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LODGE DUES. 3

eonsiderable sum annually to keep
it up; they acknowledge that they
have no claim upon outside aid, but
that ds to experses they are confined
to themselves, and to those who may
siibsequently join them ; they all did
join and they all claim to meet upon
theprinciple of equality ; they all have
an équsl cleim upon their Lodge pro-
perty ; they are in that respect what
18 termed in law “joint tenants”; each
member has the same rights and
privileges as the other members in
visiting the Liodge,— -hearing aund see-
ing what is carried on therein, and
thus getting velue out of it ; the men-
tal food is served out to all alike, and
80 long as a member continues to per-
form his duties which he voluntarily
assumed and pledged himself to per-
form, go long is he entitled to those
rights and privileges. Thorefore,
upon that sound principle established
in Freemasonry, that “there is noright
without a pareallel duty,” it followsas a
Yogical conclusion that every member
of a Lodge should pay an equal share
of its expenses. For this purpose,
and upon that principle, the By-laws
of & Lodge provide that every mem-
ber shall pay a certain sum monthly,
and this is termed “monthly dues.”
They vary in different Liodges accord-
ing to the requirements of the same.
This mode of raising the funds ze-
quired for the expenses of the Lodge,
both ordinary and extraordinary, has
been considered the simplest and fair-
est, and has, therefore, been almost
universally adopted.

But while there cen he no doubt
that no Lodge can be started nor con-
tinued without considerable expenses,
and that the same must be borneand
paid by its members in some way or
another, there are certainly differ-

" ences of opinion as to the necessary
amount of such expenses. Iodges in
this respeot are something like indi-
viduals, oneperson considers a certain

article an annecessary luxury, while:

another person considers the same as
_.one of the necessaries of life; the ma-
- jorityof Lodges as well as the majority

—

of individuals, at the present time,
and iu this age of comfort, luxiry,
:efinement and extravagance, expend
8 pound where our forefathers got
along with & shilling. To attempt to
abolish the present system of expend-
iture will prove as thankless and as
fruitless a task as to attempt to ;.er-
suade the ladies to give up following
the fashions; we may restriot, we can-
not abolish them. ‘

It is no doubt true that we have
too many Lodges, that a large num-
ber of Lodges are not living but
merely existing; that probably ona-
half the number might be elosed, and
if they were closed and their mem-
bers were to join the remsining
Lodges, these would be in a healthiex
condition ; but this plan is not prae-
ticable, it eannot be carried out, and
it is therefore useless to discuss the
same at length ; moreover, even if it
were carried out, it would not do away
with Lodge expenses altogether; the
most it could do, it might reduce the
same to & amall extent, the balanea
would still have to be raised by its
menbers, either by an occasional
assessment or by fixed monthly dues.-

To denounce the principle of ex-
acting Liodge dues for the purposes
staed would be erroneons and illegal.
There may be an individaal brother
who cannot pay the same, but that
fact is no justification for denounecing
the priuciple.

Lodges have it in their power e
remit dues, and in a case where a
Brother cannot pay the sames, it is the
duty of the Lodge to exercise that
power ; if the Lodge does not, if on
the contrary it suspends such a Bro-
ther for non-payment of dues, & Bro-
ther who from want and need canno$
.pay, that Lodge is guilty of gross
unmasonic condact, for it viclates one
of the fundamental prineiples of our
fraternity, namely, Charity.

Having now established the facts =
1. That no Liodge can be started nez
condacted without expenses. 2. That
these expenses must be borne and
'paid by its members, 8. That each
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