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Goverminent, that the ministers were to look for
support.  ‘T'hat this opinion has been extenswely
acted on is tao abvious, from the uccompanying
Retuen 5 and it is tu be borne in mind, that Presby-
terinns pay their ministers no dues on tle ocensions
of baptlsuw, macringes, deaths, or for the adnnnis.
teation of any relgnions nites. ‘U'hio stipend consti-
tutes the sole payinent ; and it is given us rent, for
accommodation in the meeting-honso.

‘Fho three-fold classifiention of 1803, was very
umsatisfactory to the great hulk of the ministers, of
whom the second und third clusses were composed.
Deputations from year to year winted upon (Govern-
nent, praying for on equulization of the grunt, and
tho abolition of o class.division, which was repre-
sented as destructive of the ceclesiasticn) parity of
ministen recognised by the Preshyterian Church.
When this alﬂnjcc! came at length to be looked
into, « appeared thut the equalization songht for
was, that the ministers should all receive £100 a
year of Bounty, ‘e Government declined that
proposition, but cfiered to rise at once the £30
clusy to £75, on condition thut the L100 class
should come down to £75 as vacancies took place
among them=-thereby giving in time £75 10 all;
and this was agreed 1o in 1838, It was at the
sume time anyounced, that regulations respecting
the payment of stipend wore under considerition
and u circular was issied to'the suveral Synods on
the 20th October in that year, intimating, that the
future issue of new endowments would be dependent
on the payntent of a certuin stipend by euch con-
gregation. the wnount of which would be specificd
in a subsequent cos ication.  Such 2 measuze
had become absclutely necessary on the part of
Govermment, viewed cven on financial grounds;
for althonalt no Presbytery in Scottund or Eugland
wowld ordain 2 nvinister in any congreyation withe
vut adequate stipend being sceured to him, yet
some Presbyteries in Ulster felt under no such re-
siraint, as the Bounly had become the mumstay 3
and, in not u few cases, ordmations teok place,
while the whole vearly stipend to the minister
would not equal the wages of u day-Jubourer. So
injurious was thi< system upon the people them-
sclves, that during the threetold classification of
Bounty it sometinmes occurred, that a congregation,
on finding that its mivister had got himsclf ad-
vanced from the third to the second class, or froin
the latter'to the finst, thereupon dimumshed therr
previous payment of stipend 2 aud by keepmg down
his income to the former amount, saved therr own
contributions, at the expense of the I'reasury. “Po
check this and similar tendencies; the Government
promulgated in 1340 certaih regulations regarding
Royal Hounty ; one of wluch was, that, at the very
least, £35 of stipend mast be yeprly pad to the
minister, otherwiso no Bounty could be issucd.—,
Great reluctance was manifested 1o thisregalation,
or'to the payment of any prescribed amount of
stipend being made an absolute condition of parti-
cipating in the- Patlianentaay grant; but as the
congregations gave no undertaking or legal deed,
securing, as in Scothand auvd clsewhere, the pay-
iment of a spesific incone to their ministers ; and us
past experience demonstrated, that unless thd Go-
vernment interfered, the existing system would
continne, the regulation in question would not be
departed from.  Every minister, therefore, now
receives (exclusive of the Royal Bounty) a min-
iimum congregational income of £33, of which £20
must be paid by his congrezation, while the balance
may be made up by a free manso, or a permancat
bequest; ¢r a donation. . ;

‘[he ministers.endowed since the 20th October,
1838, ate thosc only whose congregations ate sub-
Ject to this regulation ; for the ministers endowed

feviously, and who comprise a great part of the

etury, wero secured in tho coutinuance of their
Bounty irrespective of stipend.  As vacancies,
however, occur among the:n, their congregations
fall under the rle. Since the regulations have
Lieon in force, a'l congregations bound to make up
the £33, we certified by their Presbytenes to do
»0; but it j& apparent, from a glance at tho Return,
that they seldom oxceed the prescribed amount.
On tlie other hand, congregations formerly payiag
e ¢!d ministers bayond £33, now pay the neie minie-

