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THE UNION RESPONSIBLE.Œbe Colonist West Australia, which have been open
ed since 1881? From a somewhat hasty 
examination of the statements of the 
several companies, we estimate that they 
represent a capitalization of $150,000,- 
000, a vast sum. If a quarter of it 
could be obtained for British Columbia 
every line of business would be stimu
lated to a degree that we can scarcely 
conceive of. Is it not therefore desirable 
that the circumstances under which this 
remarkable development of West Aus
tralia has taken place should be thor
oughly looked into by the government 
and people of this province? Why is it 
that our sister colony can get all the 
capital needed for the development of 
her mines, while this province cannot? 
Is there any one who can throw some 
light upon this question? If so, we 
would1 be glad to hear from him.

THE BEECHY BAY SCHEME.
Mr. D. W. Higgins has resurrected the 

Beèchy Bay scheme in a letter to the 
Port Angeles Tribune-Times. A few 
years ago every one was in favor of this 
project, but Victoria is a fickle lady and 
does not know her own mind for many 
days at a time. It is satisfactory to 
have this plan of obtaining railway con
nection to the South brought forward at 
this juncture, because every possible 
scheme bearing upon making Victoria a 
railway terminal ought to be discussed. 
We think that something is likely to be 
accomplished, but in the meantime the 
fullest possible consideration ought to be 
given to every project. The Beechy Bay 
scheme does not contemplate any aid 
from the city. We suppose that, if a 
railway ferry were put on between Port 
Angeles and that point, the E. & N. 
railway company would build a fcranch 
line down to meet it. We havo no 
authority for stating this, but such a 
thing seems to be reasonable. The in
ducement that would be offered to the 
company putting on such a ferry would, 
we assume, be the donation of land at 
the terminus. The owners of real 
estate there would doubtless hope that a 
town would be built up, which would 
probably be the case, but how much of 
a town it would be and what sort of a 
competitor it woulÿ prove for the trade 
that now comes to Victoria it is alto
gether premature to say. If railway 
and ocean terminal facilities are pro
vided at Beechy Bay, and connection is 
made with the E. & N., we suppose 
there is a possibility that some ocean 
traffic may stop there instead of at Vic
toria, and that mails and passengers 
might leave Asiatic steamers at Quaran
tine and be carried through to Vancou
ver without coming near Victoria. It is 
true that there is now no expeditious 
means of getting to Vancouver except 
by way of Victoria, but if travel and 
transportation warranted it, the means 
would soon be forthcoming. We have 
no desire to play the pgrt of an alarmist, 
but it can do no harm to point out to 
the people of Victoria that there is some 
danger of the city being side-tracked, 
unless they make such an arrangement 
as will make this city the terminal point 
of any ferry connection that may be 
established with Vancouver, as it would 
have been under the offer of the E. &'N. 
company. The situation calls for the 
best possible consideration that the citi 
zens can give to it. The important factor 
in the new scheme is that all steamers 
from the Orient will call at Quarantine 
and with a railway within a stone’s 
throw, so to speak, some of the traffic 
which we have been hoping to secure 
may pass us by, We do not take much 
stock in the idea that under any circum 
stances likely to occur a rival city would 
be built up.

