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ADVANCE IN WOOL AND WOOLEN FABRICS.

IF present înd:catins are a relable criterion, the coiing sui
nier and fall is to witness a frmi woolei market, and imiucl

higher prces on aIl kmnds of' falbrcs of titis class. h'lie shari
advance i the price of raw miateral is, perhaps, the iost imflu-
ential reason why prces should go ingher. Take the price of
Cati.diai fleect, for istance. Two niontlis ago orders could
easily be filled at s 7c. that to-d-iy could not be repeated except
at an advansce Of 3 to 5c. per lb., for thiere has been frce buying
of wool dtuitnng the past muonth at diff'erent points In Ontario at
2 t' Ii fact, at the' present writing reports fromt different
poimts mn tl- province agree that the market lias beei well
cleanied up of the available supply of wool, and that there is
very httl. to be had at present. This state of affiirs is due to
the active dleiiand expîerenced fron Americanî buyeis, wlio
freely operated i th- -.'ool market at the advainced basis, with
the niatural result of entailing an extra cost upoi our iiatiufac-
turers. 'Tlie ilference in tibis respect is so great that nianufac-
turers who have had to pay the increased price will be coin-
peled to take accouit of ît, while those who were lucky enough
to get thleir supplies at the lower prices. are quite likely to take
full advantage of tle situation also.

Uniefly, substantial advances in doiestic wool and woolen
fabrics arc expec.zted, and the first intiiiation in this conniection
came to hand on tue 4th, when leading jobbers were advised
by the ianuifacturers that doniestic woolei yarns and fingerings
had been advanced, though the exact prcetitage lias not bei
figured out yet. This advaice in yanis, etc., is almnost certain
to be followed by higler prices on Canadian tweeds. Advices
fromn buyers on the other side with regard to foreignî woolenî
fabnes state that sellers are indifferent, and that hiigher values
are luo.d for on both plain and faicy dtress g ls. 'h'lie re-
sbuts of tIe seres of wool sales whichà have just closed in Loi.
don also strengtlens the expectationti of higlier prices. l'here
was a steady legituinate deiand, and the upward lioveneit
was a healthy one, the average advance realhied on the offer-
ngs as comîIpared with tle previous sales beiig Io pier cent. lIn

a word, ail the iews in regard to woolens infers a firi market.

FREE TRADE WITH CAPE COLONY.

Premier Rhodes' piro)oa.l foi free trade between Cape
'olony and Canada wvould not probably affect the wool trade

mnuch if the puley were to carry. Caniada simports lore Cape
wools thiat any othier kmd. As Canadian iiiaiufactured goods
would find a mna;ket at the Cape. st is supposed that the devel.
opmnent of direct trade under tle influence of cargoes each way
would bung wool %hipm[Ileits via the St. Lawrence. A Montreal
iiplorte: told Tî I v Gooî.s R n hiat ths result was
doubtiful. Tlic wool is now carried b) sailing %essels to Boston
or New York, thence btig shipped for Canada bIy rail via
Montreal. II is soie years .suce wool vessels came to \font
reaI, as ralihig vessels find it dificult to obtaii return freights,
the exceptIn bems1 thet sugaI.r sIpIs, which taike ]lmber. lIm-

portiig wool direct is met i the fact that the rate fron the
Cape to Boston is 9 shihling; per bale, while last year a rate of
7 shillings to New York was accepted. The figure via tIhei St.
L.awreice in summer would be at least t 2 shillings, and the
trade would be ln:ted to the one season. The freights by
steamer would be ucl igher. For instance, imports tiis
winter of a finle hie of French wool .shippcd fromt Bordeaux by

I.iverpool and Halifax pays 60 shillings a ton, but th. 1uick
passage may be an object ic suchi a case, whereas the mjxorts
fron the Cape would not likely bc affected by such a conînen.
(ircumstances are against imaking Canada a continent.d niamg
market for imported Cape wools, because even if the I mîted
States adhees to its present policy of frce wool, imports %,.% the
St. lawrence are necessarily confined to the six months Ilt navi-
gation, while the American ports are open the year round lo
utili.e Hahlfax in winter wotld, owing to the rail rates ilunnd,
be extrenely diflicult. It is, of course, hard to predict what
would be the outcomne of free trade with Cape Colony andl tle
establishment of a direct line of vessels. ''lhe imports of .\is.
tralian wool have, silice the Vancouver service was begun, bei
tried by that route, and the route lias, so l)kv GooîNs Ri %tî w
is assured, ben satisfactory ; but one Ontario woolen nuîîll re-
ports laving tried that route and the gain of one nonth ini tune
was not found a suflicient inducement to iniport alway% bv
Vancouver. It seems therefore improbable that free trade with
Cape ('olony would either revolutionize the wool trade or affect
the woolen industry to any extent. 'hie only proslct
is that lower freights iiight ensue, and tiis, cheapemîng
manufacture, milight give Canadian dry goods houses an oppî.ur.
tunity of doing business in other regions besides Cape Colony.

MONEY IN GOVERNMENT BONDS.

l'here is more norey in buying Goverrnent bonds than
in wholesaling or retailing dry goods.

'hie U. S. Governmîent recently sold $5o,ooo,ooo of 4 ier
cent. bonds at $:o4.4. Boston placed $î,oooooo of bonds
during January at $:13.;1. The U. S. bonds ought to be
worth as nuch as the Bostoni bonds, and hence those who
bought the U. S. bonds made $4,555,000 on the deal. Iut mn
reality the bonds were worth more than' $113.51, and hence
the profit was really more than this.

'lhe Quebec Govertinent recently sold $5,5oo.ooo worth of
bonds at 77. 'lie French bankers who bought thei turned
theni over at an average of 85 s, thus making a clear profit of
$467,500, or $8.5o on every $roo.

And yet tiies are liard in the Unî3.ed States and Quebec.
But those wlo have the capital and the " pull " are making tlieir
noney very easily. Il these days of grasping financiers, demo
cratically governed countries should go out of the bond.issuin.g
business.

A POINTER FOR THE WHOLESALE HOUSES.

Talking to a Manchester mati the other day, be said to tnt
"You Catiadian travelers carry altogether too much baggag
1t's simply ridiculous. 'he biggest houses ini Manchester doi t
send out one-third the weight of baggage that Canadian ious%
do. Your dotmestic staples weigh about 300 lbs. One large
pattern book made of good lineti paper with canvas board
covers fitted in a leatlier case should suffice. Il thtis book you
could samtple every piece of goods in a half-ia-million dollar stock,
by using sinall, tliree-cortiered clippings. The smaller the bett, r
as long as patierns are shown distinctly.

"Y'ou carry two or three yards of cloth for feclers. There",
no iecessity for it; half a yard is quite enough. Have each
feeler liemmtîîed or bound with pink or black tape. Your feeler,