ters exactly L35 and it is feared, only pay even
thut s, just because the Governutent reguiauuns
tnake it necessary,  Wherever thie Bouaty cannot
be got without puyinent of a partutar sapend, the
roquisite st is paad, but no more 3 stich, with
occasonal excepuions, i3 becominy the pructice.
T'hree old rural congregations, winch, trom change
of nunistery, fell under the regulatuns doauy the
past yearland who paid the former nstens not

more atipend than from L£10 1o L15, at vace made |

up the L35 to secure the Bounty, notwathstandatg
the prevalent distress 3 andat s notonous, that gany
congregations could well pay fur more stipund thet
ey do ut present. The Consul Met, which ems
powens the “l'reasury 1o give yeatly allowanees to
Episcopaliau and Preshytesan munstess of Bratuh
congregations on the Continenggrequires the cons
rregation 1o pay a st equal to the allowanee
But i [reland the congregation has onlv 1o pay
half its amount § and no annnat vote of Pathianat
1 granted upon so small a contnbution by the
parties locally beacfitted by the tsuc.

‘Uhere are threo small Presbytenan Bodies m

Utster who accept no Royal Bounty ; und their !

congregations, which are sutfening under the same

difficatues s ther vegthbours, puy  mare thay |

potnLs: the average stipend of the eadvwad cone

wrovations.  Uno of these Budies, caiicd thie Lastem |

Reforined Synod, has imdeed largely sncreased ats
stpend this vear.  Other Protestant Dissentery

ot of the Presbyteriatt desomsmiation), s despito !

of all local pressure, Whew se pay towazds thar own
relimons imterests i umich wreat £ average sune than
the Presty tenans of the Synuds roecaviyg Pathia-
menfury support.

Allusions are made in Dr. Morgan's lotter to an
inerease of the Bounty, from the madequacy of
£75 to mtntam the unnoters dunng the present
high price of provisions. ‘l'o mauny similar com-
mitistications from other quarters | kave pointed out,
ug an answery the payments of the congrentiony
1o their ininisters, whea contrasted with afl aronnd
them ¢ for while, i the comnmoniest hedee or infant
school, the cluldren give cach a penny o week, the
Preshyterian miinisters, for affording reliyrions in-
struction, do not receive frum their people at the
tate of cven one farthing a week.  Other denomni-
nations are tared for & Pur'iamentury grant, to
enable’the Preshy terian laity 1o support theis minis-
ters; and by additional taxation, stitl further to
relieve that Taity.who contrilmte so little to this
object themselves, would be unjust to tivose other
denomnations who have entirgly 1o pay ther own
inisters, and do it liberally and cheerfully.

All which I now report.

’ Grorce Matnupws
Dublin Castle, 28th June, 1817,

The Report 13 followed by tables, shewing the
number of familics in cvery congregation, und the
suins raised in each for the support of the neinister.

We give the following extract, shewing the largest
congregation in cach. Preshytery, and the mun
which it raises; the number of souls in éach is
given on the principle of five for a family :
Number of

Persone. Sum raised.

Name of Congregation.

Killimurries . ¢ . 1500 £59 0 0
Newtownards . . 3,500 P00
Clage . . - . 2000 7 10,3
Cozhoy . . . 1860 3B 00
Bailichorough . . 1,200 2 13 4
Shercock"” + - . 350 15'7T 6
Ballbay - . - 120 3613 13
Connot's « - . 5,000 40 0 0.
Loughbrickland . . 1,700 1 0 ¢
‘Fownsend street (Belfast) 3,500 150 0 0
Carrickfergus s . 3,000 & 0 0
Cootchill o™ 700 16 2°6
Clogher - - . 1610 3610 0
Dunbos « = - < 3,500 D18 0
Killinchy - . . 3000 % 00
Sligo’ - . W0 3510 6
Cork . . .. 5060 33 6 8
Knowhesd .. 3,000 55 0 0
Stranoriar .. %93 - wBUIO
Ballinahineh - * . . 23,000 H 0 0

