
.lfasonic Kinighthood.

The worthy Representative of St. Peter pretended to be dissatisfied
at the preeipitancy of his too zealous son Philip, but lie soon thrciv off
the mask, :nd joincd in the death-cry. In the years 1308 and 1309, he
addressed bulIs to all the Sovereigns of Christendon, commanding them
to inquire inito the conduct of the Knights. le aftervards declared
that seventy-two members of the Order had been examined by his
Cardinals anid other officers, and had all been found guilty, but in rarious
degrecs, of irreligion and immorality, and lie threatened to excommuni-
eate every person that should harbor, or give counsel, or show fàvor to,
any Teiplar.

Without waiting fbr these Papal bulis, however, Philip, as soon as his
plans were ripe, had endcavoured to stimnulate his son-in-law, Edward of
England, to similar measures; but the English court aud council, while
they engaged to investigate the charges, expressed the greatest astonish-
ment at them ; and two months lIter, Edward wrote to the Kings of
Portugal, Castile, and Arragon, imploring themi not to credit the accusa-
tions which had been most maliciously heaped upon the Kniglits. He
also addressed the Pope a letter in their favor, represcting them as an
injured and ealumniated body of men. But Edward the 1. was never
firn to any 1pu)rpose, except where his favourite was concerned; lie
forgot the old frienîdship which had exhisted between the English Kings
and the Knights Templar; and the .B.irons, on their side, forgot the
day wien Alierie, the Master of the English Templars, stood with
their ancestors on the field of Runnymede, an advocnte for the natiou's
liberties. The rin of the Order was resolved upon, and accomplished;
but to the ercdit of our English origin, let it be said, that the suppress-
ion was made wvithout any of those terrible cruelties which aecompanied
that aet in France.

In 1308, the second year of Edtward's reign, after the feast of the
Epiphiany, one of the royal clerks vas sent round with writs to ail
the sheriIïs of counties, ordcring each and aIl of them to suinmon a cer-
tain number of freclolders in the several counties--" good and lawful
men"-to mcet on an appointed day, and discuss matters re!ating to
the King's peace. The sherifis and freeholders met on the day fixed,
and they were aIll made to swcar that they wou1ld execute certain seal-
cd orders, wlicl werc delivered to the sheriffs by the Kiing's Messen-
gers. These orders, when opened, were to be executed Suddenly. The
sane conspiracy-lie mensures were adopted in Ireland. and in both
countries, on the sanie day, neerly at the saine hour, all their lands,
tenements, goods, a.d all kiras of property, ecclesiastical as well.as
temporal, were attached, and the Knights themselves arrested.

The number of Templars seized was about two hundred and fifty.
Of these, about thirty were arrested in Ireland. It appeared that only
two Knights were arrested in Scotland, but of thci more hercafter.

The Templars were to be kept in safe custody, but ,not " in vile and.
hard prison.' They were confined more than eighteen months in
different towns and castles. In the month of October, 1309, courts
were constituted by tlie Archbishop of Canterbury, in London, York,
and Lincoln. Forty-seveii of the Kiniglits. the noblest of tle Order il
England, who where brought from bhe Towcr before the 3ishop of
London and the envoys of the Pope, boldly declared tieir innocence.
The evidence at first produced against them nmounted to less than
nothing; but the courts were appointed to conviet, not to absolve, and,
ii spite of all law, they sent the Knights baek to their prisons, to wmait
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