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FRIEN DLX'
rea(ler wvroteAnme flot long

- ago inquir-
Zîn orag ito

tlîc books inmy
1 library.

IlM IN ibraryl"
Theli terni aI tays
amuses nie a

lItUle, wileii ap-
plied iii its re-
stricted semîse,
siîce the little

book-case liolds
sonimethimg lcss
(liait a Iîuîdred
volumes. But it
aiîswers v ery

- '~ well for thec sniall
smîuggery, wamni
nd Iîoney , yet

S always a litter
ai books, paî,ers
nd scissars and

pemîcils that are
neyer by chance
nt Iiand wvhen

rîceded. ''My library" renlinds nie alwvays
ai Auint Dimîalî's kitchien iii the St. Clair
nianioii-wvhrc tîie table iîapiîîs served as
towcls, the china cups as receptacles for
pamîîadc to) coax tlîe wvooly liaimt ta straighît-
ncss ; whîile dislies anid titensils wcre fi
every place and tîsed for every purpose save
thie aies for wvhiicli thicy w~ere iîîtemîdcd. But
out ai aIl] the disorder, aId Aumit Dinah
maiagcd ta evoîve the mnost appetizing
breakfasts anîd gemîcrous dinners,-which
wvas tîîe chîlci thimg.

J ust soîîîethîing less tliaîî a liundred vol-
unies, oai l mnmner ai sizes, bindimîgs and
conîtents ; and tliere wvill ileyer be mnmy
marc, 1 thîiîk. The persoamîcl-if you wvilI
allow the phiraseo aillîy book-case nîay
chang e, but wvill liardlv imcrease, simîce 1
%vouild ratlier knowv a few< books bv hîert-
mîakc thîeîî rcally minie, %veave tlîeir wvise, or
stramîg, or prettv sayiiigs imita îîy thiauglit
amîd life-tham di1 , into many,-aiîd forget

Ta live wvitiiiii walls Iimîed witlî books
wvould fiot be vhîolesomie, it seenîs ta me ; it
would -ive anc a temîdeîîcy ta indigestioni or
liver camiplaint, or Isanie athier bodily Nlue.

And yet 1 kmiow suicli libraries,-aîd they
are ideal places ai repose, wvitl the firelighît
and tlîe cliaice cmîgraviîigs amd tlîe thousands
ai sulent nionitors iii thîcir bimîdimîgs somber
and briglit. But their owncrs are pilaso-
phiers, proiessors, anmioter wvisc mnim, wio
takce thîcir brousing iii equable doses, tvith
my Lady Nicotinie ta shiare it, -and are flot
imaginiative ivoirieni.

To a wvonail such a library is a lovely
place ta rest im,--but it sliould flot be lier
abidimîg place.

Vhy ? WVeil, thimk it out, aîîd sec.

Ta retuirmita niy iriid's inquiry. "Wlîat
book% conîpose yotir ibrar) ? Aiid y. bat slîal
1 buy for nmine? - she i% rites.

I glamice tilp at niy little boak-casc, and
snîile again nt tlîe nîedley. licre arc no rare
CditianIs, nom riLli bimîdings ; flot evemi mamiy
standard authiors, nor ancient classics.

J ust a tassing togetlicr of odd volumes,
grave and gay. Fiction, paetry, philasopby;
even statistics. A callection tao fragnientary
ta be wvartly ai note, silice there are few
book loyers wilo canniot show a better.

Top-shelf - Autagraph books, sent or
gýivenl by their writers ; a treasured rowv,
since cachi volume lias soute pleasant abso-
ciation connected witlî it.

Second sheli-The cliief modemn pocts
and Shakespeare ; flot more tlîan ten or
twelve volumes in aIl. But, if Brawningand
Lawell, WVlittier and Tenînyson, Longfellow
and jean lngelowv, wcave tlîeir chaicest lyrics
imta one's daily thîouglt,-%%,lîat nced is tiiere
af mare?

Shelf three-One af fiction, always cbang-
ing ; simîce staries, if worth anything, slîauld
be passed aoi ta otliers ta enjoy and rend.
The majarity ai novels are like plays : the
action once witnessed, the dénouement
reaclîed, the dialogue uittered, tlîcy have
served their purpose, thiat af an hour's
amusement ar instruction ; we do not need
themi further. Tliere are exceptions, of course.
Ia the standard authors, for instance, ane al-
ways likes ta have Dic~kens, Tlhackeray, Scott,
and George Eliot an hand. There is IlLes
Miserables" alsa, and tliose aId familiars,
"Don Qutixate," "MaInte Crîsto," and othlers
ai like ilk. Sucli fiction is perenniial in is
interest.

Again, tliere are dear boaks,-stories
tender or strang, or so filled %vith wvise say-
ing-s, or quaint or pretty fancies, tliat wve
cherish theni and hîold tlîem very preciaus.
Thîey are aur book alIfinities.

