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‘mndanoe of richer flora, the bees visit othér
species in preferense.

. In localitien where tho %olden.rod abounds,

thers is usually an abundauce of yellow ray-

flowers, commonly called *“sun.flowers,” and

these 1 know toFbe good honey.plants. I am

" never disappointed when I look for bees revel.

ing in theiy golden dust, it within range of the

. ‘upiaty.—-Euuan Szcor, in" American Bee

“ Jourmal ™ ¢

. E.O Yun\o.—-Commemedm the spring w&h
18 oolonies. Inoreased to 87: Got 2,200 lbs.
extracted and 100 Ibs, comb hone\

t

Speed of Bees on the Wing.

Hampdeu, Ont.
- GOOD deaf basbeen-said about how far
7~ % bees will fly for honey. Some writers
Ve claim that they will only fly two to three
B miles, while qthers are r)ust as sure they

will go from five to seven miles. Now a bee’s
wings vibrate, or beat the ait, at the “rats of 196
. ‘strokes in a second, Some claim that this will
" “produce a rate of flight of a mile per minute.
. - In windy weatller, when-they take advantage ¢
) ._'trees and other ‘obstructighs near the ground,
) they fly at & very. slow rate, perhaps not more

" than ten miles per hour. In fau' summer wea-
ther, however, when there i5 little wind, and
they fly high in the air, they go like a shat, - but

« I am-satisfied that they do not go as fast as sixty

" miles an hour. Thirty miles perbaps is more
nearly right. Now if they travel 2 mile in two
‘sinutes, 1t is fair to suppose they can easily
geep this upfor twenty minutes. This would
_take them ten miles from home. We'think they

will often. .go that distance to a buckwheat field.
. It can, however, be easily understood that they
. would gather much more honey when pasturage
- ig nearer, as they could then make more trips.
*. ‘When bees make long trips, as ours are now do”
mg, they-return almost exhausged, often drop‘
pipg at the entrance, and sometimes resting a
. minute or two before entering the hive.—C. H
Daseery in Western Plowman.

¢

HIBERNATION.

’

what mislending. One.is very apt to think

) it refors to , state of insensate quiescence
", sxmula.tmg death, in which the sabject tempor-
o 4anly luaes the power of movement, and, at the
T mine ttme, the sense of feeling, a sort of tmnee,
 like semi-déath in point of fact; anyway such
" ‘séem the sympxoma of hibernation. To bé cor-
.reot, to say the lesnt of it, we should take [y
much bro&dat view ;in ita begt aad froest rend-

. eringwe must call hibernation & mere wintering,
KRR 3 p&ssmn wlnter in"a atate ot uclusxon, or m

@N its general acceptation this term is some-

lethargic slesp, in torpid, sluggish, numb in.
Activity ; in a drowsy rest. So pass away the
hibernal months with our honey bees; so, too,
in a similar way, but in varyiog degrees of m-
tensity, all animatg nature exhibits a tendency
towards inactive rest and sleep when-the temger-
ature of the surrounding air falls below the
normal point necessary for activity and pro
gressicn. The amount of cold, (more correctly
decrease of heat) necessary to produce thise
wintering condition varies, of. course, with
the susceptibility of the sulject. a continued
decrease of heat producing the sleep of death, .
whilst an increase develops a tendancy lowarc’ls
life and activity. -

Ve have then to ascertain what degree of,
cold céin be borne by our bees and yet survive

. until reviyed by retarning hest, and this “is &, -

questipn wore easily asked than answered.
They have been known to winter in this countcy
under a hive floor-board with no protection for
the cluster other than that coffered by a few
pieces of comb ; and every bee-keeper knows
| how he may take quantities of bees from a syrs
 face of snow, after they ‘have been ‘out all night,
with the glass below_freezing, and bring them
round agam to hummmg. stinging life by simple
warmth. To freeze the queen| bee slightly and then
thaw fer majesty resultsin no further mischief
than the destruction of the live contents of the
spermatheca, thus rendering her a confirmed
drone-egg-layer henceforth. It more concerns
us'to deal with the temperatare within the hive.
Reaumur is distinctly of opxmon ‘that during the
greater part of the time in wkich the country
furnishes nothing to bees, they have no longer '
need to eat. Thecold which arrests the vegeta-
tion of plants, which deprives our fields and
meadows of' flowers, throws the bees into & sort
of torpidity, in which no tranSpiration’ from
them takes place ; or, at least, during which the
quantity which transpires is so inconsiderable
that it cannot be restored without thy ir lives be-
ing in danger.- In. winter whileit freezes, one
may observe without.fear the interior of hives
without putung any bee intomotion.’ Huber.on
the con , tells us that, far from bemg Yorpid
in winter the heat in a well-peopled hive is 86 °
or 889 (Fahr.) when it is below fezing in the

‘open air. T .

Both of these eminent men are evident-
ly in error on this point. Hube. first, in-
asmuchas he had to disturb his bees
m order to get hi> tempbratures, he ywould
thus get a false .register of . the normal
heat of the well-Bifed hive when i ina quiet state,
with. the outer air at freezmg, Reaumar, too,

proves hnmgel{ wrong by stating that bees are 0
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