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and gives a little diversity to our educat-
ional institutions in this country all tend-
ing to building up character and to help
forni a nation of such stability and such
character, as can only exist for a great
length of time. Then I do not v nt you to
forget while you are looking oi et our in-
stitutions and our form of governroent to
notice what we have on our Statute books.
You are bee-keepers. Look into our
Statute books and see wha.t we have done
inthe way of encouragement of this in-
dustry, and you will get just an example of
what our people are willing to do for the
encouragement of every industry in this
country. We have laws caring for all
classes of the people, the mechanic, the
aboring man, the farmer, the merchant and
every body we seek to provide for. We are
proud of our legislation in the province of
Ontario. Then I want you to observe
especially the progress we are making agri-
culturally.in this province assistedand aided
as it is bv our various agricultural societies.
Our rarmers' Institute our associations
such as the one under whose auspices you
gather here to-night. it is onlv a sample of
those working, not merely to help each
other but working to scatter information,
io educate the masses of the people towards
better methods and greater progress. and
better productions in connection with all
ihesn things. Then I waar, you to notice
as well, because I would like all the mem-
1 ars of this convention to remain over tilt

i ext week, till they could see our exhibition
in"full blast.

On Tuesdav, Wednesday and Thursday
pu will see the people of our province pour-

1ing in to this exhibition and some fromthe
jStates of your union as well. I would lik-e
gou to notice the faces of our people and see
lif they do not represent intelligence, energy,
'determination, and pluck. I want you to
Watch their good behaviour, because we
r always proud of their good behavior,

,hen they come together en a great
casion like that. and I want you to watch
hat we have here in this province al-

hough we are considered sometimes of
"Mall account. that we are plucky enough
b compete any where the world over. You
eîipr emr that this little province was not
ashamed to present her products in the
Lce of the whole world and if you study
ýhe record. you vill remember wve did not
are te takea back seat, and that we occupy

-arly the front place every time.
<'e)iause, When you have done all this
know that as far asour American friends

_re concerned. we shall hear no more
<nUexation of Canada to the United States,
'at w-ould be too ridiculous,tooabsurd.but

will :o home and commence an agita-
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tion in your particular neighborhood to
annex the part of the country that you be-
long to, to this glorious Canada of ours.
Then mv words of welcome would not be
complete if I did not give you a hearty
welcome to the city of Toronto. I do not
live in the city of Toronto, except when I
am compelled to be here because of my
official duty, but I would like to say that
we people who live in the country claim
that the city is ours and we are proud of
the chief city i the province. We
know it claims a rood many at-
tractions. I wo'r stay to describe them to
you, but you will likely find them out. It is
the centre of our educational work, the
centre of our parlimentary vork. The
parliament building put up for the least
amount, substantial ana useful, you will
find just a little way off in the park and
you will find a good many pleasant streets
in which vou can go if you desire to take a
ride. and I know if the mayor was home he
would endorse every word I say in wel-
coming you to the city of Toronto, and I
have no doubt he would give you the free-
dom of the whole city so long as you are
willing to pay your landlord. i will not
detain you longer but I want jast to say
one word more, those who are here as
members of the Ontario Bee-Keepers Asso:
ciation, I know they would like me to say
that they welcome you here as brothers,
you are engaged in a common industry.
I would like to say that %ve are not jealous
of any attainments you have made. It
may be that you have gone on a little in
advance but it may be that we in the
province are able to teach you as vell.
We are here not jealous of each other. but
helpers of each other. As an agricultura-
list I am always harping on this string, I
detest the idea which gets hold of some of
our people all over this country that there
is to be a separation between them and their
fellows who are in the same calling, when
I am helping my neighbor I am heilpin
nyself and you are only helping yourself
when you are helping uq. If it were pos-
sible for you who come from the States to
combine together and find some outside
market to which you could send your pro-
ducts by which you could cheapen the pro-
duction or anything of that sort; I do not
see why you should not engage in it, one of
yon can do nothing, but you can do a great
deal when you combine your forces, there-
fore, I say on bahalf of this association, we
welcome you here as brothers and friends
and as those engaged in the calling. 1 shall
not have an opportunity to meet with yon
again after this evening, but I hope the
work of this convention will be of such a
character that ewerybody that comes here