our own great seaport, may be thus 
summed up. How is the immense vol
ume of traffic to the great American 
lakes to reach the seaboard in the best 
and cheapest means? In the opinion of 
Mr. McLeod Stewart, ex-mayor of Ot
tawa, that object can be best achieved 
by the construction of a waterway, ex
tending from Montreal to Georgian Bay. 
And with a view to enlisting the sym
pathies of the commercial community of 
Liverpool in his project, Mr. Stewart 
addressed a meeting in Liverpool yester
day, at which were present, as a glance 
will show at the list of names which 
appears elsewhere, many gentlemen 
prominently identified with the trade of 
the Dominion. A syndicate has already 
been formed to bring into being the 
project, at the heao of which is the 
Right Hon. Sir Edward Thornton, G.C.
B. , ex- British minister to the United 
States, and other influential gentlemen, 
including Mr. George G. Blackwell and 
Mr. Francis Durant, of London. The 
idea is by no means a new one. Mr. 
Stewart’s father labored long and con
sistently on its behalf, and his mantle 
has fallen upon a worthy successor, if we 
pay heed to the fervor with which Mr. 
Stewart advocated his cause and to the 
extremely able manner in which he mar
shalled his facts and figures. He is not 
alone, moreover, in his belief in the 
potentialities of such a canal, for 
whether it be viewed from a military 
or a commercial and industrial point of 
view, it possesses friends. Distinguished 
military officers, Canadian premiers and 
statesmen, engineers, and even no less 
an individual than Sir William Van 
Horne, from whom, as president of the
C. P. It., opposition might have been 
expected, each and all have warmly 
praised the project. And so there can
not be such an extraordinary consensus 
of approval in a scheme which Mr. Stew
art remarks will “do more than anything 
else to revolutionize the trade of Can
ada and help to build up Liverpool” 
without good cause. A brief examina
tion of the propect, naving regard to 
this fact, therefore, must surely possess 
interest. The line of actual canal will 
run from Montreal to Georgian Bay, via 
the French and Ottawa rivers. A glance 
at the map shows that the presence of 
these rivers materially assist work upon 
the canal. Of the 430 miles between the 
two points, 350 miles are a natural navi
gation, and require no improvement, 
while to convert the remainder into a 
first closs navigation for steamers less 
than 30 miles of actual canal are re
quired. Of these, 15 miles have been 
constructed by the government, and 
only require deepening. The construc
tion of the canal would provide Canada 
with the most direct line of waterway 
between the Great Lakes and the Atlan
tic ocean. The strategic and commercial 
importance of the canal is at once ap
parent. The work removes any neces
sity fori thie commerce of Canada to re
ly upon waters under American jurisdic
tion. Further, its possession of the 
waterway not only provides an addi
tional outlet for the conveyance of the 
heavy grades of freight from the West to 
the seaboard, but a direct one. many 
miles shorter than the existing canal 
routes to ocean centres, and many days 
shorter in freight carriage. The im
portance of this latter remark will be 
best gathered if we utilize Mr. Stemart’s 
own figures. The distance from Chicago 
to Montreal by Ottawa is nearly 150 
miles less than that from Chicago to 
New York by the Erie canal. This 
means a total saving by the Ottawa 
route of little short of 900 miles on the 
through trip to Liverpool. Practically, 
it is equivalent to more than 1,000 miles 
saved, for there are 350 miles of canal 
on the Erie route, and only 29 on the 
other. Suppose two grain-laden vessels 
leave Chicago together, one for each 
route. The one via New York has a 
lake journey of 920 miles to Buffalo, 
the other one of 550 miles to the French 
river. To reach New York the former 
vessel, even were the Erie enlarged 
to such a capacity as to render her con
tinuance by that route possible, has yet 
to pass through 350 miles of canal and 
145 miles of the Hudson river—495 miles 
in all, while the vessel proceeding by the 
northerly route has only 20 miles of 
canal and 400 miles open river and lake 
to traverse before reaching Montreal. It 
will thus be seen that Montreal and 
Quebec would materially profit by the 
existence of this canal, and as Mr. Stew
art very righly observes, the more those 
two places are built up “the more will 
it tend to build up the great city of Liv
erpool.” Hence we in Liverpool have 
a direct interest in the project, which 
is by no means now a merely academi
cal question, but one which will present
ly throb with a powerful vitality.

The Journal of Commerce calls the 
canal “ An Imperial and commercial 
necessity,” and the resolution adopted by 
the meeting recognizes both these aspects 
of it.

AN UNREASONABLE DEMAND. A QUEEN’S BUSY DAY. ciously to her about her garden and o,.

gEHSHsSSto show my friend a kitten which was 
clining in her lap. “We are goTng to tale 
the kitten to the poor man! as® it m!v 
amuse him in his convalescence,” said the 
Queen. Again thanking my friend for her 
information as to the nelghborhaad in 
which the invalid was living, the Queen 
bowed, and in a moment the Royal car 
riage had proceeded on its way. This in 
cident, needless to say, has only deepened 
my friend's already great loyalty to her 
sovereign, and is a pleasing instance of the 
unconventional way in which the Queer, 
takes matters in her Highland home.

