
"HE CANÂDTÂN PRESETER

In the first place, thon, that there la such a divine institution as '«<the
Church," the New Testament, we find, malces full and distinct declaration. Byr
eonpulting a concordance, it 'wiIl be seen that the word IlChurch " (which is
ecclesia in the Gree< tongue,) is used more th an one hundred tirnes by the sacred
writers; and it ineanta, as àny one niay know by the aid of a Greek lexicon, an
assembly of persons, summoned or called out for some spécial purpose. It will
further be found. by a reference to, the Apostoio writings, that the Christian
"lecclesia " are the klétoi, or "lcalled " by Jesus Christ,, through the ministry
,of the Gospel,- out of the world of sinners into the lioly kingdom of God. They
Ire 'lcalled to ho saints,"' Ilcalled out of darknes-s," Ilcalled of Jesus," Ilcalled
to, glory," Ilcalled by our gospel." The called, it would further appear, are
always spoken of as holy, as "lsaints in Christ Jesus," "lsaints and faithful,"
"lelect of God, holy and beloved," Ilholv brethren, partakers of the heaveni
calling." As such. they are àlço styled "Ibeloved of God,"l "&faithfuil bre th ren1

U"members of Ghrist's body," "one 'with God in Christ," al] wbich implies that
the called have repented Ilafter a godly sort,"1 have believed in the Lord Jeas
Christ, have been justified by the grace of God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit, and
have becorne heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ. Tt is further to these, and
to these onlv, that the promises are gîiven of the inheritance of the Saints, the
teaching of the Spirit, and the everlasting presence and protection of Jeans Christ.
They are the ('hur/i which is bu'lt upon the "lroc'k," Christ, agatinst which. the
"gates -of hefl" shali not prevail, and to which also it is said, IlLo! I arn with

you always, oven tô the end of the world." It will, thereforo, from theso state-
Imonts appear, that the Church is an assembly of persons called by Jesus Christ,
belioving, penitent, pardoned, sanctified,-in short, that the Church is the
"lCommunion of Saints." Only such, thorofore, as possess theso characteristics
of holiness are, or eau be, membors of the Church, sheep of the flock, stones of
the living temple. And, on tho othor hand, such as do flot possess these graces
are not membors of the (Yhurch, have no part or lot with it, and shall not inherit
the purchasod possession. We rnay thus say with 1renoeus, that Ilwhere the
Church is, thero is the Spirit of God ; and whero the Spirit of God is, there also
the Church and every grace exista,." The wholo method of salvation points to
this conclusion : Christ came into the world, that by his sufferings and death, lie
mnight Ilrodeem us from ail iniquity, and purify unto bimif a peculiar people
zealous of grood worksY The Gospel has been preftchod iu every age, that it
might cal] mýen out of darkness into liglit. Christ is, even now, seated as lie is
on his Father's throne, head over ail things for the good of his body, the
Churcli. It cannot, thorefore, be shown that thoro is any other Church any
'Where than the Saints. They are both the visible and the invisible Church.
Visible and invisible are not, Lt it ho noted, the titles *of two Cliurches, but of
One Church under two different relations. That which is termed the invisible
fi the whole numbor of the elect, the perfect body of Christ, and the spiritual
temple of God, which. the Divine Omniscience apprehenda, and is, in fact, thé
only Church, than which there la no other. The visible, again, la just s0 much
of the chosen assombly as is muade manifet in the world, and to which, by
roasori of humant infirmity and sinfuiness, there ever adhere carnaI and impure
élém~ent'%- ience there are foolish virgins with the wiso, tares amnong the
wheat, bad filhinl the net with the good ; but these, aithougli in the visible
kingdom, are not of it. "4Thoy went out from, us, but they were not of us,"
says St. John ; Ilfor if they had been of us they would have continued with uis,
but they went ont that thiey inight be made -manifest that they were flot aIl ýof
nS." Tie foolish vit-gins, thie tares, or the bad fish, of tbentaelves, have no like-
Èess to the kingddîn of God. IBy their separation from the good it was shown
that they formed. no part whatever of the kingdom. They wero cast out fromh


