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Like many otber birdsof a black colour, as the
blackbird and the starling, tho Crow is sumetimes
found perfectly white. The sight of the bird is ex-
quisitely keen, and it is by this sense and not that of
sinell that be is guided in his search of food, as well
as in his avoidance of human encmies.

In our sccond illusteation ig figured the Fisu Crow
(Corvus ossifraqus). Thisbird is abont sixteen inches
n longth, nad is very common in the maritime distriets
of this continent nt all seasons. Our chief anthority on
thie habits of this bird is Wilson front whose interesting
description we extract the following: *Itirst met
with this species on the sea-coast of Georgia aud ob-
served that they regularly retired to the interior as
evening approached, and came down to the ghore hy
tho first appearanceof day. Their voice first attracted
my notice, being very dillerent from that of the-com-
mon Crow, more hoatseand gatteral, uttered us if
something stuck in their throat, and varied into
several undulations asthey flew along. Their mauner
of fiying was also unlike the othery, as they frequentily
sailed about without flapping their wings, something
in the manner of the raven jand Isoon perceived
that their food and their mode of procuring it were
also different, their favourite baunts being about the
hanks of the river, along whick they usually sailed.
dexterously snatching up with their claws dead fish
or other garbage that floated on the surface.”

The colour of the Fish Crow is deep steel blue,
and thelr flight is long and protracted. They can
disgorge their food like vultures, when wounded and
attempting tb cscape. The female is smaller than
tho male, and the gloss on the plumage is less bright.
They are useful scavengers, and perfurm many valu-
able services to humanity.

British Gleanings.

Tax Reasox War.—A countryman visiting the
famous convict prison at Dartmoor, observed that a

ang of men wero working on the moor, each wear-
ing a ball and chain. e asked oae of them why the
ball was chained to hisleg. “To keep people from
stealing it,”” was the reply; * there are so many
thioves about here.

Porators.—“Welearn from the Mark Lane Express
that the value of potatoes imported into the United
Kingdom in 1854 was £17,467 ; in 1855, £10,196 ; in
18.6, £19 222; in 1857, £175,004 ;in 1838, £337,821 ;
in 1859, £101,038 ; in 1860, £136,576 ; in 1861, £112,.
347 ; in 1862, £333,842; in 1863, £241,129 ; in 1§61,
£142,986 ; and in 1865, £161,007.”

Tue Dexavp For Rearivag Macmines.—We learn
from an English exchange that tho demand for ma-

chines for harvesting corn is greater perhaps at the
present moment than it has ever been known to be
All the makers, we are informed, are “ overdone
with orders.”’ This state of things is partly due to
the dearness of labour, and partly to the increased
acreage of grass for hay, owing to the cattle plague.

Iurorts oF BoveEs.—An English exchange says:
“Baron Licbig, some time since, encrgetically pro-
tested against England’s consuming such an enormous
quantity of boneg, but the imports last year amounted,
nevertheless, to 74,307 tons, and ih somo years they
have reached nearly 85,000 tons. They are principal-
1y used for manure and for charcoal for the sugar
refiners.’

To Kerr Ice—DBell's Messenger says:—* Make a
double pocket of any kind of strong woollen cloth,

no matter how coarse and faded it is. IIave aspace
of twwo inches or so between the inner and outer
pockets, and pack this space a8 full as possiblo with
teathers.  You have no need fo use geese feathers;
hen’s feathers aro just as good. With a pocket thus
constructed snd kept closely tied at tho mouth, a fow
pounds of ice may be kept » week.”

NovEL AxD Davorrovs Wager.— The Elgin Courier's
Cromdale corrcspondent says:— A servantlad in

the employ of Mr. Rose, farmer, Dellifeure, laid a
wager tho other day against two of his fellow-ser-
vants, for half-a-crown cach, that they would not stir
for 80 many winutes & basia with a handful of snow
and a bandfol of salt. The challenge was readily
taken up by one of the men, named John Mackin-
tosh, who suoceceded in gaining tho wager, but by
the timo the last minute was expired, his fingers got
Gxed in tho ice  In aday or two ho completely lus.
the use of his hand, and inflammation having set in,
be snffered grent agony, and had to apply to a dector
lor relief  But far the timely relief atferded by the
doc*or, bie would have lost thoe use of his arm for life.
He is now in a fair way of recovery.”