Tasting the Potatoes.
A former servant of the Queen on her 

Osborne estate gives an amusing account ot 
a visit paid by Her Majesty to his humble 
home, which, it may be added, was the 
first cottage built after the Queen’s arrival 
at Osborne. “Yes, the Queen an’ two of 
the Princesses—Princess Royal and Prim 
cess Alice, if I minds right—have eaten at 
my table. They have. It was this way: 
My son used to have his dinner set for him 
alone ’cause he worked later than 
one day the Queen an’ the Princesses came 
into our cottage just as he was a-set down, 
an’ he run away a bit frightened.

An Associated Press despatch from. 
Wardner, Idaho, says that the evidence 
given before the coroner’s jury, which in
quired into the deaths of the victims of 
the recent riots there, makes it “impos
sible to doubt that the riots and the mur
ders of April 29th were designed and 
perpetrated by the miners* onion as such.” 
The despatch then goes on to give a few 
details showing how it was proved by 
the oath of members of the union that 
the outbreak was planned at a special 
meeting of the organization. All right 
thinking people, whether connected with 
a labor organization or not, will feel the 
deepest regret that “the evidence abso
lutely refutes the theory that the union 
as an organization was guiltless of the 
crimes.” ti^hen working men organize 
for the purpose of killing those who 
not members of their order, the end of 
the usefulness of labor unions is in sight, 
and all sober-minded workers will hold 
aloof from them. We think this is the 
first occasion when responsibility for 
riot and murder has been brought home 
to a labor organization. It is probably 
the first occasion when the facts 
ranted such a conclusion. Hitherto the 
union men have been passive or at the 
most have confined themselves to the 
destruction of property. If lives 
lost, it was not because the union intend
ed the blood shed. In the Wardner 
the union men armed themselves with 
stolen guns and having masked their 
faces went out deliberately for the pur
pose of “driving out the scabs.” It is 
scarcely necessary to say that such 
things cannot be permitted in any civil
ized community, 
right of men to demand what they re
gard as just wages and to organize to 
enforce their demand by the influence 
which numbers give; but we deny utterly 
the right of any man or combination of 
men
shall charge for their labor, 
wrong for employers to combine and re
fuse to pay more than a certain wage, 
it is equally wrong for working men to 
combine and refuse to allow others to 
work for less than a certain wage. If a 
man owns a factory, a mine or a farm, 
he has a right to say what wages he will 
pay to those whom he employs. If a man 
has only the labor of his hands he has 
an equl right to say how much he shall 
ask for it. As the employer has no right 
to use violence to compel men to work 
for him on any 'terms whatever, 
combination of working men has a right 
to dictate terms to others upon which 
they shall work, still less has 
bination a shadow of justification to 
shoot down men, for the sole reason that 
they are willing to work for less than a 
certain rate of wages.

It is very clear that the strong arm of 
the law must be employed to protect 
in the exercise of their liberty to work 
for such wages as they are willing to 
accept. We do not advocate the 
pression of trades' unions, but only the 
protection of persons not connected with 
them from interference in the exercise 
of their liberty as free men. Labor has 
no more deadly enemy than the agitator 
who plays upon men’s passions and pre
judices. If workingmen would stop and 
think they would realize that 
tive committee is able to grasp the whale 
economic situation and speak ex cath
edra as to how it should be dealt with. 
In the field of labor as in that of po
litical life, the freedom of the individual 
means the safety and welfare of -he 
mass. Labor organization, as exempli
fied at Wardner, is the worst foe of this 
freedom, and therefore calls for the 
damnation of every honest working 

------------------------
AN OBJECT LESSON.

The arguments of the Vancouver 
World for a redistribution of the repre
sentation of British Columbia in the 
House of Commons prove the extreme 
undesirability of interfering with the 
matter at all until the regular period for 
so doing comes round. The distribution 
of population is changing so rapidly that 
what, may be true this year may be 
everything else but true next year as to 
the comparative claims 6f the different 
sections of the province. Before another 
election there may be 50,000 people in 
Cassiar alone. If the promise of the 
present is fulfilled and the mines of the 
West Coast and other parts prove as 
valuable as now seems likely, and if the 
several schemes for the opening of the 
Island materialize, we may have by 1901 
twice as many people in these two elec
toral districts as are there now. Similar 
observations may be made of other parts 
of the province. Therefore we can easily 
see why the Dominion government has 
deemed it unwise to attempt in advance 
of the general redistribution following 
the census to alter in any way the elec
toral districts in this province or vary 
the representation. We hoped that the 
government would see its way clear to 
dividing Yale-Cariboo, so as to give 
Kootenay a new representative, but the 
bill as itrodnced does not contemplate 
any addition to the representation of 
any of the provinces. Our Vancouver 
contemporary hopes that the members 
from this province will be able to have 
such amendments made in the bill be
fore it passes as will deprive Victoria of 
a member, but we feel quite confident 
that nothing of the sort will be accom
plished.

