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Book Notices.

The People's Bible Iistory, Prepared in the
Light of Recent Investigations by Some
of the Foremost Thinkers in Europe
and America. [llustrated copiously and
beautifully, and accompanied by por-
traits of the several authors. Edited
by Rev. Geo. C. Lormexk, LL.D., with
an Iutroduction by Right Hon. William
Ewart Gladstone, M.P. 1,300 pp. 4to
—9% x 134 inches, 200 engravings.
Chicago : The Henry O. Shepard Com-
pany.  Price in case, §15. Sold only
by subscription.

One of the most hopeful signs of the
times is the intense interest which is
manifested in the Word of God. No
book has ever been so widely read, so
carefully studied, and so sharply criticised
as the Bible. Around it for ages has been
waged a strenuous war.  But from every
conflict it has emerged more than con-
queror. It has been cast into the tiery
furnace of hostile criticism and it has
come forth without even the smell of fire
upon its pages; for abiding in it, a per-
petual presence, is the Spirit of the Living
Jod. 1t has been the inspiration of all
that is wisest and best and holiest in the
laws and literature of mankind, and of
the holy lives and happy deaths of be-
lievers in its sacred truths. No one has
paid a morve glowing tribute to this Book
of books simply as a hody of the world's
noblest teaching, of its sublime poetry, its
pure morality, its enthralling narrhtive,
than Mr. Huxley, who canuot be accused
of undue bias in its faveur.

Yet this Book is far too little studied
and known. Even those who study this
Book in the Bible-class, or Sunday-school,
or for private devotion, know far too
little of its velations to the ancient races
of mankind, of the manner in which it
has been handed down from age to age,
or of the light thrown upon its pages by
that greatest of modern commentators,
the spade of the explorer.

The design of this volume is to bring
aid from every source for the better com-
prehension of the Word of Gad. For
this purpose the ablest anthoerities in the
whole range of biblical scholarship have
been Iaid under tribute for the discussion
of various phases of the comprehensive
study and various periods of its history.
While this method sacrifices somewhat
unity of treatment it gains in wider range
and more ample and more exhaustive
discussion.

It is & curious example of the versatility
and theological learning of Mr. Gladstone,
ex-Premier of Great Britain, that he has
found time to write a general introduc-
tion, prepaved special y for this volume,
of twenty-six quarto pages, sctting forth
the value of scriptural studies to the
laity. From this remarkable treatise we
give copious extracts on another page.
We deem it a happy coincidence that we
are able to present in the sawe number
of this magazine such striking defence
of Christian revelation from bhoth the past
and the prospective Premier of Great
Britain.

Professor Sayce, of Oxford Guiversity,
doubtless one of the greatest living au-
thorities on the subject of Assyriolugy,
contributes an article of forty pages on
the literature of the Old Testament, and
Dr. Farrar, Dean of Canterbury, contri-
butes seventy pages: Dr J. Monro Gibson,
of London eighty pages; Dr. Lorimer,
general editor, once hundred and ten
pages.

We have no reason to be ashamed of
the Methodist contributions. Dr. Bristol,
of Evanston, contributes seventy-five
pages, and Professor Beet, of the Wes.
leyan College, Richmond, England, a
valuable section on literature of the New
Testument, and Profussor Gregory, of
Leipsic, one on the manuscripts of the
New Testament.  The most important
section, we think, is that of one hundred
and forty pages by Professor Wilkinson
on the life of our Lord.  The engravings
are numerous and excellent, many of
them fuli-page.

These are a few out of “he many au-
thors engaged on this work. Of this book
Bishap Vincent says, *¢ What Gladstone
and Sayce have written expressly for its
pages, giving the latest results of their
Iargest knowledge, is enough to justify
even the most cultivited people among
us in the purchase of this admirvable book,
and the English ex-Premicer and the cmi-
nent English archicologist are only two out
of more than a dazen specialists who have
contributed to the Puople’s Bible His-
tory.” Dr..J. L. Withrow, of Chicago, says,
*Dr. Gregory, than whom we suppose
there is no living linguist of higher repu-
tation for New Testament  scholarship,
writes simply enough to interest a1 Sun-
day-school primacy class.”

The publishers issue a question-book
of onc hundred and twelve pages on the



