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does to the Masons here present (cheers,)
to have the honor of the presence ot a re.
lation of the Princess of Wales’ faxily here

to-day. (Cheers.) Brethren, you will re- .

member that it was in Sweden I was
initiated into Freemasonry. On my return

to Denmark, I was first received into a .

Lodge, and I shall always look upon my
connection with Freemasonry as being &
binding link between Sweden, Donmark,
and England. (Cheers.) My Lord Mayor,

T thank you once more for the kind way in -

which you have proposed the toast of my
health, and £ again thank you for the great
and high compliment you have paid me

antd the Grand Lodge of Ergland., (Loud ®

cheers )

In response to the toast of the
¢¢ Grand. Officers, Present and Past,”
H. R. H. the Duke of Connaught, P.
G. W, said:—

My Lord Mayor, Most Worshipful Grand

Master, and Brethren, it is with great diffi-
dence that I rise to return thanks for the
very important toast which has just been
given. I have served the office of Senior

Graxd Warden, and I am very proud to ;

have held that position. I only regret that
ray military duties have not enabled me to
do as much as I would in that office. I
oniy wish all my Brethren to believe that
my heart is most fully in all that concerns
the happiness and welfare of the Craft.
My Lord Mayor has referred in most eulo-
gistic terms to the Grand Officers and to
their duties. I am sure that from the be-
ginning they bave always taken a leading
part in [ ‘reemasonry, and have always done
their ut nost to show how fully alive they
were to the importance of their duties.
"One of the most pleasurable of those was
to take a leading part in all that promotes
the good of the Churities. I am sure, sir,
if you will allow me only to repeat the

words of the Grand Master, I would say -
how much. we, the Grand Officers, appre- '
ciate the greut kindness and the great honor !
you havo done us in asking us here this :

evening. You have indeed, as you have

said, held out to us the right hand of friend- :

shup and of hospitality., In conclusion,

therefore, I beg, in the nare of the Grand -
Officers, to thank you most sincerely for

the honor you have done us this evening.

The Prince of Wales, in proposing
the health of the host, said:—

Brerarex,—The last tcast which is to
be given here this evening has been kiudly
entrusted to my care. Though it is the
last it is by no means the least, and it is
one which I know you, Brethren and mem-
bers of the Grand Lodge, will all drink
amost cordially and most heartily with me—

the health of the Lord Mayor, The Lord
. Mayor will, I am sure, allow me to say thatX
* feel convinced that in the last weeks of the
remainder of his tenure of office it has
givon him plessure to receive the Grand
_ Lodge this evening. Therefore, on their
part, and on my own, { beg again io thank
him for the compliment he has paid us,
and assure him how much we appreciate
. being here in the Mansion House, more es-
. pecially as I have the pleasure and privi-
lege on meny occasions of partaking of the
woll-known hospitality of the Lord Mayor,
" and ke will, I know, allow me to say, that
I accept that hospitality always with the
greatest pleasure, not only for the compli-
ment he has always paid me, and his pre-
" decessors have paid me individually, but as
a citizen of this great city. I now, Breth-
ren, call upon you most cordially to drink
- with mo to the ¢ Health of the Lord

Mayor.”

The Right Hon. the Lord Mayor,
who wag received with loud and long
continued cheering, said:—

May it plbase your Royal Highness, Most
. Worshipful Grand Master, and Brethren,—
i The great and distinguished honor which
- has been conferred upon me to-night I
never can forget, because it is not only an
honor conferred upon me, but it is also an
honor conferred upon the City of London.
Your Royal Highness has been pleased, in
proposing my health, tc allude to one or
' two circumstances which to me have been
' great memorials. In the year 1863 I was
' called upon by my brother fellow citizens
- to preside over a committee which received
- your Royal Highnes and the Princess; and
i later onm, in St. Paul's Cathedral, on that
_great day of thanksgiving, I had the honor,
‘in conjunction with my co-Sheriff, Sir
John Bennett, of receiving your Royal
' Highness and Her Most Gracious Majesty
the Queen; and now, as Lord Mayor of
London, I am permitted the proud and
distinguished honor of receiving your Royal
Highness as Grand Master in this ancient
hall. I need not say, therefors, what my
feelings are on this occasion. I dare not
i express them, but 1 must at least say $hat
it will ever be to me and my family a proud
remembrance that as Lord Mayor of this
great city I have been permitted not only
' to entertain His Royal Highness the Prince
| of Wales, and this is the first time that
i name has been used in this hall this even-
!'ing, but also the Most Worshipful the
. Grand Master of our Craft.
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