THURSDAY, JUNE 1, 1899. Glimpse at the Home Life of 
The Ruler of This 

Empire.
PAUNCEFOTE LEADS TRUMPS.

The brief synopsis of Friday’s proceed
ings at the peace conference suggests 
more than it tells. We are told that 
when , the Russian delegate had finished 
his remarks upon arbitration Sir Julian

By “A Friend at Court,” In the Scotsman.
The Queen’s day does not begin as early 

as it used to commence, for the reason 
that with advancing years Her Majesty 
has preferred to rise later, 
slight breakfast brought to her apartment 
before rising, and in the summer time her 
actual breakfast is more of the nature of 
which the French call dejeuner a la four
chette. When the weather is fine, if she 
is staying at Windsor, she is driven to 
Frogmore, where, under the trees, a table 
is spread, and every appliance is ready for 
giving the Queen a splendid meal, of which 
she partakes with her daughter, and usual
ly two or three of her grandchildren. Af
ter breakfast the Times is perused, Prin
cess Beatrice reading aloud portions which 
she thinks may interest her mother. Then 
comes the consideration of various de
spatches and letters which have arrived 
from London and from Royal relatives in 
different parts of the world. Any answers 
which are necessary are conveyed to Her 
Majesty’s private secretary, and several 
of the documents with the Queen’s bold 
signature are well on their way back to 
London before luncheon.

If the Queen is not able to breakfast 
out of doors, the procedure is slightly 
varied, for, after the meal has been 
ed in perhaps the Oak room at Windsor 
Castle, the private secretary brings to Her 
Majesty’s notice any of the papers ■ which 
require her attention.

Pauncefote rose and asked the confer
ence to assent to the principle of a per
manent arbitration tribunal, and that 
thereupon the Russian delegate produced 
a new proposal giving effect to Sir Jul
ian’s suggestion. This, we are told, was 
greeted with surprise and enthusiasm by 
the delegates, and the British delegate 
was warmly congratulated upon the ef
fect of his move. It brought out the 
full strength of Russia’s hand, by show
ing the conference how far the represen
tative of the Czar, at whose invitation 
the august gathering assembled, is pre
pared to go for the preservation of peace. 
When the despatch adds that most of 
the delegates were authorized by their 
instructions to go as far as Russia 
has gone, we get some idea of the value 
of the point gained.

It is a glorious and gratifying thing 
that it was a British delegate who spoke 
the word for permanent intern^ional 
bitration, and there is not a man in all 

broad Empire who will not rejoice

She has a|

ti

are8

me, an

you
know, an’ the Queen set down an’ tasted 
the dinner an’ give the Princesses some of 
the ’tatles; an’ they says to my missue. 
‘Theys better than what we gets up at Os
borne.’ ”

w.ir-

Formal Visits to Subjects.
At Balmoral it was her habit for many 

years to pay visits to many of the people 
on the Royal estate without very much no
tice being given of her expected arrival. 
She would, in the case of a more formal 
visit, send over a messenger about two 
hours previously to Inform Lady Glenesk 
or Madame Albani-Gye, that she would be 
coming that afternoon to take tea with 
her. But It was already understood that 
as little fuss should be made as possible 
of the occasion. The Queen has had ex
perience enough of official dullness of eti
quette too long to live a more natural life 
in the Highlands.

