-

O

WEEKLY MISCELLANY.

" A FINISHED EDUCATION.
DIALOGUE BELWEEN LDWARD & JHLNRY.
(RECITATION.)

ScuNz.~HuNRY alone in his study. Enter En-
WARY, with & cigar in lils hand.

Edward. Hurrah! this winds up
school-days. Now for life.
Ienry. Heigho! you appear to have

steam up this morning.

E. Yes, sir, and something's got to
move. But what are you moping over
books for 2 Come, put away the rubbish,
and take a turn with me.

I, Net so fast, my fly away! Sup-.
pose you throw away your rubbish; I
mean that cigar you are making such a
flourish with, and let’s have a little chat.
Youre getting into such a fume, 1
shouldn’t like to trust myself to go with
you just now.

K. Oh, nonsense! you're a natural
born old fozy, and you'll.never know any-
thing about life. I supposc you mean to
grub away at your boolks until vou get to
be as wisc and as stupid as Professor
Brown, who is always in 2 brown study,
and don’t know enough to tie a cravat.

1. You talk a good deal about life,
perhaps there’s more in that word than
vou think of.

E. Yes, str, I know there is. I'm
lie 2 bird that’s been shut up these ten

years in a cage of a school-rcom.  How
vould I know anything about hfe? But

now the <oor's open, and I'm bound to
have my liberty.
ff.  Liberty to do what?

L. Why, whatever comes into my
head. I can smoke when 1like, I can go

out nights, and come in when I please ;
1 can have a jolly spree with the boys, and
have good times generally, without any
vid Brown to do me browa for it.

I According to vour own story, you
lave mcerely chosen a new master, or
vather, many masters, in place of Professor
Brown. You expect to abey whatever
notion comes into your head.  Your fancy
or your appetite will say “smoke,” and
you'll smoke. Your companions will say,
*Let’'s have a jolly spree”—that i,
¢ Let's drink wine until we are half erazy
and can enjoy acting uprearious and silly,”
and you'll obey them and make a fool of
vaurself.  Professor Brown never requir-
cd anything half so unrcasonable.

E. DButyou know a young fellow must
sow his wild oats!

. 1don'tknow any must of the kind.
1 have determined to sce life, teo, and to
hiave my liberty, and there shall be no
must like that over me.

£. You're a queer fddlow 3 yeu never
would do like the rest of us; but I can’t
hiclp Liking vou.

I ‘Thank you for your friemlship. 1
wish I might usc it for your benefit. Ed-
ward, you have never rezily thoaght what
Jite is.  Look at yourseld a moment; von
aan think soundly i yau™ only hold «ili
lang onough., You're n o lalT ke repre.

bate you sometimes scem. You have a
body and a soul. They are for you to
improve or ruin. - You can put them un-
der training that will make them stronger,
better, and happicr, or you can suffer
them to be made weak, mean, and miser
able. Now, which course is truc life ?

E. Butyoeu would cut off all a fellow’s
fun.

II. No, but T would stop his folly.
Don’t I enjoy sport as well as you? I
blon’t want to brag, but I'll ask who was
the best skater on the pond, yesterday
Who has been the ‘captain of your ball.
club, and the Ieader on the academy play-

ground .
E. You, of course; that's why ¥ like

you, in spite of your preaching.

. Isn't the preaching, as you callit,
true? Don't gquarrel with the truth. I
want to have the best part of me—the
soul—as healthy and vigorous as the body,
and both of them as noble as they can be
made.  That's ay idea of life.

E. [Throws axway kis cigar.] 1know
you're right, and if I could always be with
you, I shouldn’t get 56 wild.

H. There’s vour weakness, and henee
your danger in choosing foolish company.
You are too ready to join in with every
one you meet.  Sct vourself to be a man
after your own ideas of right. You've a
better vight to lead others in a good way
than they have to lead you wrong; and
thie true way to become aleader is to rule
yoursclf. DBut come, now we've had 2
long talk, and as I've scen you've thrown
away vour sign of weaknéss, I'll take a
walk wi'h vou.
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WRITING COMPOSITIONS.

Write about what interests you. That
trule will guide you to the choice ofa good
j subject for your first cfforts. By-and-by,
after much practice, you will learn that
one of the best ways to heecome interested
in a subject is to try to express thoughits
upon it; but I wish now particularly to
help the beginner. .

What were you doing after school hours
yosterday ? Ylying your kite? Playing
tag, or “ hide-and-go-scek,” or at some
other fine sport? Or did you take a walk;
to the woods to 18k for winter-greens,
or to sec if any crocuses and violets were
yet peeping out to ask if spring had in-
<caxt come? Qr, perhaps, there was work
to be done: the kindling-wood to split,
y the coal to bring in, the cows to milk, or
!otl:cr. < chores™ to attend to. Somce of
j the girls, pe-haps, were having a good
; stide on the pond, or were busy helping

mother clear up the house, or getting tea
ready, or sewing patchwork, or imcnding
; their brothiers” shirts andstockings. What-
, ever it was, particularly if you were in-
terested in it, wiil farnish a good subjeet ©
9T & composition, provided you will write
your own thoughts, and not what yvou.
soppese come one elee would say about

it. ¢ \Vhat !” says Susan, ¢ write a com-
position about washing dishes, and tell
Just what I thought ' Yes, just that.
Let us sce how it might read :

I wish we didu't have to wash dishes
every day. Xt isn't pleasant work. Some-
times the water is so hot it bums my fin-
gers, and sometimes the dishes fall, and
get broken, and I get a scolding, But
if the water isn’t hot, they won't look so
nice. I wonder why hot water mokes
them cleancr than cold ! I wish somebody
would invent a machine for washing
dishes ; tifey have machines to do almost
everything now-a-days.” ‘

There, isntthat the way your thoughts
run? .

“ But yeu don't cali that a good com-
position ! say you.

Wlo expects you to wrile a good com-
positien at first 2 I only wish to show you
that it is casicr to begin the exercise tha
you may have supposed, and to encourag
you to make thet rial. If yon do not comn-
mence uitil you kuow how to write o
good composition, you will be like the
boy who resolved #ever tc go into the
water until he knew how to swim. o
become an accomplished writer requires
much thought, study, and practice.  The
great difiiculty lies at the very commence-
ment, in making up your mind that you
can doit, and surcly few boys and girls
will confess that hey could not equal
Susan’s supposed essay on washing dishes.

Your leacher will kindly point out
faults to be avoided, and sugzest how im-
provements can be made, and by attend-
ing to their instructiens you will advance
step by step, until composition wiil be a
delight and not a task.

Yrom the vay “rst, resohe that you
will try 10 expross yunr awen thengids, and
then andeavour to olse.ve and think and
act, so that yon may have good thonghts,
and you will find your whole life bene-
fitted by the attempt,
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A GOOD YOUNG PRINCE.

AR the twlg s hent, the tree i Indlinel.”

The Duchess of C , a lady as dis-
tinguished forher mental qualitics as for
her goodness of heart, was celebrating
her birthday in the palace of asmall Ger-
man capital, where she had resided since
she was left a widow, and laboured so
lovingly in the relief of the poor and af-
flicted, that a clever English nobleman
said, and said truly, of her, * Benevo-
lence is her synonyme.”

The court of congratulation was just
over.  Exhausted by the tcdious and
troublesome ceremony, the Iady had re-
tirced from the reception-room to hier hon-
doir, when she heard light, hurried foot-
steps coming up the stairs.

“Ah! ah? she said to hersdlf, * those
arc my grandsons coming to congratu-
Iate me.”

So it was. Twa Lealthy growing lads
of ten and eleven years of age came im