& ks
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-t v mmemem - e ~a
Drumbo . . B0 £33 V0
Mary's Abbay (Dublin- . 320 29 U0
Matetburn . S T 4500 0
Giend-nnol 2,010 W0
Ramelton . 2,009 % 00
Maghera Lt LI P i) I O T
) \lun.l,_'h.lll . . 1,500 . 35 5 4
A} (Y2 2.50) W v o
JBaihty . . 8500 G0 0 0
Clogheimy . N ] 3wy
Raphio . R Prd | 5 00
Ballyeunay . 2700 60 0 0

, Baliyuoany . . LK Gy 1t Gs
y Arbuwaw o, I V) 41 140
1 l,mc:-' . . . 850 3t 3
, Autam . . . . 3,060 ¥ v o
; Coukstown . . . 400 60 0 0

Nore: :=sSmce thie Report wasan type, we have
seen it advertised in a Lonadry paper, thot the
. Baiesu AxreSvare Cicken Arseoisiioy have

pubishicd the wholy of the Otliciad Report of tho

Seeretary ex & Fract!!! u pretty decisine proof
, of thuar estiuate of the baving of the Repot on
the question of Leelerhastical establalung s

—

i GALL FEMALE ASSOCIATION.

‘Thie Seerety held ata fust Meeting on the 31st
Muzch, 1017, the Vestry of Jinon's  hutely—
the f2ev Mr Bayue vreading on tha acenson,

The procecdings of that meetmge haviog been
pubished an the Galt Ruronter, at that tune, 1t 1w
tinnecessary to do mote, at present, than advert to
the tavourable counnenceiieat of the Asgoemtion,
and the hearty wtnrest then taken 1n o8 prospenity.

‘Uhss miterest, we sejuee to sy, has contimued
ta cteaso with the merensimg namber of ats inesus
hors, and the opportutitties tor iy wamiestaton.—
CThs Society now consnts of fully one diundred
tmembrns s and the work supplied by themn has beent
hiberal an quantty, aud switable i quahty.

Ju additiont to the wark sa readdy contabuted
by the Association, n consdetable vanety of aru-
1 cles mefe sent by Mo, Burng, to be sold for the

tlome Mwsion.  Another supply was provided
t by Mrs. Eeoon, m bebualf of hoox's Collegre, partly
{ contributed from the Edinburgh ladies” fiberal goit
to the Feale Axociation of “Foronto, and punly
from fniends i Aberdeen.

"Flee Socioty has had tieo public salea; one held
ou the th Noreruber, 1947 ~the vther on the 15th
April, 1833,
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b "I'he weather was unfavourable on both otas-

sionw § but the smns reahzed weze very mtmfactory.
‘I'he ‘L reasuter’s account stauds as tollows —

Sulsenptions and Donations, mclu.
ding a hiberal donation of 810 from )
Dre Millar, . . . o.oLL21en

Procceds of Sale—0th 1547, 26 1 3

. e
Nov,,

Do. do~e15th Mar. 1818, 20 5 8
L3019 8
HISRCRSEMENT OF FUNDR ‘
Homo Mission ¥und, . . . . . 23 0D
College Fund. . . . . . 21 0 0
n aid of College Bursury, ptr Mer.

B0, cge o o« 0 - 3150
Maierials for work, . . . . o 9y
Printing, « « o + ¢ o . - 117 6
Fitting ap and cloaning Salo Rvom, 011 3

. £63 8 63
Receipts, thus. L0119 R -
Dishursements, . . 69 8 6§
In Treasurer’s hand, 211 1)

—— £i019. 8
Another sale is contemplated in autumn ; and
the Society will feel obliged by any donatwons. in
work of uoncy, which moy be contzibuted by the
kindness of friends. »
1n Songratulating the Aseociation oa present
success, wo would desite to temcmber that it & culy
the commencemment of what onght to bs. a cound’
of sclive. persevering exestion. in behalf of the
very impostant mstituticns to which the fypds now

i




