Cavada Jt
{ wHl have the offect ofcausing tlie continuance of a

i
i
i

very considerablo trado via New York. Beforo tho
Teeaty went {nto forca—say from 1850 to 1855—a very
profitable and satlefactory business was done in Cana-
dian flour, shipped to this port fn bond and exported
aider the same regulations to the Maritimo Provinces.
The effect of a discriminating duty int favour of Colo-
nial produce is, of course, obvious: but it was then
and will bo so again, particulatly obvlous in relation
to Canadian flour, During the years mentioned, Cn-
nada tlour wag constantly from twenty-five to seventy-
fivo cants higher Liere, than equal brands of State or
Western, The main reason was that for Canadian a
“ pear-biy " market was always open o it in which it
could bring a better price than tho Amerlean produc-
tion, So long as the bonding system continues we
nay, therefore, hope for a continuance of this demand
for Canndian flour, and whother confederation is con-
summated or nof, thero Is a certalaty of even a better
demand in these Provinces than during the existence
of the Treaty, for this important stapie. I happen to
know geveral influential produco merchants who for-
merly handied lavge quantities of Canadian flour, who
are laving plans and forming conncetlons *o receive
and export, in bongd, this article to Nova Scotia and
olseswhere.

THE STRUGGLE.

The strugglo thati= just now going on bietween the
President and Congress is fraught with great intluence
on the future commercia! policy of this country. The
extreme wing of the Republican party desire to retain
tho reins of power which tho war had placed in their
hands, They feel that were the South to be restored
o its original political status the great Democratic
party would once more be furmidable, for its union
North and South would soon make it aimost too
strong to be reaisted. To present this, tho extremists
drsire to clothe the ncgru wilh a vote, confident
that this vote wwould go with the Republican party,
The Demorratie white vote of the South would, there-
fore he nullifed by the Republican black vote of the
same cpction It 1 therefore thie purpose of the ma-
Jority in Congress to keepout the South until thisis
consummated  Oncoaccomplishod and the South may
rofurn toits position in the Legislature of the country,
but {ts wBuence will bo gone, and ho Republicans
fancy they will hold power for many a day to come,
The President fears the eflect of placing the suffrage
in the hands of ignorant and too ca«ily influenced
backs, and hesitates to bequeath so much power, and
so much patronage, which the proposal th its princi-
ple and details containg, to Lis successor who may be
less scrupulous than he i3 But to cume to the com-
mercial effect . It will be sceu that, with the vote in
the hands of the coloured people, the Fastern Abolis
tionist party will reigu supreme, now we all know
that the great bulk of these Eastern Jegwlators are
protectioni~ts of the most illiberal order. Many of
them are dirextly interested in manufactonies of vail-
ous kinds; the great bulk of them represcat manufae-
turing constituenciecs, and nearly all of them are nar-
rowand cantracted n their commercial cthice, Itas
hardly necessary to adduce ther treatiment of Canada
as an illustration of this imporiant fact. If the rulers
of this great country for the neat twenty sears ate to
Lo mien of such stamp as Thud Stevens, Morrill,
Sumner Chandler—the plea-ant Chandier the hater of
England—what may we expect but a pohcy of the
most exclusive and Japaneso character. Tho great
West, and (in the future) the still greater South will
have to stand a taxation for the benefit of the Eastern
Manufacturers. Thus it may be that the seeds of an
incipient sovolution are being sown. fo Canada the
subject is one of abiding importance. Its geographical
situntion, its pecultarity of chimate, its products, and
its close proximity to this country will causo its pros.
perity always to be moro or Jess influenced by the
course of events hero.  Lxpenence has shown us that
we have nothing to hope from the Republican party
The President and Mr. McCulloch are anxtous for
scme equitab’eand fair commercial regulation between
Caiigda and tho United States, but the forsill and the
Stovens party bave some sectional interosts toserve,and
50 lang a3 they pravail, Canada can havo 2ittlo hope of
fair play.

