THE MINING RECORD. 3

:](::;hﬁ)wwer, glways deter parties from.jumping claims
Bot g ave no right to, or doing acts wh.lch they should
o tak’ and tl.lerefore it would do good if the measures to
€1 against them were made, by law, more severe.

e?:‘Lestern \:vholesale houses, it is said, are.: Fo a c‘ert.ain,
Caue afraid to push business in the mining districts
in it nse they say the country is new and the merchant.s
'eliabi?yg not h&}d time, in many cases, to prove their
iS ng ty. This may be true, but on the whole, there
€ason why trade should not be profitable and mer-
Q’Se::im as good standing in the mining ‘districts.as
*re.  Trade is, of course, largely carried on with
:Ztlbng Dogulatioxx, and the greatest care s}aould b.e
the Y Tetailers in the matter of giving credit. It is
chaut:t'y’ however, of each and every .one o.f the mer-
cir m;“ the. mining districts to make it a point to meet
v ligations promptly, or at least to avoid .showmg
Pa 1(‘:’-glect of them. A careful attention to .thxs on the
eral €very one doing business will soon raise the gen-
tandard of the district.

&ocare on this point will enable the merchants to buy
e t e_bQSt houses, instead of second rate concernms.
\th);iwm thus be able to buy cheaper and better goods
Tive ar Profits will be larger and their custon'lers will de-
busine enefit from their attention _to the ordinary rule of
Cayge SS.  We are induced to make these remarks be-
ang n:a§es 1}ave been reported to us where carelessness
met. tinability to pay was the cause of bills not being

here is a very general desire for a better map of the
Ernmznay than at present exists. The Dominion Gov-
or ¢ Mt has had men working on one for the last year
he o ut as yet there is no sign of its appearance.
fact g?vﬁr.nment at Ottawa is evidently not awake to the
in gol(;lt’ In British Columbia, there_ lies vast wealth
n ' Silver and other valuable minerals, otherwise
Wory d“"’“ld take more pains to let it be known to the
valllat;l A good map of the country \vou}d not only be
€ to outsiders, but it would be of immense benefit

e . .
People living in the Province.
Vernme
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The Provincial
'ent is doing what it can in the map line, but
“Winion authorities, with the facilities at their dis-

» Should provide an up-to-date map without delay.
¥ don’t the 10cal papers unite in demanding it ?

Are :le days for hauiing ores long distances to be smelted
Angg; Ut past in the Kootenay. The activity of the
Ttag 31 Pacific Railway in its efforts to aff(')rd'tran.s-

attl‘acz;)n facilities in the several mining districts is
ginning attention, and our cousins across the lme. are

Anger ng to_ fear that their hold on the Kootenay is in

ang . Of Peing lost. Competition is the life of trade,
T it v:iﬁl Ore the railways waken up to this fact the bet-

be for our mining districts.

t '. - .
w&y is, however, chiefly to the Canadian Pacific Rail-
at the people of the Kootenay will have to look in

the future. Cheaper coke provided by that company
will enable smelters to be operated at home instead of
having to send the ore to distant points in the United
States. 'This will enable mine owners to operate their
mines more profitably and will encourage the opening of
new properties. The construction of the railway
through the Crow’s Nest pass, with its wealth of coal
deposits, will simply boom the great Kootenay district
for all it is worth. And that is a great deal.

The opening of the Nakusp, Slocan and Kaslo rail-
way is an instance of what improved transportation facil-
ities will do for a mining country. Good properties
which have lain idle for several years in the Slocan dis-
trict are now being opened up and ore shipments are
pouring in to the railway from every direction.

We look forward with much expectation to the lec-
tures about to be delivered in Victoria and Vancouver
under the government auspices. Those who can afford
to do should take advantage of the whole course. But
as there will be many of our readers who will be unable
to visit the Coast cities, we propose, with the consent of
the government, to publish the lectures in the Rrcorp
as fully as the space at our command will allow. This
will, we think, prove a boon to many who have not the
means or opportunity to attend the lectures, and will, in
a measure, be aiding the government in the good work
they are doing.

We also purpose commencing with February to de-
vote a department of the RECORD to ch‘ronicling such
matters connected with the office of Provincial Mineral-
ogist as Professor Carlyle may deem proper to make
public. Anything appearing in that department will be
official, and therefore thoroughly reliable.

And now we appeal to mining companies, mine own-
ers and holders of claims to send us samples of their ore,
properly labelled with full particulars. These samples
will be effectively displayed in our offices and will meet
the eyes of many visitors interested in mining invest-
ments who visit British Columbia. Wherever possible
we would like the samples in duplicate, so that we may
be able to display them in our Victoria office as well as
in Vancouver.

There are several other features in connection with
the RECORD which we contemplate but which lack of
space prevents our describing in this issue. All we pro-
pose, however, will tend towards attracting capital to
the development of the mines of British Columbia.

It was a happy thought and a generous act on the
part of the Canadian Pacific officials to offer to carry ore
for prospectors to the smelters in ton lots at car load
rates. It is good policy to aid prospectors in this way
to enable them to ascertain the value of their claims.
It will result in bringing about more active develop-
ment.



