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and cruelty; for when the pope -commWds, the priest,
as his loyal soldier, must be ready to obey. But many
a time, after the place h'as been captured by dint of stra-
tçgy and secrecy, the poor soldier is left, badly wounded
and compleWy disabled, on- the battle-field. He has
paid dearly for his victory and the conq ùered citadel
has received an injury from which à may never recover.
But the crafty. priest has ghined his ýoint: he lia's suc-
ceeded in persuading his lady p'enitent that there was
no imýropriety, that W was even necessary for them to
have a parley on things that made her blush a few mo-
ments before. She is so well convinced that she would

swearthat there is nothincr wrong, in confession. TI-uly
this is a fulfilment of the words J.

Abyssus abyssurn invocat."
Have the Romish theologians Gury, Scavani Li- ori,guetc., ever b en honest. enough, in their -works on con-

fession, to say that the Most Holy God could neveïr com-
mand or require woman to'degrade and -PoRute herself
and the priest in pouring' in the ear of a frail- and sinful'

mortal, words unfit even for an angel ? No;-they-were
very carçful not to say so ; for- frorn:* that very moment,

theïr shameless lies would have been -ex )Qsed the
stupendous but weak structure ofauricular confession
-ýou1d fall,,to th ground with sad 0' Itse havoc and ruin
upho'Iders. -Men and women .. would open their 'èyes,
and seeÂts we'akness and *fallacy. IIIfQodý"theýmight
say, can forgive pur most'grievoùs- sins, apiýt modes-
ty, he. can and will certainly do, thé s'âme with those of
less gravity; thereibre there Ù.- lio necessity9r occasion

for'us to conféss to a priest."
'But those shrewd casuists kn*w too vell that by such

franl; confession, they wguld- soofi lose their * hold. on


