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TWO VENTURES.
BY HURKARU. *
CHAPTER XIV—Tug Seconn Vnm-uax.

Of course my renders are well aware,
that when a man like Van Higgin, whose
trousactions are €0 numerous and iarge,
Tails it is o very different affajr, to that
of one who is only in ono iine of busiuess,
and it takes much longer to veduce .order
out of thic chaos ereated by the crash. b,
winding up of such an cstate necessarily
proreeds ciowly, where there arve so many
interests of mogunitude javolved. Meetings
of creditors have to Le called, o statement
of assets and liabilitwes submitted, ang, us
= often the case, it was not advisable for
thoze concernad to be too hasty in vealiz-
ing the nssets by forcing sales at & time
when there was hardly any demand. So
with his private property, while his house
on Fifth avenue, with its furniture, and
Lis carriages and horses, were understoou
to be in the market, they were not to be
dieposed of at ruinous prices to the first nd-
Jer. Some months might elapse Lelore
everything could be sold, ond though the
establishment was considerably reduced,
snd entertainments entirely ceased, Vau
Higgin still continued to reside in his
house for the time being.

Thue on returning to New York, Dugdale
inatead of going to the Bruwswick, as
formerly, chose the Buckingham for his
quarters, which hotel is we all know, al-
most opposite o certain residence in Fifth
Avenue. Dugdanle had heard with amaze-
me ,t, on his wav through chicago, of the
foilure of his friend Van Higin, and while
he knew he was bound to feel sorry, I fear
bis sorrow was not unmingled with a kind
of gladness, for le belonged to o type of
the sterner sex, which can never rid itseif
of shrinking from the supposition, that
money was the motive in the choice of a
wife That motive, being now entirely re-
moved o8 regards Madeline, gave to-Dug-
dele asense of relief which it is possible
you or I sir would not comprehend. ]

Dugdele first sought out the Ralstons,
ond learned from Guy, all the particulars
of the great Van Higgin. failure.

“ He hos handed -over everything to his
creditors ” said Ralston, ** and he and Ma-
deline are Jooking out for a couple of
ronms in which to go and live.”

“His house is not sold yet, I presume?”
caquired Dugdale,

* No, they are trying to sell it privately,
but it is not everyone who can afford
such a place.”

“It must Le hard lines for Miss Van
Higgin, after the way in which she has
been brought up.” '

“Upon my word Dugdale, Madeline seems
to think very httle of it, but her futher
feels it greatly Tor her sake.”

“Xo doubt 0o doubt. Do yon nappen
to know: “ho bas the disposal of tho house
and furnitare Ralstnn Fa
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¢ Why, Mary, what on earth’s the matter?
Your hair has turned quitc white.”

‘¢ Sure the Misses sent me to town wid yure
kays, and I wiat down in one of thiin fiery cars,
and what wid the heazing lectricity, the run-
nin’ off the trolley, the bumpin’ and jumpin’
into carts, and the crov Is, an’ the yelling of
the engine Jriver,—sure it's a wonder I have
any hair left at all, at all.”

——
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*Jt is in the hands of Floteam and Son
¢ real estate agents” was the repiy.

“ Ah, well I must go and sce Van Hig-
gin,” said Dugdale pulling out bis watch
and mnking e hurried departure. Yet it
was very lato in the day before he called
at tho offico in Wall Street, and then he
snid little beyond hearty exprossious of
regret, for what had taker place, eraclud-
ing with an ordinary polite cnaviry after
Miss Van Higgin. He excused himself, on
the .plea of business, when inviied to call
round that evening, but hoped Ven Higgin
would give him half an hour the day but
one following, on a matter of some import-
ance, which ho did not wish talked about.
Van Higgin named o time for the meeting
and whatever was discussed at tbat inter-
viesr will be quickly divulged ; let it sulfico
for the moment to say, that Van digein
went home that evening in a strange state
of elation, which Lc was at great difficulty
in concenling from his daughter.

Two deys later, Dugdale, in company
with the Ralstous arrived efter dinner at
No. G600 Fifth Avenue. Madeline received
the former frankly enough, yet with a cer-
tain reserve which, although observed by
Dugdale, he-took no notice of, but chatted
in afree and casy manner, upon passing
events.

The whole purty was seated in the rear
drawing room, which was separated. from
the one in-front, by heavy -oriental cur-
taine and folding door: the later being
partially closed. There appeared to od o
secret understandlng ‘between- Apnette and
Dugdale, for in a temporary full in the
con\ermtxon, Mrs. ‘Ralston, beckoning to
Guy, passed with him into -tho front room,
evdiently expecting Van Higgin would: {ol-
low, but ag be, with-the blagdering: Blind-

9
heps of his-e2x, failed to catch the situa-
tioz, or tako the hint,.Annctte como back

to the diﬂdlng doors, and oxciaimed with
that French transposition of words, sho

‘neveir quite lost, * Ah, pardon Mr. Van

Higgin. but dé you havo porbaps & mag-
nilyiig glass 7 Ido desire to examino with
you these beautiful photographs.” This
plrase hds become n joko among us sinco
ond if a private interview scems iccesgary
we ery out  Oli, pardon Robson (or Dobson
ar the caso may be) but do you have per-
haps o etc.,’t

Van Higgin hustened to Annette, who
completed her gencralship, by closing thoe
door between the two rooms. * Mon'Dieul
Madeline {s shé not an American and do
you suppose sho wants Papa at this mo-
ment 2 she eried, leading Ven Higginto
the fyrtber eud of the room, where—would
you believe it ?—there wos not asingle
photograph visible.

Imft olope with Dogdale, Madeline had
no dimoul*y in surmising what was cowming,
and was perhaps otriflc annoyed as a.
free born Amerfcan, in having been made
o passive instrument in the bringing about
of a situation, she wounld have preferred
to have arranged herself, Annette had
stolen o march on her, but she wonld not,
in spite of that, bo caught unprepared, and
Dugdale found her perfectly collected as—
to continue the xmhtory parallel—ho turn-
ed towards her and opened hrq.

“Do you remember Miss Van Higgin,”
hio began in a low voice, “my speaking
to you of two ventures, when Iwas leav-
ing for Denver 2?7 LI

“1 recollect something you eaid, Mr.

*Dugdale,” repiied Madeline slowly * but

vircumstances bave altered since.”

“Yes you were then such a wealthy
hejress thut my motives might have been
misconstrued, but now-—"

“ Ifush ” interrupted Madeline softly, “1
never imputed euch baseness to you, and
you need not try to prove what I knew
already.”

“Then Madeline will you not crown my
second venture with success ?” cried.Dug-
dnle, a great joy overspreading his face,
a8 he fancied he saw victory within kis
grasy.

‘“How long can you wait for your
erown 7 asked the girl almost in o whis-
per.

“ Wait ! what is the use of waiting ?”
was the impatient rejoiner.

“ Think of Papa~I could not leave him
t a time like this* said Madeline.

*“Is thut your only reason ?” ansked Dug-
dole with a peculinr sm’le—“ you promisa
you will uot keep-me waiting longer than o
time when you see your fathst comlort-
able again, Madeline 7

“ Yeg M— ! '

“You ore quite’ su é you do not con-
sider me foo poor. ' persued Dugdsie.

#Now Fou nre ungenerous 1” eried Ma-
ilelihc raising lxer eyes, But msmnﬁt Arop-