At the house of her neighbors at Bal 
moral she had always been a charming 
guest, showing the deepest Interest in all 
that concerned those of her subjects whom 
she honored in this particular way. She 
made more than one call on the late 
Mrs. Oliphant, the novelist, when the lat 
ter was living at Windsor, and never dis 
gulsed her great admiration for Mrs. Oli- 
phant’s work. Her own literary achieve 
ments made the Queen very interested in 
the success of others. She has never lm 
aglned that “Leaves from the Highlands " 
possessed much literary ability, and quite 
realizes that its popularity was more due 
to its Royal authorship than to anything 
else. Lord Beaconsfleld only amused the 
Queen when he called her “the head of the 
literary profession.”

were
ar-

case
serveur

that our brothers in language, institu-!

tions and traditions, who have just 
emerged triumphantly from war, are 
with us, heart and soul, in the great 
work of peace. That the Czar is ready 
to go as far as Great Britain and the 
United States will lead is also a consid
eration fulb-of hope for the future.

But some will ask: Of what use is an 
international tribunal of arbitration, see
ing that it cannot enforce its decrees? 
It will be of the greatest value. There 
is such a thing as international sentiment. 
To go no further back than last year, we 
saw, in the early days of the Spanish- 
American war, that international sen
timent counts for a great deal. All pub
lic men recognize that nothing except the 
moral support of Great Britain so openly 
given to the United States prevented the 
active intervention of some of the Eu
ropean powers on behalf of Spain, which 
would have precipitated a tremendous 
conflict. It is safe to say that no nation 
will enter upon war in opposition to the 
united sentiment of the rest of civiliza
tion. This, of itself, means much, but 
there are practical considerations which 
enter into the matter. In the first place, 
war costs money, and the influence of 
governments can be easily exerted to ren
der the floating of loans for war purposes 
extremely difficult, if not impossible. 
Secondly, and perhaps principally, do
mestic public «pinion will compel govern
ments to recognize arbitration as afford
ing a solution of most international dif
ficulties. We recall the words of Jean
ette in the old ballad, when she express
ed the wish that those who made the 
quarrels should be the only ones to 
light. We have reached that stage now, 
for, as the people have to do the fight
ing, as they must supply the blood and 
treasure which war demands, so, too, 
their voice controls the rulers, who speak 
the words which lead to war. Let the 
principle of arbitration be recognized, 
and the government which disregards it 
is likely to find itself called upon to set
tle accounts with its own people. Third
ly, we believe there is a disposition among 
public men everywhere to avoid war. 
Formerly, it was the first resort in cases 
of dispute; now it is the last. Formerly 
war was the normal condition of society; 
now it is abnormal. Except in such rare 
cases as may arise when an ambitious 
man, a second Napoleon, may aim at 
overturning existing national condition 
and building up an empire for himself 
statesmen are likely, in the future, to 
regard war as something to be avoided 
whenever it is possible to do so with 
honor. This is one of the results of nine
teenth century civilization and progress. 
A permanent tribunal of arbitration will 
be a powerful agency in the hands of 
enlightened men.

There are reasons why rulers should 
desire to avoid war, which have been 
largely instrumental in bringing about 
the peace conference, and these are those 
which arise from the domestic problems 
now confronting every country in the 
world- The time has come when all 
the wisdom and all the energy of the rul
ing classes everywhere must be directed 
to the problems of a social nature now 
pressing for settlement It is needless to 
specify these, for we are all more or less 
familiar with their nature, 
made no concealment of the fact that he 
was largely influenced in summoning the 
peace conference by the vast domestic 
problems before his government. If these 

not disposed of, Russia will shortly 
become a seething mass of discontent 
What is true of this great empire is true, 
to a greater or less degree, of all others. 
Human society is being stirred to its 
profoundest depths. The leaven of civ
ilization is working as never before, and 
the best that political wisdom can de
vise will fall short of the domestic re
quirements of every nation. This, more 
than anything else, is what is making 
for universal peace. History tells us 
that war cannot be successfully prose
cuted abroad unless mere is content at 
home. Every government rightly fears 
the result upon itself of warlike opera
tions, no matter how they may termi
nate.

She glances over 
them, and expresses her wishes thereon, 
and he removes basket after basket of 
documents for formal answers. The Queen 
can then give attention to her private cor
respondence, which is very great, and cov
ers in an extraordinary way the whole world 
in its interests.

We may grant the

-o-
PASSING COMMENT.

