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Liko many other birdsof a blaci colour, as lh'
blackbird and the starling, the Crow is sometimes
found perfectly white. Thtie sight of th- birt it ex-
qelsltely kccn, anal it la by liais Scaîse natl aant tait oaf
sinel In lai is giaidea i ais searci ofn foou, as trai

.s in bis avoidance of humanian cienmies.
In our second illustration la figured the Fistu Cnow

(Cor vus osifraguis). Thaisirdai is about stixteen inches
a iengfth, andl is very comnati in lthe amsaritatae alistracts
oftlis continent att ali seasons. Our elief iatlority on
hie habits of this bird lS Wilson fron whose interestAtag
description ve extract the following : I lirst met
ivith t is species on the sea-coast of Georgia and ob-
served that they regularly retired la th interior as
evening approached, and came down to the shore Ilv
the first appearance.ofday. Ticirvoice first attracted
my notice, being very dilterent front tiat of the-com-
mon Crow, more hoarse and gutteral. itterei as if
something stuck it their throat, anad variei into
several undulations as thely flew ailog. TIeir ttaanhr
of flying twas also uanlike lise otherai. as liaey freqauently
saileal about iititont flapping liacir %viaigs, sontetaîag
ln lhe maaner of te raven ; n 1 soot perceiva.
that their food and their modo of procuring it w'ere
also different, their favourite haunts being about the
banka of the river, along which they usually sailed.
dexterously snatching up with their claws tend flish
or other garbage that floated on the sirfaîce.''

The colour of the Fish Croiv is deep steel bilue,
and their flight is long and protracted. They can
disgorge thier food liko vultures, whon i ounded and
attempting tb escape. The female is smaller thian
the male, and the gloss on the plumage is less briglat.
They are useful scavengers, and perform many valu.
able services to humanity.
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Tac REAsoN WVY-A countryman visiting the
famous convict prison at Dartmoor, observed that a
gang ao men were workinig on the moor, each ari ear-
tng a bal and chmi. He asked one of them why the
bail was chsainea t lis leg. "To keep people fron
stealing it," was the reply; "there are so tany
thieves about here.

PorTers.-"We letar from the Xark Lane Erpress
that the value of potatoes imported fint the United
Kingdom in 1854 was £17,4G7 ; in 1855, £10,196 ; in
18.6, £19 222; in 1837, £175,091 ; in 1838, £337,821 ;
in 1839, £101,038 ; in 1800, £136,576; in 1861. £112,-
347 ; in 1862, £333,842; in 1863, £2.11,129 ; in 186 1.
£142,986 ; and in 1865, £161,907."1

TiHE DEMAND Fon REAxo McmNEs.-We leari
from an English exchange thaIt the demand for ma-
chines for barvesting corn is grenter perhiaps at the
present moment than il bas ever been knoiwn to bec
Ait the makers, we are informed, are " overdone
wvith orders." This state of things is partly due to
the dearness of labour, and partly to the increased
acreage of grass for hay, owing to the cattle plague.

IxpoRrs op BoNEs.-An English excbange says:
"Baron Liebig, some time since, energetically pro-
testeil against England s consuming such ait enormous
quantity of bones, but the imports last year amnouunted,
nevertheless, to 7-1,307 tons, and ih sote years they
bave reached nearly 85,000 tons. They are principal-
ly used for manure ana for charcoal for the saugar
refners."

To KrrP IcE.-Bel's Messeitger says:-" Make n
double pocket of any kind of strong woollen cloth,
no matter how coarse and faded it is. Have a space
of two luches or so between the fuer and auter
pockets, and pack this space as full as possible % ith
tIesthers. You bave no need ta use geese feathers;
hen's feathers aro just as good. Witb a pocket thus
construîcted and kept closely tied at the mouth, a few
pounds of Ico may be kept a wveek."

NovEL AND DANoEnoUs WAoER.-The Mgin Co0riers
Cromalae correspondent says:-" A servant lad in
tIe employ of Mr. Rose, farmer, Dellifeatre, laid a
wager the other day against two of bis fellow-ser-
vanta, for half-a-crownu each, that they would not stir
for so many minutes a basin with a iandful ofsnow
ana a banlIl of salt. The challenge was readily
taken up by oni of the men, naned John Mackin-
tosh, who satoceeeded In gaining the wager, but by
the time the last minute was expired, bis fingers goit
lxed in the ire In a day or two ha completcly ls,
the use of bis hand, and inflammation having set in,
bh, snier-d grant agony, and hal t apply to a dector
toc reli-f IlBut far the timely relief atfe"ded by the
doc'or. he would have lost the use of bis arm for life.
Hle la now in a fair way of recovery"

Srn.xon SioAcrry IN A l'ox.-A recent issue of
the iMark Lan Erpress contains the following :-" I
hadi a pony oncewhich very frequently exhibited the
foillowing peculia ihies: Whenever the pony hal been
tarned out ta graze, upon being fetched up and puta
lino the carriago. it invariably turad laine ater
going a few yirds : s laine, lt fact, that frequently
I li t to turn back, niot la aig litae hame ta drive at
:attiiaalîit attela apparent pai , I s.ay apparent. be-

i.m not sooner had the pony been relieved of ils
harness than It used to cater rtida the fielid perfect-
ly sound. 'ihe satie pony when fetched fron the
ýtabIe wouall go perfectly wveli ns long as il wisied.
but when I drove il ln anay direction contrary ta its
inlineation il became lamne directly ; as soon ais its
liaid was turned honewards the lameness entirely
disappeareal."