Straneti Sacacity 1Y A Poxy.—~A recent issue of
the darl: Lano Erpress conlains tho following : —¢ I

had a pony oncewhich very frequently exhibited the
fullowing peculiarities : Whenever the pony had been
tarned out to graze, upon being fetched up and put
into the carringo, it invariably turaed lame after
going n fow yards: so lame, in fact, that frequently
I had to turn back, not having the shame to drive an
animal in such apparent pain, [ say apparent. be-
canse no sooner had the pony bLeen relieved of its
harness than it used to canter round the field perfect-
Iy sound. The same pony when fetched from the
~lable wonld go perfectly well ag long as it wished,
but when [drove it in_any dircetion contrary to its
inclination it became lame directly ; as soon asits
head was turned homewards the lameness entively
disappeared.”

Burrisit Coar Frerps—We learn from & British ex-
change that the Queen has appointed a commission
“to investigate the probable quantity of coal con-
tained in the coal-fields of the United Kingdom, and
to report on the quantity of such coal which may be
reasonably expeeted to be available for use ; whether
it i3 probable that coal exists, at workable depels,
under the permian, new red sandstone, und other
superincumbent strata ; to enquire as to the quantity

-of ¢oal consumed in the various bran shes of manufac-

ture, for stcam navigation, und for domestic pur-
poses, as well as the quantity exported ; and how far,
and to what extent, such consumption and export
may Lo expected to increase ; und whether there is
reason to believe that coal is wasted, either by bad
working or by carclessness or negleet of proper ap-
pliances for its cconomnical consumption.”

Insect Wax.—We clip the following paragraph from
the Furmer (Scottish) :—* The trade in this article in

Chinn islarze. In 1864, from the single port of Ilan-
kow alone, 5,100 cwis. were exported. 1t is taken by
the Chinese as medicine, but is principally used as
stearine in the manufacture of candles. It is one of
the wmost valuableof themany products of Sze-Chuen,
being worth 60 and 70 tacls per picul (133 1b.). The
wax is deposited, for the protection of its eggs, by an
insect which inhabits the trees on which the wax is
secreted.  The formation of the wax was a subject
which occupied the especial attention of M. Simon, o
French savant. who, a year or {woago, passed a con-
siderable timeo in the interior, during which be s sand
to have traversed the greater portion of Sze-Chuen,
and to reached the castern confines of Thibet. It is
to be hoped the result of his researches into the pro-
ducts of the former fertile province will ere long be
made public.

Linck Price ror a CarF.—We ¢lip the the foltow-
ing from the column of ¢ Shorthorn Intelligence™ ina
receat issue of Bell’s Messenger :—¢ Col. Ilingscote,
C.B., M.P,, has incontestably shewn his zeal as a
shorthorn breeder and his partiality for the DBates
sort of shorthorns, by buying at Wetherby Grange
Captain Gunter's ten-weeks-old bull calf Third Duke
of Clarence for 500 guincas. The calf isto go to
Kingscote Park in less than a month from this time.
Third Duke of Clarence is by Second Duke of Wharf-
dale (19649), and from Duchess the §0th by Grand
Duke of Oxford (16181), her dam being Duchess the
72nd, and ber grandam Duchess the 67th, by Fourth
Duke of Oxford and Usurer respectively. Col. King-
cote’s new purchase isarich red roan, aud is a very
grand young animal. If Captain Gunter may claim
congratulations s the scller at so large a price, con-
gratulations are also due to Col. Kingscote s the
poxdcffor of a shorthorn at once so valuable and so
good.

Wnicu 13 MORE PROFITABLE—TWo-YEAR oLD OR
Forr-vear onp Catrie?—.A corrcspondent of the
Banffshire Journal writes :—* A paragraph lately ap-
pearcd in the newspapers recommending, as profit-
able, the feeding of tour or five-year old cattle of the
old Aberdeenshire breed, and, after two years of full
feeding, sclling them at an averago of £33 a-head at
hie London Christmas market, the weight of thie above
at that date being from 9 ewt, to 10 ¢wi. cach. Now
cattle of tho abovo weight, and only half of the abeve
age, but of a different breed, havoe been reared and
fed in tho parish of Oldmeldrum, and were sold in
the month of April last, weighing upwards of 9 cwt.
Ono of them having met withna acicdent, was slangh-
tered by MMr Morrison, flesher in Oldmeldrum, and
sent by him o8 dead meat to the London market, and
sold theroe at the highest prico of tho day. The weigbt
of beef returned was 133 stones and 6 1b.. Smitficld
weight, being upwards of 93 cwis.  Tho exact age of
the animal was 24 months and threo weeks. Sowe of
tho two-year old beifers wero slaughtered by Me
Milne, flesher in Aberdeen, and weighed upwards of
b cwt. Whether wilt the aged or the young cattle
pay the roarer of them the best?

