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and spreading that inward scenery over
which it is to exputinte. The Bible is a
houschold book. 1t is only in the houschold
that it can find the mind in a fic condition
to be seized and possessed by all its powers.
[t is only there that it can pour itself into,
monld itseli’into, weave itselfinto, the mind’s
whole capacity and textare, and make its
subtle toree peneteate and pervade every fi-
bre of the intelecr, the imagination, and the
thought.  No man ean feel the full power of
the Dible unless he has been accustomed
from Lis carliest childhood to hear it readin
daily houseiold worship,

Then look as the influence of family wor-
ship on the yorersmient of the house. ~ With
what a sacredness of suthority is the parent
armed in thie sight of his children when they
see him thus daily standing as the priest of
the houschold, and associating himself’ so
ultimately with God.  Lhereis a secret and
mysterious foree which flows onut upon his
word of command or rebuke, upon his tone,
his look, lis gesture, his handiing of the rod,
his whole administration of govermment,
whichisfelt by the youngest ¢hild, and which
the oldest member of the circle does not
wholly escape. A divine clementis import-
ch into all this legislution, and the whole
movement ol parental authority makes the
impression of being controlled by the powers
of the world to come.  Then what a calm-
ing of all the passions, what 2 steadying of
all the wild forces of the day, to have breath-
edaver them the breath of morning and
evering prayer, and to have opened upon
them the awlul eye of God and the solemn
tight of eternity!

And then, to crown all, look at its dircct
reliyious eftfeet, its influence on the souls of
the children.  How it brings them, as no-
thing else cam, into direct and habitual con-
uet with all that has power to awaken con-
seicnee, to touch the feelings, to form the
principles, to move the heart. . ow incom-
pavably it fmpresses upon them the exist-
cnce and presence of God. Iow it sets be-
fore them his power, his holiness, his good-
ness, kis merey. How it accompanics and
interprets his providence, and makes use of
every new cevent and chaugeful mood of
housel:old joy or sorrow to Jead insome new
lesson of his Word, some new appeal of his
love, some new energey of his Spivit.  How
it illustrates God's love by thewords of ten-
derness with whicl it breathes forth the pa-
cent’s own.  Jow it keeps ever before the
child a perpetual type and image of that so-
licitudce for his soul which hends the heavens
and brings thic arms of God down from the
skics, and makes all vature the minister of
its seerct amd meltivg utterance.  How it
lays all the presence and power of cternity
side by side with the child’s daily path, and
guthersupot him at times such concentration
cf its foree, that it is alwost s if he heard

the voice of the resurrection-trump, and saw
the face of Jehovah, and felt the whole aw-
fulness of the judgment,

"This power of household worship over the
soul of the child is never forgotien, and its
influences may be resisted, but they ave not
removed.  They hraid themselves inextri-
cably into the very tissue of the soul, and
often, years afterwards, when the tireon the
houscliold altar has expired, and its very
stones are seattered, among strangers, in a
foreign land, and thousnnds of miles from
home, this power suddenly wakes from its
sleep, and comes rushing back upon the
memory, all the fountains of the deep break-
ing up before it, and the whole spiritual life
lified from its fastenings and swept imesisti-
bly to Jehovalt’s feet.

It wasdoubtless one of the designs of the
peculiar constitution of the family, that this
very influence shonld be exerted and this ve-
r‘y result should be secured. Tt was meant
that this power for good which perpetually
plays upon the child’s mind, should, as it
dous, do more perhaps than any other single
influencein the whole range of his ex perience
to turn him from his sins and bring him
back in penitence to God.

Aund if these influences for good, reaching
out into the whole interest and life of the fa-
mily for time and cternity, are thus con-
nected with household worship, then is not
such worship the highest duty and privilege
of every houschold, thehighest duty hecause
the highest privilege 2 Was not family re-
ligion meant to be the very basis of the fa-
mily state, and can any family realize the
frae idea of the honschold, unless it has its
altar of worship and its daily offering of in-
cense and sacrifice 2 What father and mo-
ther can possibly consent to Iet theirchildren
grow up and go forth inte life without these
mighty cords of influence hound upon them
and woven through and throngh the whole
texture of their being ' What parent can
possibly forego the privilege of th:us leading
the houschold day hy day to God, that he
may draw around them his everlusting arms,
turn upon them the light of his countenance,
and breathe through every channel of their
souls the hreath of his omnipotent and ve-
generating Spirit 2—Independent.

Rexovine or CinLnpnex.—Somctimes
a mother nikes kier care ann attentson to
a child » reason for neglecting ilic worship
of God, or scts her heart upon it more than
God. When she thinks not of it God
removes the child. Xtis dangerous to let
any thing stand between us and God.
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