The Queen's Correspondence.
We shall never be fully aware of the 

importance of the Queen’s personal letters 
to other sovereigns and rulers in author
ity. At many a critical juncture in poli
tics a tactful letter from the Queen has 
done more to bridge over difficulties than 
all the speeches of politicians and the 
methods of diplomats. The Queen al
ways has encouraged her ambassadors and 
representatives abroad to communicate with 
her, and some of them send most remark
ably full details of all sorts of social and 
political events which never reach the pub
lic notice in the dally press. The late Sir 
Robert Morler, who was British ambassador 
at St. Petersburg with such advantage to 
his country for so many years, had a special 
gift in the lost art of letter-writing, and 
if his epistles to the Queen have been pre
served, they would afford a fund of delight
ful information of the most intimate char
acter relating to the Russian royal family 
and the national life. The Queen has so 
many links with other courts by relation
ship that fèw things, even of the most 
private nature, of any importance could 
happen In Europe without hgr being appris
ed at once. Latterly her daughters have 
relieved her of the tedious work of replying 
to semi-private letters, and, of course, the 
official letters were never penned by the 
Queen herself.

We do not know which is the more 
pitiable, the efforts of the Vancouver 
Province to be funny or its subserviency 
to Attorney-General Martin.

to dictate to others what price they 
If is is

Referring to the Deadman’s Island 
affair the Kamloops Standard says that 
“Joseph Martin always did have a han
kering for Northern Pacific gold.” The 
Standard has either said too much or too 
little. Just what does it mean?

The Midway Advance renews its de
mand for assistance in the office of the 
mining recorder at that point. Every one 
will be glad to know that the increase of 
business makes such a demand neces
sary and be surprised that it receives 
no attention.

The Times thinks it is necessary to 
remark that the Colonist is “shamelessly 
and brutally aspersing the character of 
Mr. Semiin.” We mention this only in 
order that Colonist readers may know 
the kind of stuff the government organ 
prints.

Afternoon Tea.
If Her Majesty is making one of her 

annual visits abroad, the afternoon drive 
is often varied by a brief pause in some 
retired part of the district, where after 
noon tea can be served by the Scottish 
attendants. It Is a pretty event and one 
that gives the greatest delight to the 
younger members of the party, when the 
kettle and all the appliances for the meal 
are produced, and tea is served in thie 
al fresco manner.

After the return from the drive the 
Queen has another period of rest, in which 
she can prepare for the State dinner party 
which commences about 8:30. 
guests—including, perhaps, the Prime Min
ister, a foreign Prince and Princess, an 
Admiral, a General, one of the Ambassa
dors, and a Duke and Duchess—have 
meanwhile arrived and been escorted t" 
tbeir apartments prior to the time fixed 
for dinner, 
led in the corridor, and at a given signal 
the Queen’s arrival is announced, and she 
passes between the lines of personages 
and enters the dining room, resting her 

•arm lightly on the arm of her Indian at
tendant. ^

The Queen’s Dinner Party.
Some have called the Queen’s dinner 

party a very dull function, and certainly 
It is quiet. There is only a low murmur 
of conversation, and a certain formality 
forbids anything like the freedom of the 
ordinary social gathering. The Queen par
takes of liftle herself, but she Is most hos
pitable with regard to her guests. Often 
there is some special dish, concerning 
which she mentions^some incident, such as 
“This was sent to-iSiy from my grandson, 
the German Emperort and is much liked in 
Germany,” or “This is from Osborne.” At 
Christmas time many of the Queen's rela
tives send her special delicacies of which 
they know she is fond, and these grace th* 

Christmas festivities at 
court. Everything, needless to say, at tin 
Queen's dinner parties is of the very best, 
and is served in fine style.

Rather a Quiet Function.

so no

Xany corn-

important

men
Work Before Luncheon.

The course of each day’s movements Is 
usually settled before noon, and all the 
arrangements for the reception of guests, 
the despatch of congratulatory or consola
tory telegrams, the future plans for visits 
to be paid of received, have been made 
with the utmost regard for the Queen's 
comfort. Perhaps the Cabinet Minister in 
attendance has an interview, brief and to 
the point with the Queen before she goes 
out for her morning drive. A substantial 
luncheon is served between one and two 
o’clock, and this is the Queen’s chief meal 
of the day now. She has always preferred 
plain meals, and has no liking for fancy 
dishes or entrees. As a rule at luncheon 
there are fowls, boiled and roast, and very 
often mutton, for which the Queen has 
a particular liking.
Majesty used to take a light French wine, 
but we believe this has now been given 
up in favor of a very little whiskey and 
water.

