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CHAPTER XIV-Tus SpcoNn VENTURE.

Of course ix' ceasdore are wvell aware.
thant wbeul a mon liko Vanl Hlggta, whose
tretîsactione are so numeoue andl large,
Yoi!n it le a very dUferent af!air', ta that
of oite who les oîly ln one line oi business,
andl t takie much longer ta reduce aurder
ont of the chaos createil by the craglh. Tii'.
,wisidlng up of such an estate necessatily
pro<'eete tIo'Wly, %vliere thora are 80 iuiy
iiite.reets of inngxîltude linvolvtetl, 3feetage
o! ereditors hanve te hot called, a Mtaternant
of üssolean ouiiabilittes, eUbiitteîl, and, nes
lg oiten the case, It wtt» mot aivisable for
those coîîcertizd ta ha toc, hnsty ln raIs-
ing the assete hy forcing sales at a tinte
when. there vças linrdly ainy demanil. Sa
%vith bis privato property, wbls bis bouse
un Fifth avNenue, ith ls fIniture, andI
lle carrnages and bone, were understoou
tu ho in the market, they wcne mot ta bs
dIPIotted of nt ruinons prices ta the lir8t bid-
';<r. Soule monthe might ellipse belore
everytbing could lx, sold, and tbougle the
estehlisment, waa» considerably reduced,
ond entertalaments entirely ceased, Van

Eliggiii stili continneil ta reside ln Isis
bouse for the Urne being.

Thup on.returning ta New Yorki, Dugdlale
inatend of going ta the Brunswick, ns
formerly, chose the Buckinghamu for Isis
quonters, which botel.le we ail know, al-
rtuel: opposite a certain i'esidence in Fil th
Aven~ue. Dugdole bal board 'îith noaze-
w" .L, au bis wav thnaugh allocnge, of the
fijlure of hie friend 'Van Bigý«-, anu wbile
ho bueow lie wns boni to feel sorny, I fear
hsis sorrow was not unmingled with a kind
et gin dnese, for ho belouge<l ta a type of
the sterner Be%, which can nover rid itself
of shrinking front the supposition, that
îosoney n'as the mnotive in the Cholet of a
tvife Tlhat motive, being ilon' cntirely ce-
nioved no regards Madelint, gave ta Dug-
drp n seuse oi relief wbleb it je; *possiblo
yau or I sir -%vould mot coinprebead.

Dtigde.le firet; sougît eut the Italstozîî',
nîîd letnried frontx Guy, ail the partieulua
ai tfle grent V'an fliggin. failure.

,Ho boas banded -over oerytlîing ta Isis
creditors " niii Raîston, - and lie anul Ma-
'be'litt tire lookiiig ont for a couple of
rnnmns in ivbich ta go and live."

"His lieuse le net sald yct, I presume!'"
enquired Dugdale,

" o, tbey are 'trying ta seil it privately,
but it le net everyone who eau aiford
sucli V place."

" It muet hoe bord, linoes for 3Iss Van
Iliggiu, alter the way lu which she bas
becu brought up."

"Ppon uly -mord uglc Idlxeseeme
ta think veny littie o! it, huît lier father
féelsjtý greatly 'frlier aake."1

"\n donbt, no doufft. Do yen. nappent
ta knowr who bas hé dIsposail et the bouse
nu Inrnlturè $Ile xx1

"%Vmy, iry, what on earch's the malter?
Yeur hair has turned quito- white."

" Sure the Missts sent me ta tawn wid yurc
lcays, and 1 wint down in anc of thiln fiery Cam.
and wlt wid the leasing lectricity, the rua-
nia' off the trolley, the bumpin' andi jumpin'
ino cants, nd the crav Is, an' thc yelliag of
the engine Jriver.-sure iî's a wonder 1 have
any liair Ici': at ail. nt al,."

It ia la the bande oi Flateani and Sou
tV-c ceai estate agents " was the repiç.

"Ali, ivoîl I muet go end sc Van Big-
giii," enlî Dugîlalo pnlling ont bis -mratch
ndz mnking a hîîrnied departure. 1e it
w's verjv late la the day baera ba called
nt the office iii Wall Sti'eet, andi thon lie
said littla beyoiid hearty exlprcsieuaL of
regret, for wbat laed tak'er place, crncluil-
ing ivith on onîlinany pallao eunti*,y citer
Miss Van Biggin. Ha excused himsolf, -)ii
the pla ai business, wben inviued to cal
round that eveuing, but hliped Van Hiiggin
would give hlm hall an heur the day but
one fellowing, on a matten of semai import-
ance> wlîlci lio did net wish talkeil about.
Van fliggîa nameti atune for the meeting
and witever was discussel at that inter-
view n'ill bue quickly divnlged; let it sulfitca

for the moment ta say' tîzat Van Higgia
-%vent home tlîat evening in a strange etate
o! tIation, wih Lz was at great dilficulty
ia caucenling frram hie ilaughter.