Butrrasiu Co.u. Fa:r.at.-We I-arn froti a Britilh ex-
change that the Queci lias appointed a commission
" to investigate the probable quantity of coal con-
taied in tlie coal.fields Of the United Kinglomii, and
to report oit the quantity of such coal which may l-
reasonably expected ta b available for use : ihetler
it la probable thant coal exists, at workabte dep'lis,
tander the permiia, new red sandstone, and olier
superincumbent strata; to enquire as to the ruantity
of coal consuned in the various brun:es of manuittfac-
titre, for steant navigation, und for donesctie par-
poses, as iell as the quantity exportel ; andi howv far.
and ta wbat extent, .uch consumption an export
may be expectel tu increase; and whether there is
reason to beliere that coal is wasteil. eater by bad
tworking or by carelessnesa or negiect of proper ap.
pliances for ils economicail consunption."

Is-ECr WAx.-We clip the following paragraph fron
the Farmer (Scottish) :-" The trade in this article in
China la large. In 1864, from the single port of IIan-

ow alone, 5,100) cus, wrere exported. At istakei by
tha Chinese as mredicîne, but ja prlai:ipnlly used as
steariane in the manufacture of candies. It is one of
the mot rauIableof the mnany prodtcts of Sze-Ciiueni,
being worth 60 and 70 tacts per picul (133 lb.). The
,wax is deposited, for the protection of its eggs, by an
insect which inhabits the trees ont uhich th iwax la
secreled. The formation of the vax was ta suIbject
which occupied the especial attention of M. Simon, a
Frenchit savant, irisab ycar or tivanga, passea con-
sidrable filte lit ia interior, during blaei h- as sat
ta Iave traversed the grenter porion of Sze-Chuen,
and to rcacied the eastern confines of Thibet. It is
to be hoped the restalt of bis researches iuto tie pro-
daucts of the forier fertile province will eIre long be
mladei public. 0

Lro PRicE Foi A CAt.F.-We clip the the follow-
ing f'ot the columan of I" Shorthorn Intelligence" in a
recent issue of liells Iessenger :-" Col. ':ingscote,
C.B., M.P., lias incontestably shewn lis zeal ns a
shorthorn breeder and lis partiality for the Bates
sort of shorthorns, by buîying at Wetlerby Grange
Captain Gunter's ten-weeks-otal bull calf Third l)uke
of Clarence for 50D guineas. The cal lt to go t
KZingscote Park in less than a montht frot this time.
Third Dike of Clarence l by Second Dauke of Wharf-
dale (19649), and frot Duches the 80th by Grand
Dauke of Oxford (16181), her damu ieing Duchess the
72nd, and her grandan Duchess the 67th. by Fonrth
Dauke of Oxford and Usurer respectively. ol. King-
cote's tin pirchase lS a rich red roan, and is a very
grand youing animal. If Captain Gunter may claini
congratulations as the seller ut so large a price, co-
gratulations are aiso due ta Col. Kingscote as the
possessor oa shorthorn at once so valtable and so
good."

Wuîcu Is montsi PnorrrAnr.r--Two-YEArt o1.D Oit
FoCR-yr or.D Cli rr. ?--A correspondent of the
Baaffshirc Journal writes :-" A paragraph lately apl-
peared la the neispapers recommending, as profit-
able, the feeding of four or five-year old cattle o the
old Aberdeenshire breed, and, alfter two years of full
feeding, seling thea at an averag of £33 a-lai-d at
he London Christmas market, the weiglit of the above
at that date being from 0 cw, to 10 cwt. each. Now
cattle of the abovo weight, and only half of tha' above
auge, but of a different breed, hav beeint reared and
fed it the parait of Oldmeldrumaî, and werc solI in
the ionth of April last, weighing upwards of 9 ewt
One o then having met vith an aciedent, was slaugh-
tercil by .3r Morrison, flesber in Oldmeldrum, and
sent hy him as dend ment t the London market, and
sold there nt the bighest.prico of the day. The weigit
of beef returned was 133 stones and O lb.. Smitfiell
NNeight, being tpwards of! D cwLs. Tha exact age of
the animal was 24 monats and three weeks. Soie of
the two-year ad hieifers wero slaughtered by Mr
Milne, flesher in Aberdeen, and weighed upivards of
b cw. Whetber will the aged or the young cattle
pay the reater ai them the besti