Fondness for Outdoor Exercise.

The B. C. Workman asks the Colonist 
who should govern this country. The 
answer is so easy that we wonder the 
Workman did not think of it. The peo
ple should govern this country, not a few 
rattle-brained agitators—just the plain 
every-day people.

The Vernon News thinks that although 
the redistribution bill makes no change 
in Yale-Cariboo, the voters of that dis
trict will make out at the next election. 
By the way, none of the Interior papers 
seem to regard the failure of the World’s 
anti-Victoria campaign with any great 
degree of regret.

The Mail and Empire advances the 
very just proposition that frequent 
changes in the arrangements of consti
tuencies are bad. This is an argument 
against interfering with British Colum
bia at the present time, 
were made in this province to-day, an
other would have to be made in three 
years.

The Vancouver World thinks the Eng
lish papers might take up Admiral Pal
mer's conduct and discuss it with ad
vantage. The Province thinks that the 
suggestion that his action resulted in 
financial loss to Victoria is calculated to 
excuse it. The Province is consistent in 
one thing only, namely, its hatred of 
Victoria.

The News-Advertiser is glad that the 
redistribution bill does not touch this 
province. It says that what is wanted is 
not the reduction of the representation 
of Vancouver Island, but better 
sentation for the Mainland, 
very glad to see our Vancouver contem
porary in this position, which is the only 
correct one to take in this connection.

The Economist of Nelson thinks that 
\ ictoria is “the most perfect specimen of 
a rat-pit on this continent.” This is apro
pos of the withdrawal of the E. & N. 
ferry proposition. The Economist is 
needlessly severe. Victorians are taking 
a holiday just now. They will settle 
down to business again shortly, and take 
up the ferry matter. Whether they will 
get a renewal of the offer that has been 
withdrawn we do not know. It 
very favorable offer, so far as the city 
was concerned.

sup-
The guests are all marshal*

i

no execu-

For some years Her
I

con-
man. After luncheon Her Majesty has a period 

of rest, and perfect quiet is kept in the 
neighborhood of her apartments. The little 
Battenbergs are relegated to the nursery 
and for about an hour all is silent. Then 
the carriage is ordered and the Queen is 
accompanied by usually Princess Beatrice 
and one of the ladies-in-attendance, for a 
drive of at least two hours. It says much 
for the hearty constitution of the Queen 
that, despite her advanced age, she can re
main in the open air till 5:30 or later, even 
in the chill atmosphere which is common 
to the Highlands at that period of the day. 
Some of her ladies-in-attendance perfectly 
dread the residence at Balmoral, because 
of their liability to catch bad colds. It is 
an understood thing that no member of 
the Queen’s suite presents himself or her
self to Her Majesty’s presence when there 
is any trace of a cold or cough, for the 
very proper reason of preserving the Queen 
from contagion.

The way in which the Queen spends her 
day varies according to the place in which 
she is living. There Is more formality 
about her life at Windsor, for instance, 
than at Osborne. She has had in recent 
years a great deal of pleasure in develop
ing the latter estate, and by a friendly 
arrangement with the district authorities 
has considerably added to the privacy of 
the large grounds surrAnding her great 
white mansion, which was built under the 
careful supervision of the late Prince Con
sort. Her Majesty can now drive for 
about eight miles within her own grounds, 
and this is a boon which she greatly ap
preciates. “Jocko” drives his royal mis
tress slowly down the avenues, which are 
planted with beautiful trees, and perhaps 
the daughter of Princess Christian, who is 
a particular favorite with the Queen, walks 
by the side of the pony carriage. When 
Her Majesty leaves Osborne House for a 
drive, she goes, of course, in more stately 
fashion. Then the postillions gallop in front 
of her on fine horses, and the royal car
riage has passed you on the country road 
almost before you are aware of its chief 
occupant.

if: r :
table during the-o-

THE ALASKAN BOUNDARY.
I: If a changeThe Financial News Supplement of 

May 2nd contains some interesting sta
tistics relating to gold mining in West 
Australia. The output of gold began in 
1891. or at least, that is the first

