
TRE GOSPEL TItIBUNE. 227

Noiw LIe people would ail like ta nxeat tocýetlîcr in s
anc assenîbly, and thcy knowv if it could ba braught a
about on equitable principles, duit tlîcy wvould Ail ti
enjoy tlieniselves mucir better than it is possible for il
thani to do, Nvilie meeting in two or four distinct P
graups. And acii af tha ministers admits, frankly, 1)
tirat iL is extremnely discouragingf ta, continue premîch- 1
ing frora sabbatm ta sahbatlî, te a scattered fragment ti
ai a cbngrcgation : and lie aise, knovis welt that a s
fl'al assernhly would abtain froru imi faîr superIor t~
sermons, by lifting fram bis hcoart a depressing load 0
ai discouragenient, consequent an wvitnessing thin,
dath-like cengregations. Is it nlot obviaus then, f

if the union ineasures now suggested were reaiized,.
tiîat preachers and people would ail enjovy tiroir i

respective positions niucli botter than under existing i
circumstances ; ad that on ecd Lord's day.' eael n
village and toivri instead of not lrr>'.ing enomîgli, Mwould t
have frron onc te threo ininisters te sparo?7 Thris
surplus, a urmi(ed clmurch would have tlic means af
sending iite tire lighwni-ys aud badges, for the pur-
pose of building up congregatians, Nvhiere the people
are scîîttercd as slheep %witheut a slrepWrd; and thus
a minister ai tire Goirpelvould lic iound' ta rncctevery P
legitimate dcmnnd.

In relation ta the practicabulity ai the mensures
uaw praposcd, none eau deny tint raucl of the Sp-
proximating wvorli is already accomplislhcd. 'rhirty t
years age, iL iVis a corumon occurrence ta hiear Pros-
byteriami aùd Nfethodist ininisters, reciprocally pro-
uaunecing eacli otirars distinctive doctrines, Ildamna-
bie licresies !"-A lrcsbyterian Meeting Ieouse, in
IvIirici thc writer constantly wevrsiîipped God in the
days af bis youth, ivas Nwitlin a few :'ears aftcr its
orectian, absolutely abaadoncd hy tlie minister, ba-
cause tic trustees allowed a Metliodist clergymnan to
preixtb Nvitlîin its ivails 1 Parties are stili livinig,
whio attest iL ta hae a fact, within theol:' personal recol-
lection, thiat the Prestytcrian Burgliers, in Scotlandi
:%ould net allaw a servant af their menibersip, ta
jin ivith his master in iamiy worship, if tiat nmas-
ter happeiicd ta bie a Presbyterian Autihurgier 1
Whbo, iii the days ai sucir occurrences, eould lîave*van-
tured ta pronounc the coming togetier ai those
bodies practicable 1 YeL tie approximating work
wvas cexnxuencad, aud completed ; and-several years
have already passed, since their încorporatad union
ivas happily cstalislied, se that they ara naw, and
have been for years, mutuialiy enjoying full commu-
nion and fellowsbip together, as constituent parts of
the United Preshytorian body. In tire light ai sucli
historical isots, it is difficult ta caneeivc, lîoi ny
ana eau hesitata ta, admit. tic pzactieability ai tie
unions suggqsted.

As to the manner of effeclinil Mccc unions, iL is car-
tainly sal'e ta state, that ail 'wbo clearly sec thoir im-
portance, should, at once, begin ta eaul the *Attention
ai their neigiliours te, thc subject; deterniined nover
te rest froin thc Agitation, till the seripture measure
ai christian union, is fu.liy enjoyed by the saints on
carth.