A SETTLEMENT UNSETTLED,

Yot ane American {a five thuusand had an idea that
the repeal of the Reeiprocity Treaty would open up that
vocomfortabtel fishery questioa again. The subject of
relations with Capada never took the aspect of a pro-
badlo war with England, clso there would possibly
have been a Httle more congideration shown. Asitis,

the question is dally assuming mureans  .oregravity
The Evening Post—cdited by William Cullen Bryant
and Parke Godwir—is a most reapectable sheet. It
recently contalved a very fair historicat exposition
of the clafmz o the United States to tho fishing grounds
on the Provhicial coasts, and gasve the best sdea that
has yet been given of the prosent condition of tho ques-
tion. Its couclusion was that unless the United States
Government immediately took promptaction to arrest
thedifliculty, very serious complications with England
might follow. Very few imagine that war will grow
out of it, but most people are puzzled to see exactly
how the great fishing interest can Lo preserved and
the United States still occupy her present illiberal po-
sition toward the colonics. Either ono of two things
must bo done.  Amcrican fishermen must efther censo
to flsh in the Bays of tho Provinces; or tho United
States must give an cquivalent for that privilege.
Which will they dn? Firmnesson the partof It 4.
rial and Proviucial authorities will, it is morally cuere
tain, greatly aid the returning sense of the great body
of American people, evident in tho fmproved tone of
public opinfon on tho subject of Reciprocity. Good
and not evil may thus come out of what at present
appears to be a very unsatisfactory affair.

NOT YET ARRIVED.

The crisls has not yet arrived. Certainly a critical
period i3 being passed without much if auy appear.
ance of serious trouble, A half dozen hankers in this
State have failed in the past ten days, but their failuro
has but little to do in the general condition of affairs,
They result from unwise speculations, The greatbody
of business men here as elsewhero remain as they have
throughout the war,—prepared for almost any cvent.
That I= the great secret of why the crists does not come,
In this city the general tendency has been to keep
down labilities, and there are thuusands of large and
small houses that owe little or nothing, A man can’t
fail if he is free from debt, and the crists must be in.
definitely postponed sv lung as there is no undue ex-
pansion of the liaLility sheet. Doubtless Iarge losses
will bo sustained in tho depreciaticn of stock; but {f
the stock {3 all paid for there can be no failure, and
that is the condition at the present moment of the
great bulk of New York traders. I know that this
will be doubted, but 1 have a pretty good opportunity
to know, and, unless greatly mistaken, I don‘t believe
wo will wituess a crash tiil it is due,—~say at the jermi-
natlon of the decade in 1887.  Of course I speak of tho
regular legitimate trade, aud not of the frregular and
fllegitimate stock and gold speculations.

DUSINESS GENERALLY.

There are signs of considerablo improvement in busi.
ncss. The city is full to repletion, of buyers. You
can’t get a room in a hotel without telegraphing in
alvance furit. The fiue spring weather and the gene-
ral impression that the holders,of stocks are strong
enough to stand the pressuro wmnduces retailers to give
up the struggle, and for the past week thero has been
considerable activity, especially in dry goods, There
i3 less demand fur money, and the lodus to individuals
by the Banks have been decreased over five millions of
dollars in the week. Tho startling news as to the
near approach of the chiolern, however, casts a gloom
over everytung, aud men go about with sombro faces.

I write too carly in the week to note the genoral
effect of this news, but it can hardly fail to influcnco
business matters materially.

E. W.

New York, April 10th, 1s66.

The Wbdol of Canada.

At g recent maceting of tho council of the Bradford,
England, Chamber of Commerce, o letter was read
from a resident in Vienna, C.W ., stating that parties
engaged in the American worsted trade required over
five million pounds of wool per annum to carry on
their operations, and were “entirely dependent on
Canada for their supply. The writer suggested that
tho wool should be bought up by the Bradford manu.
facturers from the farmers at 40 or 42 cents per Ib.,, and
there was every facility for chipment  The Jetter was
referred to the woot supply committee.

Liva Btock in Spain,

The result of tho first consus of live stock in ?})am
3as just been published in tho Spanisk Statistical Jour-
nal, from which it appears that thero were in the king.
dom 38,622,813 animals at the date of cnumeration,
This number comprieed 672 559 horses, 1.001,878 mulcs,
1,290,814 asses, 2 904,598 cattle, 22,054,967 sheep, 4,429,»
876 goats, 4,261,817 pigs, and 8,104 camels. Some recti-
tication mayv probahly bo necessary in these particulars
when the revision i cnmg\ﬂod but for all practicat
purposes they aro sufliciontly neer tho truth Thearea
of Spain is about 125 million acres, and its population,
88 roturned at the ceasus of December 25th, 1860, was
15,673,481 persons.



