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INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL WORK

L.ool<inig oî'cr the wvork done by this
and similiar institutions, the question
inuist arise ini any thoughtful mmiid, What
shial thc end of this work bc ?

Wc takce the children fromi thecir homes
and keep thein at school, say thirec or four
years, and thien, following the policy of the
Departmncnt, send thcmn back again to as-
sist in bcttering tic gencral condition of
Indian tribal life. It niay bc a matter of
question as to wvhetlicr this result is likely
to followv in Uic miajority of cases. Whiere
one person possessing unusual advantages,
1111(1 imiself suirrouinded by ninety-niie
îlot siniilarly l)leS5c(l, it wvill not always fol-
low that Uic onie will lift Uip the ninety-
ine. Onîe liardly ever riscs abovc the

average standing of his associates, unless
lic is a specially strong chiaracter, and thc
tcndency to go backN'ard is very m-arkcd
%viîl Inidian pecople, Mien lielpftil influ-
ences have l)een withidrawnv.

Ili viewv of thiese facts, it lias seemed to
nie to l)e thîe duty o! ouir governiient to
retain tlîeir lîold upon Indian children
graduiates o! thie Industrial schîools until
tliev hiad re<hîced kniowledge gained in
the sclîools to practical uise in active lifc.
To îîîake thîis miore c1car, wouild it flot lie
advisable for the Departiuient to set aside
a towlîslîip or two of lanîd adapted to
iiiixcd !arniiing, such land as nîiglit be
fouîîid abolit thîe sources of Iislier River
on Lake \Vinniipeg -,thien, wvhuen children
leave the institultion, give tlienii a !ev acres
cadi. Soic could do0 the fariîning, some
iiiiîglit iolloxv tlîcir trades. A coloily îîîiglît
ini tItis way be settled unider the direction
anid supe)riiitenjdecec of sonie luly qjualified
govcrnnîcîîit officer. li sonie cases boys
anîd girls iiiighit perlîaps nîarry at the
,;cliofols.;id proceed to take tip tlîeir abode
on slicli a .e1e1e an translate tlîcir abili-
tics <lcveloî)ed at the schiools inito success-
fui hives.

Tlhiere a11- nîiany ]-casons %vlîy I have en-
t-rtaîiticîl thlese convictions. Thîe huis.
caves a1nd( swanliis o! Keewatin cani îîcvcr
do) lillucl more dhin to suipply its ilîlab-
italîts %Vith venlisonl and fishi. It is not,
and iieNver will be. anl excellent farinig

couîntry. Wc takce thie children away frolii
thecir honmes, wlîen tliey nîiglit be gatlier-
ing skill as lîuinters or fisliermen. We
give thîem, a comnmercial education and ac-
quaint tllem witlî thie mîethîods of civiliza-
tion, after this sending tliem- back to
where neitlier commîîercial life nor modern
civilization are to be found.

To some o! uls it is a îvell-knoivn f;act
tliat the souirces o! food are groxving year-
ly less valuiable. The deer and the moose
aire very iiiîuclî Iess iii number now tlian
fornierly. The fishi suppîy lias failcd quite
considerably ini the last teti years. To
:-Oîne O! us thec tinie does iot seem distant
wl'hen the people of Keewatin must be
tauiglît to earni tlîeir living from the
groinnd(. or be fed at tic expenlse o! the
Dominion. Thîe former course, for rea-
sns given, seems to bc doubtful. in the
extrenie ; thîe latter course could only be
deplorcd by ail wvlo wvisli the Indian well.
lie is' a better mnî Mien lie works out
thie conditions o! lus owvn wvelI-bcing. He
wlio begs loses ail thiat is of value in truc
ianlhood.

M any oi thie children returning froin thîe
sclîools wvill be ilI-content witlî the circnnîi-
stances of a life in the interior. Thîe
chiarnîs o! solitude wvill tiot be so attrai..Lve
as Mvien iii carlier days tlîey roamed the
forest, sceking gainîe. Thie advaîîtages
ciijoycd hiere will alwvays inspire a restless-
îîcss alid a discontent with the more lixwiit-
cd privileges o! a solitary existence far
fi1 the iaunlts and honmes, thie villages
anîd cit ies o! thle whîite mian.
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