lu ail 'thase localities, 'whera thec hurch-going
population is barey sufielent aforu Cn goo con-

regation, mensures might at oce bc taken, ta pro-
-veut it being 'eckly brokn into fragments. If
'within the-limit ai suei eongrgatiori, tWO, tirce,
or more evaugelical charchas havo beau arganizcdi
let it ha detarmîned hy thc ministers, if tbay.are'in,
tie advauce ai tic people, tiat two of them shahl net
be found preaching nt the saine honr,iu t'iatcomrnn-
nity. Lct*tbem nicet together ana fix upea a plan
for tie year, that will givo to, eadb minister, su'ch a
number off appointinents te file as alhiR,-bear-'ti

ame proportion ta the whole number af the year'a
ppoitîtnents,wlîich tha nuniber of his adbcrents sus-
ains, to the aggregate nuniber of ail the adhorents
a congregatianal conilexion with the contracting,
arties. In corresponding locatlitie2, wbcre the pob-
le areimore in favaur of union than their iministers,
et them ineet togcetier, and inféri their ministers,
liat tlîey are naL to bie separated in the publie wavr-
hip) af Gad; that they are preparcd ta hecar sucli ai
lhem lu rotation as may hae wvlling tacanfarmn ta d plan
t' fppointmcnts, as equitable as the ana just stated;
,hile those w~ho ivili nat se confari, they have doter.
iiied ta leave t.e find congregations for theniselves.
n soe such inanner, many of the mast prominent
dvantages af the unions desired, might boe realized
tucdiately, in every community, wbere cither the

iiiisters or the people are determined ta enjoy
hinr.

LETTER.

When a well-manifed aud well-equipped vessai is
ursuing its prosperaus course or the' smooth sur-
àce af aLstimmer sen, the, passengers, an wham no
esponsibility devolvcs, most wisely and most will-
ngly abstaip from an uncallcd-for and presumptuans
ntericrence wvit1î its management and evoltiains ;_
liry still continue ta pursue the sanie prudent sys-
oum of passiveness when tibere is a mighty tempest
>n the occan, and when the ships af a tierce and
oreigyn fac ara seca bcnring down frani a distance,
f tlr eau roly upon the skili o.nd trustworthiness
f! the commander, and af those in authority under

iim. But 1!, 'whist the sea works still more fanions-
y, and is teanpe7tuauis against theih, and the hostile
ect is rapidly appro 'aching,1tbey are cornpelled by
rrefragablc and alarming evidence ta concinde, that
,bc captain and bis affleers are nlot oùly lukewaria
)ut treachierous; and that, whilst they are se, acting
r.s ta place the vessel at the mercy of their enemies,
ind dispatching to them vwhale boatloads af previs-
ans aud amînunition, thcy lavinli ail their counte-
nauce and ail tlheir confidence Pa the least efficient
,nembers ai the crew, and frown 'upon ail snch as,
bing impressed with a conviction af the coxnmon
langer, p 'esuma te address theni in tho language af
expostulation and rebuke, it becames nlot only tha
right, but the duty, af every passenger ta try and ar-
rest the, machinations of pcrfidy and treasan, by
lifting up an bonest and indignant tcstimony, lest
the sbip, 'wlich is in jcapardy cvery hour froni the
ccascless activity ai its focs, and tire criminal apathyr
ai its defenders, should, sink like lead into the mighty
waters.

Such, my friends, has, in my judgment during
a course ai years been, and duch is nt the present
moment, the position af Pro tcstantism 'In Great Bri-
tain. The political horizon lias presented a ba'wer-
ing aspect The blackncss ai Popish darkxicss lias,
# épecially in England, been graduafly asshmingr a
more formidable hue. The enemy's fooct ha-aslbeau
strengthcaedby numerouis desertions froni aur own
ports. Nana ai aur most eminpnt statesmen ai any
party-none of those connected eitler with -the làte
or 'with the presant, Cabinet, have sbown any dispo-
sition ta, cape with the difficulties ai -tis; critical
emorgency in a spirit ai scràtural a1na ènergetic
faithfulness. On the contrary,uthey vie with each
other in the alacnity and promptitude with whicî
they succuxub ta, overy- Popish dlaim, and *in the coîd-
snpervilionsness ivith wfitlh iey repel cvery ?zo..
testant remonstrance. Whig-r4àdica pnints and poli-
ticîans Isy it down as aunctovrib àxîor j-


