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simplified and in that way corrupted. In a profound investigation of this symbol itwould be found that the three lghts in their appropriate positions, represented the
sun in lis three aspects as a rising, a maridian and a setting luminary, while theabsence of all light from the north, is a recornition of the fact that according to the
old ideas of the earth, the sun bat feebly casts lais rays upon the northern parts which
are regions of coldness and of physical and intellectual darkness.

The cable-tov is but slightly alluded to as a symbol in the ritual. but being viewed
only in a practical sense, it scarcely attracts the attention of the neophyte. Yet it vas
a very old and universal symool emplowed boith by the Israelites and bv the Gentiles.
We might refer to the cord by which the victim vas led to the sacrificial altar, as
typifying the can&date who is brought to the altar of Masonry, thercon to sarrilice his
worldl passions, and, to those " bands of love," as Hosea calls them, by which the
newly made Mason is to be bound in a tie of ioly brotherhood. These ideas m.ght be
pursued in the investigations of an Acadeiy by whiich tie cable-tow, now of so littleconsideration as a symbol, might assume the important place to which it is really
entitled.

Thirdly: There is a third class of symbols, which seem to have a double orcompound
character. Although not derived directly 'rom tL.e Operative Masonry of the Middle
Ages, they wcre appropriated by the Speculative \lasons, because of their connection
with the art of bui!ding. No society whichi did not trace its origin to an architectural
association could have employed themn in its s>m'jolism. Such are all the sym als,legends and myths that refer to the templu o Solomon and to its construction, or in
the higher degrees, to that of Zerubbabel.

These legends of the Temple, some historical and some altogether mythical, havebeen derived partly from the Bible and partly from the commentaries and fancies of
the rabins and talmudists. David, Solon.>n and Solonon's Master Builder are all
mentioned inu the Old Records of the Operatàves. and are reckoned among the eminent
M-tsons of' antiquity. But the writers of these manuscripts derived their information
from the Scriptures only. It was not until a.t rt.mes. wien the operative art had been
mergcd in, or rather exchanged for the sp,:cul.ative science, that the rabbmincal and
talmudical legends were resorted to, and thi., tmapie syinbobsm became perfectcd and
developed for the illustration of ic Mason.c spaulative system.

Yet there is a deplorable deficiency in the cilanation of tiais symbolisn as we find
it in the acccptcd rituals. Masonic students wh have goniebeyond the interpretations
of tiaat ritual, well know that the two t,:mples are rcally the sy'iols of the present
and the future hfe, and, that the fate of the buddLr is not intended simply to exemph.yas \Wcbb says, "an instance of %irtue, fort tude and iitegrty," but to synaboize an a
scenic farin the aill important doctrine of th.: resurrection.

Now it would be the object of an Acadeiiy of Instruction, such as I have spoken ofin te present article, to divest this temple s. iohsm of the nicagre interpretation
which is given to it in the ritual of Masoiv. cspcially of tie third dcgree-to clevateit tU a higier standpoit of symibolic sciice-aid to compare and collate it withsimdlar symbols faund in the rligious a soc.atuns of the ancients. This would be
done, not to prove that Spectlative Masonarv as derived, as lias been frequentlv con-tended, fron tie mysterics of Grecce and Ri ., fron the Druidical rites of Gauil and
Britain or from the Essenian brotherhood, or the Gnostic sects, or indeed from any of
the mystical associations of anci-nt or medi evai turnes, but to demonstrate that there
'was Une id'entical svmbolic idea which overshadowed all these associations and vhich,by force or th iitellectual constitution of man, which is forever and cveryweire prone
to syiholize abstract notions, lias been intruded into and adopted by Freemasonîry.
Because there was a mystical and religious clement in ail these associations. andbecause they made great use of symbols, we arc not tierefore necessarily to cdncludethat Freemaasonry was derived from any one of them.

The iivestig:.tion of al] these subjects wo.uld he the task assigned to Acadenies ofInstruction in the higher Masonry. But let me nl t be misunderstood. It as not in-tended, by aiy means, that these Academies should supercede or affect the ordinary
explanations o: the symbols, as thev are .iven in the ritual vhich is now in use. Tochangc the r.tual-to abolish tie symbolic int.rpretations of the cereinonies and of theworking tools-and to substitute ncw ones .or themî-voulid be so to change the formo. Esoteric Masanry as absolutely to destroy its identity. But the apparcntly difficultproblei of howi' we are to improve the chiaracter Ofc Masonic symrbolism without affect-ing tie Masonic ritual can bc rcadily solved by the following method.

In the first place we must rccognize the fact that there are tvo kinds of Masonry,which may be distinguislied as Lodgce Maisontr and Closet ilasonry.Lodge Masonry is, as its name imports, thi.t Masonry which we receivein the lodge.It embraces the explanation of the symbolic ceremonies and symbols, preciscly asthey are give. to the candidate at the time of his reception. If the interpretations of