CATTL STIaTIcs.-Dr. Parr, lecturing on our
live-stock, at the Agricultural Society's rooms, Hlan-
over-square, London, la reported in the Mark Lane
Erpress ta have sait that " we have now ln our handp
for the fret time, an enumeration of the livo stock of
tha United Kingdom." This la a mistake. The
scedutles sent out bv the Ioard of Trade ta be filled
uap by the faîrmers were thrown lin the tire la many
intances i otherst, a beggarly account of empty
stalls waq sent im, live being substituted for twenty ;
in nany other.. the sclhedules ivere retuirned blank.
" A Iburted chill dreadî the tire." Farmers, par-
ticnklrly the smnaller ones, are a jealots and distrust-
fui race; and they think that nil papers of the kind
aeferred to. when presented tci them, are menant ta
entrap then it soue way. andi oblige thern to pay
more taxes. Ilence great nimber.s refusel ta aupply
the information souglt on the 5th of March last; and
tlie so-calledenumiaeration i:. consequaently, worthless.

No-Ex-,ost v STntI Bo:.Fn Fon FixED EsotsEs
It aiffords us great satisfaction," says Bells Mes.

senger, " t annonrce that Mr. James Howard, after
devoting nuach attention to the subject, bas succeeded
in makinag ai perfectly non-explosive steam-boiler for
fixed engines. A iat ing of fuel is also effected ta an
e'.tent that will r..liet e tas fron alt anxiety as ta our
supply of coal becominag exhausted within the time
calculatedi uponby Mr. Jeons and Mr. J.S. Mill. We
understand that the boiter has been in usa for soine
maontits, ndut has been testel ait su.h a manner as to
establish beyondall dbait t il., efficiency and cconomy.
We heartily cotigratulate Mr. Iloward on his dis-
covery, the value of which, whether we regard ils
bearinag utpon the saving of humain life, and the pre-
ventaion o' suffering fromi those frightftl accidents
which are of sucih frequent occurrence, or the econo-
my whicha I iwill effect in the use of one of the princi-
pal material sources of the greatness and prosperity
of England, il la imposible tu overestinate.

St.-wacE 3.oLM .- The Carlisle Journal states
that:-" Several hunadreds of salmon and salmon
trot were fouad tapon airgh Marsih, oi the Cum-
berland shore of the Solvay Firth. list week under
very extraordiaiiry circumstances. Many -were lying
dead utpon the Mlarsh, wivre they hlia been left dry
by the recedg tide, and olhers were floating lai-
guidly about in the samall pools of wvater ont the shore
in a sickly and dyimg state. As the coas:guardsmen
had been exereisang a close surveidance over the nets
at Boivnes and lort-CarlisIe during the wee-k, it was
at first conjectuarel that these fish hall been thrownî
ont by fishermaen who liad been infringimg the law by
tilshing at improper taunes. Titis supjposition, hsowever
proved incorrect; and the conjecture that thoy had
been poisoned was also abandonaed as absurd. Ola
fishermen of the district haåve now arrive at the con-
clasion that the salnon, in inaking thieir way up the
shallow rater near th estuiries of the rivera had
been visited by someih:ug like a sunstroke, the
weatherbavig been hotter than had beenexperienced
for nany years. Th fish were piched tap by the
inhabitants of the district, to whon they afforded
many clcap and dainty ncals.'

Dimisuiso P.ul.-The Pal-Mall Ga:clle notices
an important addition to the means of diminishing
pain which has been made by an English physician,
vho bas inîroduced a new matethod of producing local
insensibility ta the knife. "Chloroform robs th
most terrible surgical procedtures of the worst horrors
wbich formerly surrounded tbem, and bas even rcn-
dered possible some operations thlich coula hardly
bave been attempteil without il i ut it bas ils cwn
perit-the perilofdeath. Surgeonsijastly encourage
their patients by re«ating to then the s:atistics of
fatal accidents ,mder chloroform. vhich, incomplete
tbough they be, deiionstrte the extrenie rartty of
suct nisfortunes. Il las. however. been observed
by ail authors whoc have collectel tiaese cases that a
remarkable large proportian < f recorded deahsa havo
occurred where only minor opperations have been
contemplatald. llenlcàe a rajpidl and efficient means of
producng local astaesia. and one frce from any
of the constituttionat risks ait tuling c the administra-
tion of chloroforn, i a booit of great price. Dr. B.
W. Richardson effects bis revi t by diare:ang on th
slkin n finely divilel spray of pure ether, using an
ingenious mnodification af the prav tubes lately much
in vogue as toys for diffusinîg perfùume. A rapid
blanching of the skin and insensibility to pain follow
in from about thirty seconds to tiwo minutes. Up-
warls of a hundred operations have within the lat
fcw weeks been painlessly conducted under this
method. It is only likely ta b gencrally useful for
superficial operations ; but theso are so ollen under-
gone ut the osbtof great terror and anguish through
dreadi of the risks of chloroform, that the value of
thi invention muet be very great?

1866. 253


