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question. As a matter of fact very satisfac-
tory answers have been given by students
whose knowledge of chemical manipulation
was derived from Looks and observation.

Although the author in his preface tells
us that it has not been his desite *to adopta
mechanical method of question and answer,
but, exceptin special cases, simply to assist
the student in finding the answer for himself
by directing him to the paragraphs where
they will be found,” he has given very ela-
borate solutions where they are unnccessary
from any point of view, and has in some
cases withheld help where it might reason-
ably be expected. As cases in point, we
would refer amongst others to the solutions
to 7, p. 172, and 1, p. 178, where an exem-
plification of the principle is all that is
called for. No. 42, p. 196, is answered by
referring to par. 37, where, we may say, the
subject of 7adfcals is imperfectly treated. By
answering this question in detail Mr. Findlay
might have given the subject a clearness it
does not there possess. Some of the solu-
tions are evidently incorrect. The answer to
(3), 3, p- 179 is not the weight of the commer-
cial acid ; in (1), 2, p. 181, the volume of the
O should be deduced from the conditions of
the problem, and not from what is proved
in par. g8 ; the answer to 3 in the same page
is somewhat peculiar—Ammecnia is neither
nitric acid nor a nitrate; and to conclude,
the answer to 33, p. 192 does not cover the
ground intended ; for the meaning at one
time given to HO is not therein explained.
‘When an author undertakes to solve a prob-
lem his answer should be a model of accu-
racy and of style. This requirement is not
fulfilled in all cases in this collection,

We have spoken out plainly in reference to
this manual. While we have called attention
to some of its defects, we have done so in no
censorious spirit. The book contains a
great deal of valuable information and is in
many respects creditable to the author; but
if we are to succead in our new-born zeal for
native literaturg, we must set before us a
high standard of excellence. The mistakes
pointed out are not of so serious a nature as
to materially affect the uscfulness of the
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book asa whole; and we, therefore, hope
that when the work reaches a second edition
Mr. Findlay will avail himself of a criticism
which has been penned in no unfriendly
spirit.

MISTAKES IN TEACHING, by J. L. Hughes,
Inspector of Public Schools, Toronto.

ATTENTION : Hlow TO SECURE AND RE-
TAIN, by the same.  W. J. Gage & Co.’s
Educational Series. Toronto, 1880,

WE are a little at a loss to imagine to
whom Mr, fughes supposes these manuals
will prove of any service. We should think
that the teachers of the Province were at least
competent to claborate sufficient common-
places for homeconsumpti.. , without needing
to buy them in bulk.  Certainly we should be
disappointed if we found that any of the pro-
fession were under the delusion that com-
monplaces ceased to merit that homely name
when honoured with the imprimatur of a
Public Schoul Inspector, and forming part
of a so-called educational series. The style
of informtion given may be inferred from the
following :

“ It is a mistake for a teacher to stand on his
head during lessons.  Although this prac-
tic: may not strike every one as being neces-
satily a mistake, yet a litle consideration
will lead the candid reader to decidedly
condemn it as such. It is true thatithas a
marked effect in riveting the attention of the
scholars, hut this effect is not a permanent
one, and the gaining of the attention does
not, in this instance, conduce to any distinc-
tively educational aim. On the whole wa
would suggest, but without laying down any
positive rale, that the exigencies of discipline
require the teacher to do what standing on
his head he finds absolutely necessary dur-
ing recess, or at least behind a door. . . . .»

We have omitted to make a note of
the page on which this very necessary caution
is to be found,—perhaps we dreamt it when
dozing over the pages which are full of
warnings quite as much uncalled for as this.

In the manual on Attention (which, by
the way, contains much of the Mistaken
Manual hashed up over again), our eye was