But the ordinary fiction, the passing
navels of the day, slîould fiot be retainied to
crawd aur book-shîe!ves ; they are ment ta
paiss on ta athers. Sa it is that nîiy shelf ai
fiction is neyer crowvdcd and rarely for a wveek
the saine

Shieif four-A miedley af philosaphies
and books af travel, varying froni "lNatuiral
Law iii tic Spiritual World" ta Il Tlîe Seven
Colonies ofAustralia," irom Il Hcarn's Pictur-
esque Glimpses af Unfiamniliar Japani" ta the
driest (if Canadian histories.

Shielf five - Is devoted ta magazines,
Arenas, Guirrent IJitratures and Ret'îcws of
Rcviews a-plenty. These are ta be packed tmp
iii tîxat spare hour tlîat neyer camnes, and
sent awvay ta saine af aur splendid missionary
nîînisters, or little pioncer wvamen ai the
North.west prairies, wlîo litunger s0 for liter-
ature, yet must content tlbemselves with
the occasicînal wvcekly paper. Only book
lovers knowv or cati sympatlîize withl book
hunlger.

To my friend's second question-,' Wilat
books shiah 1 buy ta stock ny library
shielves ? -- there is only one answcr : Nonte,
-at least notre cu mass.

A libmary, if it is ta be %vorth anything at
ail, must be a growthl,-thie reflectiomi, and
oulcame af its awner's literary tastes.

The vcry thouglit ai buying volumes by
the dozen or score, repels the truc book laver.
Neyer mind if it takes months or years
ta fill those slf-spacs,-let the process be
anc book at a tine. For, ai a truth, a lib-
rary af il n orthy book, rend, enjoyed,
annotated and wvaven inta aur lufe thotight, is
greater tian a burdenied wvall ai volumes
wvith umîicut leaves.

And aiter ail, the great men ai the past-
thc stramîg men-the reformiers wvho have
liftcd the warld ta a hiier plane, have been
one-baok nien, iîiom tlieir Bible or their
Shakespeare lias mîade wondraus wvise and
dcep.

One book at a time, be à Iiistory or travel,
storyr or pocin ;-in choice bindling if you cari,

but alw'ays in clear print. And let each re-
flect faithfully your ownl Iiterary taste. Leave
out worthless books; refuse a place to the
modern melanicholy novel, wvlose unhealthy
decadcnce is but a passing mood. Keep the
tone of youir literature brighit, strang and
wholesomie. But, beyond titis, let your lib-
rary represent 'jour mvii choice; else it is flot
yours, but anyonc's or no one's.

AI*

la selecting a library for a Catiactian home,
wve should malie a point af devoting at least
one shielf to the literature of aur own country.
We do flot appreciate our Canadian wvriters
as wc should. They certainly find littie en-
couragement from us, since wve rarely think of
placing Caniadian books first and foremiost in
our library. The best encouragement wve cani
give ta anly writer, is to buy his or lier book ;
it mntias mare than kind wards or flattering
notices-altliotugh these are flot by any
mens ta be despised.

And wve have suchi a strang yaurig schaol
af English-Canadian writcrs in paets and
naovelists.

No better baok af short stories lias been
publishied for several years titan E. W. Tham-
son 's IlOld Man Savarin." Miss Dougahl
ranks in the front of the Elsmerian school
wvith lier Il Be-gars Ail," ",Wlîat Necessity
Kniows," and lier recent "lZeit-Geist."
There is Gilbert Parker alsa, with bis

'Hudson Bay Tales"; William Kirby and
Macdonald Oxley, and brighitJean Mcllwraitb
and Miss Machar. These are somte ai aur
noveflsts, îvhose naies accu r as 1 write.

And in poets wve have men and wamen ta
be praud oi,-3liss Carman, Wilfred Camp-
bell, Duncan Canîpbell Scott, Roberts, aur
clever PailinieJ alînsal, brigit jeani Bletvett,
gclraceftil Ethelwvyn Wetlîerald, and riiany
otliers.

None of thlese are feeble; they are strang;
they rank welcl ta the front among the writers
of to-day ; they command the praise of the
best literary critics on either continent.

Let uis knlow aur own men and wonien af
books. Let us be sure that they at Ieast
have a place iii aur library.

W. P. Mackenzie sends out yet another
madest little volume af verse, entitled
"Heartseasc Hyinns and Otlher Verse."
The hiynins do flot showv ariginality, but

are in fact ratlier qtereotypeçl in sentiment
and rlîyme. Those cntitled Il Redemptian"
and IlThe Eternal " are the best.

Only a mari or wvonan ai decply spiritual
life cati write a hyman wvich will Iltake hold "
ai the wvarld's beart. A grand simpleness and
nat a triteness, is necessary.

l'he love sangs are somewliat obscure,
'<Das Liebejesulein," and the paem "'Cbild-
like" being perliaps the best in this little
collection. RrviEwrR.
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