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{ ;maroh through France., Bands of pilgrims axtive
' homrly at the ¢ gare d'Orleans (vailway station),
Yormed in groups according to their dioceses, and
- laccompanied by their priests, their nuns and their
n gick. The best places are resorved for thess last, the
i ‘oreater part of wh_om have left their sick bed to drag
{-. ‘their suffering bodies to Lourdes, and many of whom
' -hove re;:ei':ed the last sacraments before starting on
Loedheir pilgrimage, .

*..‘Ho*y}\; l%mg and fatiguing a journey awaits us! The

;uilway-can-iages are very inferior in accommodation
wnd ventilation, to our Canadian,cars, and the August

for the practice of patience and
tegral part of the programme,
id I have spoken depreciatingly of the French cars
in the name of civilisation not from immortification,
: At the appointed hour and minute the train starts,
Jn leaving the railway-station each group of pilgrims
ntones the Ave Maris Stella, and then, until bed-time,
iecoed meditations, telling the beads, pious hymns,
& vening prayer intermized with periods of quiat and
‘ssible conversation. When there is any sufficiently
oug pause at a station, priests, nuns, noble ladies in
ong white aprons, Marthas indeed through their holy
sianity, come and go in various directions, giving
j.the sick that nourishment which will enable
fem to bear the lopg journey, and holding to thejr
arched lips that cup of cold water which God will
less because it is given in His name. - .
. We had left Paris at half Ppast three in the afternoon;
on our way had sung the Tantum Ergo or O Salus
i each tim> that we had perceived the spire of a
. At half past three on
inday moining the train arrived at Poitiers. Rver
1. got out, for the Sunday must be kept holy and
‘@.locomotives must be allowed to rest. Besides
#'Were on the spot where lived and died .Rate-
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