r

CarTLE Statistics—Dr. Parr, lecturing on our
live-stock, at the Agricultural Society’s rooms, Han-
over-square, London, i3 reported in the AMark Lane
Express to have said that “ wo have now in our hands
for the first time, an enumeration of the live stock of
the United Kingdom.” This is a mistake. ‘The
schedules sent out by the Soard of Trade to be filed
up by the furmers were thrown in the fire in many
instances 3 in others, a beggarly account of empty
stalls was seut in, five being substituted for twenty ;
in many others, the schedules were returned blank.
“A burned child dreads the fire.” Farmers, par-
tienlarly the smaller ones, are a jealous and distrust-
ful race; and they think that all papers of the kind
teferred to, when presented to theis, are meant to
entrap them in some way. and oblige them to pay
more taxes. Hence great numbers retfused to supply
the information songlit on the 5th of March last 5 and
the so-called enumerution is, consequently, worthless.

Nox-Exreosive Stesst Boinrr For Fixep Exoixes
— It affords us grent satisfaction,” says Bell's Mes.
senger, “to announce that Mr. James Howard, after

devoting mucli attention to the subject, has succeeded
in making » perfectly non-explosive steam-boiler for
fixed engines. A saving of fuel is also effected to an
extent that will relieve us from all anxiety as to our
supply of coal hecoming vxbausted within the time
cajculated uponby Mr.Jevonsand Mr. J.S. Mil'. We
understand that the boiler has been in uso for some
months, and has heen tested m such 3 manner as to
establish beyond all duubt its efiviency and economy.
We beartily cohgratulate Mr. Howard on his dis-
covery, the value of which, whether we regard its
bearing upon the saving of buman life, and the pre-
vention of suffering from those frightful accidents
which are of such frequent oceurrence, or the econo-
my which it will effect in the use of one of the princi-
pal material sources of the greatoess and prosperity
of England, it is impossible to overestimate.”

Sua=srnuek Satson.—The Carlisle Journal states
that :—* Several hundreds of salmon and salmon
trovt were found upon Burgh Marsh, on the Cum-

berland shore of the Solway Firth, last week under
very extraordinury circumstances.  Many were Jying
dead upon the Marsh, where they had been left dry
by the receding tide, and otbers” were floating lan-
guidly about in the small pools of water on the shore
in a sickly and dying state.  As the coast-guardsmen
bad been exercising o closesurveilance over the nets
at Bownes and Port-Carlisle during the week, it was
at first conjeclnred that these fish had been thrown
out by fishermen who had been infringing the law by
fiishing at improper times.  This supposition, however
proved incorrect ; aud the conjecture that they had
Leen poisoned was also abandoned as absurd. Old
fishermen of the district have now arrived at the con-
clusion that the sulmon, in makiog their way up the
shallow water near tho estuaries of the rivers bad
been visited by somethivg like a sunstroke, the
weather baving heen hotter than had been experienced
for marvy years. Tho fish were picked up by the
inbabitants of the district, to whom they afforded
many cheap and dainty meals.”

Duumvisuine Pawv~The Pall-dfull  Gazelte nolices
an important addition to the means of diminishing
pain which has been made by an English physician,
who Las introduced a new method of producing local

insensibility to the knife. +Chloroform robs tho
most terrible surgical procedures of the worst horrors
which formerly surrottnded them, and has even ren-
dered possible some operations which conld bardly
havo been attemptedl without it 5 hut it uasits cwn
peril—the peril of Geath. Surgeons justly cocourage
their patients by reciting to them the siatistics of
fatal accidents wnder chloroform. which, incomplefe
though they be, demonstrate the extreme raray of
such misfortunes, It has, however, been observed
by all authors who have collected these cases that a
remarkable larre proporticn « f recorded deuths have
occurred where oaly minor opperations have Leen
contemplatad. Henee a rapid and eficient means of
producing locl anesthesia. and one free from any
of the constitutional ricks att suding the administra.
tion of chloroforn, i a hoou of great price. Dr. B,
W. Richardson effects bis resa t by directing on the
skin a finely divided spray of pure cther, usingan
ingenious modification of the spray tubes lately much
in voguc as toys for diffusing perfames. A rapid
blanching of the skin and inseasibility to pain follow
in from about thirty scconds to two minutes, Up-
wards of a bundred operations have within the last
few weoks been painlessly conducted under this
method. It is only likely to bo gencrally useful for
superficial operations ; but theso areso often under-
gone at tho cost of great terror and anguish through
dreadt of tho risks of chloroform, that the value of
this invention must be very great.”