Tivo days Inter, Dugdnle, in compauy
witx the RaIstous arriveit alter dinner at
No. 600 Fifth Avenue. 3fadeline received
the former frankly enaugh, yct 'iil n cor-
tOili ceserve whichi, althougli observ'ed by
Dugdale, ho took no notice af, but ebatted
lu a free and easy marner, lapon paseiag
events4.

The wiolo pnrty wias seateti la the rear
drawing recul, wbicb -mvas sepanated frram
th ea lat inront, hy heavy -oriental eur-
tanisa ond folding door" tlie latet' being
pnntially dosaei. Thene appeared, te né a
secret ualenatanding -betwcen Annette and
Dugînle, for la a, 'tsmponary mill in -tho
conversation, Mca. Riston, bect'oniag te
Guy, Inesed.'with him Into tbe front coozm,
evdienstly expeeting Van Riàgia 'avuldiefl-
law, but -au le, with-Illc blüùùern1n hd-

neos; ci sax, failed to catch the situa-
tlÔn, or toko the hint,.Annotte came back
tà the dINldlng doors, and oxclalmed 'with
that French traneiposition of wordo, she
neveé qulste Io ' t, "Ah, pardon Mfr. Van.
fliggin. but d1d you have perhaps a rang-
nityltig gloa? 1 do desire te examina witl
yon tliese beautiful photographe." This
phrase luis become a jolie among us since
and if a privato interview ace Leccssary
we cry ont;« Olt, pirdoin Iebeon (or Dobsan.
ost the case may bie) but do yau have per-
boisa a Ptec.,"

'Vais HlIggin hastened to Annette, who
completcd her genseralsbip, hy closing the
door betwvezin tho two recune. " MoziDieul
undeline la allô mot au Amterlean and d1o
yen suppose abc wants Papa nt thle Mo-
ment ?" ahe cried, leading Van Hlgga te,
the furtber end af the recul, where-would
yon bellevé lt ?-there was not a single
photograph visible.

teit clone wlth Dngdale, Miadeline lied
un dlifficuly in surielsng what wt cousing,
and wças perhaps a trille annoyed as a.ý
f roc baru Amerlcan, in havig.been made
a pasaive in'rstrument la the brînging about
o! a situation, sbc would bave prcfcrred
ta have arrauged bersell. Annette bad
stolen a march on lier, but elle wonld net,
in spite o! that, bo caugbt unprepare, and
Dugdale found lier pcrtectli, eollected as--
ta continue the xnilitary parallel-ba turn-
cd toivards bier and opened Îirq.

',D yon remem ber 'Miss Van Higgi,"
lie began In a low voice, «Imy opeaklng
ta You of two ventures, when I was leav-
ing for Deniver?"

"il recolleet somcthing you eàid, Mfr.
*Dugdaie," rep.ied Madeline elowly "but
circumaUnces bave altered since."

" Yes You werp thon snob a wcaltby
heirss «tbt xny motives nuight have bean
rnisconstrued, but now-"'

flluaitb* interrupted 3fndelino soi tly, 'lI
nover imputed snob baseneas ta yeu, and
yon need net try ta provo what I knew
alrendy."

" Thon Madeline ivili yen mot crown my,
second venture wjtb succee.s V' cried.Dug-
dille, a great joy overspreading lsis face,
as hie fancied lie saw victory within hie
grasp.

"H ow long con you wait for your
erown 7" nsked the girl a'hnost in a whis-
Ver-

" Waitl vbat let the use of waiting ?

was thL~ impatient rejoiner.
"Tbink oi Papa-I c.ould mot loave Iii

t a. time ilieo this" saisi Medeline.
"Ta thutt vour only renson 7" aked Dug-,

dit wvitb a pecullar smle-" You promi%%
you wlll tint kcep-me waiting longer flian a
lime wlieu yon see your fath-ir comlort-
able again, Madeline17"

"You Dro q'uito'ti'' you do flot cou-
aider m& *00o p«oor.?" eisu'e"â %Dugde.

"Now you .are nneoau 1" criéd- Ma-
Ùe1ibe raising lier ess but instantleýdrop-


