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as wedl ax abrogd.  Iavo you ever heard o saying of that eminent missionary, Wil-
liam Carey, bofore ho Jott for Indin. ¢ I,”" said ho to a brother minister ¢ will
go down into the well if you will hold tho rope.”  If you do nut clearly uider-
stand this fizurative langungze, you must ask your parents or teachuis tv explain
it, so that you may know what we mean whon wo gay that wo and other mission.
aries have gono down into the well, and that we want you to help to hold the
rope.  But how can children hold tha ropa?  IWhat can they do in so preat and
difficult & work ?  Thoy can do a great deal.  There is no doubt about it ; be-
cause they bave already done much,” Children have already Jaid hold of the rope,
and held on most nobly.  The children of England, as you all know, bought the
¢« John Willinms,”* and they havo raised almust, if not all, tho woaney that has
been ncoded 1o pay her oxpenses for seventoen years’ pust.  Then thero is the
¢ Morning Star,”* hought by the ¢hildren of’ American Sahbath Schools; and thero
is the Calabar Mission schooner, also purchased by children.  Liexdes theso, thero
are several other missionary vessels. It is Tkely you have heard of most of
them. There is the ¢ John Wesloy,” the ¢t Southern Cross™ (lately wreeked),
the © Dove,” the ¢ Harmony,” the ** Candace,” m Goermany, and our own
¢« John Knox.”* Thus, you seo, there is o goodly number of ships thes: days em-
ployed in the Blessed work of carrying the Gospel to the heathen, and you ses
that of thesa vessels threo wers purchased by children; and th's brings us to the
oint we wizh to lay before you.  The John Knor has done us gaod s rvice for the
ast five yrars; but she is now altagether oo small for us, and we w it another ves-
sel of scventy or cighty tons burdon, and we want you to aid in gelting the vossel for
us, And thisis the way in which we wish you to hold the rope.  Wo want
this vessol to visit the teachers and missionaries on the islands where they now are,
to earry thom to islands that ave still heathen, and to make an annual visit to the
Anustralian colonies, during the hurricane wmonths, to bring supplies for mission-
aries and teachers, and to keep the subject of missions befora the minds ol Chris-
tiang in these colonies. There is far more work of this kind than the ¢« John
Williams” can do, and unless we get anothor vessel, 2 long time must pass beforo
tho light of tho Gospel reach the many islands that remain in darkness,  Should
you respand to our call and get us another vessel, she will bo chicfly employed
among a larae group of islands of which yeu have heard, no doubt—the New
Hebrides.  This group of islands, some thirty of which, as Espiritu Santo and
Malicolo, are very large, the former being 200, and the latter 150 miles m cir-
camference.  And then thess islands arve so beautiful.  If you saw thom, you
would almost funcy you were looking upon o Paradize ; but, nlas! theyure, with
the single exception of Aneiteam, inhabited by savage men. who are cunstantly
practisinz deeds of abomination, and ecruelty which it would chill your blood to
hear.  They worship gods of wood and stone, in which they supposo the spirits
of dead men and other wicked spirits dwell, and though they are greatly afraid of
these spirits, yet that does not prevent them from working all manner of wicked-
nees.  They lie, and steal, and quarrel, and fight ; they murder on: anuther, and
even eat one another. And then they are so cruel to the sick avd aged, and wo-
men and children.  The sick are often allowed to die for want, or buried ahve,
instead of being laid in a nice snug bed, as you are when you are ill, and tenderly
cared for and pursed by dear mothers and sisters. Women are often
most cruelly treated, and not unfrequently murdered, and so are little children,
Some poor creatures get 30 weary of their wretched lives that they go and drown
or strangle thewmselves, or perhaps throw themselves from a cocon-nut trec or a
high roek. And even the strong, and those who oppress others, have no peace
themselves, but are in constant fear of being murdered, or injured by evil spirits.
They always go armed, and slecp with their clubs and spears under their pillows ;
80 you see what a pitiable state is that in which the poor heathens are, and you
see they are all alike miserable, There is no one an help hisneighbor if he were
50 digposed. Now, dear children., we look to you and appeal to you, to put it into
our power to carry to these wretched perishing men the Gospel of Christ, which
alone can remove their miseries: We know #¢ can do that, because it has already
done it for Aneiteum, and many other lands which, a few years ago, was just as
these islands are now. Up! then. dear children, and put your hands tv this good
work. You cannot begin too scon, nor can you engage in & nobler cause. Your