There seems to be an immense amount 
of ignorance in high places regarding the 
Alaskan boundary. Everything of a 
sensational character that has recently 
appeared in print seems to be based upon 
the idea that under no circumstances 
can there be any doubt as to the owner
ship of the head of Lynn Canal under 
the treaty of 1825, but that it must of 
necessity belong to the United States. 
As the matter appears to us, the owner
ship of Lynn Canal involves the whole 
issue. Canada is surely not squabbling 
about the ownership of a lot of moun
tain peaks. As we have understood the 
matter—and we claim to have given at 
least as much attention to it as the 
hysterical correspondents of the London 
and New York newspapers — the 
Canadian claim is that the treaty, inter
preted by the law of nations, gives us 
the heads of certain of the inlets at 
least, and probably a portion of the 
archipelago. If this contention cannot 
be sustained before an arbitration trib 
unal, Canadians ought to have nothing 
more to say about it. We have suffi
cient faith in the justice of the Canadian 
claim to be content to have it submitted 
to a board of. arbitrators without any 
conditions whatever, and we are glad to 
learn that it is not true, as alleged, that 
the Canadian government is insisting on 
the cession of a port as a condition pre
cedent to arbitration. To do so would, 
we think, be a mistake, and would 
weaken the legal strength of the Cana
dian claim.

It is noteworthy that though the wim - 
are of a remarkable quality, the genera 
trend of the people’s habits has led to qui 
a large number of the Queen's gue-s 
drinking only mineral waters. In or.' 
case, where a highly-placed lady rallied 
gentleman on not drinking the Queen - 
health in wine, Her Majesty said instantly: 
"There is no compulsion at my table.”

Only a very few of the guests have any 
thing like conversation with the Queer 
during the meal, and then, of course, only 
in response to a direct question from Her 
Majesty, as it is not etiquette to begin a 
conversation with Royalty. One or twe 
men whose wit is famous, sometimes amus< 
the Queen with stories, and as her sens.- 
of humor is very keen, they always meet 
with great appreciation. As a rule, how
ever, thp dinner party is more interesting 
from the fact that it is presided over by 
Queen Victoria than from anything else. 
A well known bishop confessed that "hr 
never crumbled his bread except when din
ing with the Queen,” and many others 
could confess to similar feelings of ner
vousness.

;
r4 That resolution says that efforts 

to promote commerce between Canada 
and Great Britain

year
mentioned in the statistics, when there 
was produced 30,311 ounces. Progress 
has been

I
are worthy of sup

port; that all projects which will lead to 
the opening of the Northwest and the 
supply of the British market from Cana
dian sources will have great Imperial in
terest, and that a project like this, which 
will shorten the water route to the in
terior of Canada by 1,000 miles, is de
serving of the support of the Imperial 
and Canadian governments.

steady and the figures are 
worth studying. We find that in 1892, 
the product of the previous 
nearly doubled, the output having been 
59,548 ounces. The following year saw 
this more than doubled, the figures for
1893 having been 110,891
1894 the figures were 207,131 ounces. 
During the next two years the advance 
was slower, the amounts for 1895 and 
1896 respectively having been 231,512 
and 281,263 ounces respectively. Then 
came a great leap, 1897 being down for 
674,993 ounces. Greater still was the 
advance in 1898 when the amount of 
1,050,179 ounces, or over $20,000,000 
worth of the precious metal wâs pro
duced. The present year opens with 
even greater promise, the first three 
months showing a production of 316,753 
ounces. If the increase is maintained at 
the same rate as during 1897 and 1898 the 
year will show fully 1,500,000 ounces or 
$30,000,000 worth.

West Australia is everything else than 
a country which any one would choose 
as a residence, 
the mining section in the interior. The 
climate is objectionable. Water is 
ceedingly scarce, it being necessary to 
pump it for a very long distance. Ar
tesian wells have been sunk, but the 
water from them is not fit for use unless 
it has been distilled. There has been a 
great amount of sickness in the mining 
regions and the death roll has been, and 
continues to be very large. Contrasted 
with British Columbia the country is an 
inhospitable desert.

year was

If

ounces. In

This is not real first-class weather that 
we are having, but it is ever so much 
better than life-destroying tornadoes, 
such as the states of the Middle West 
are experiencing.

?!
repre-

We are

\ The Czar
. The refusal of the British Home Sec

retary to recommend the pardon of Mrs. 
Maybrick may be taken as closing a 
much exploited case. It is to be assumed 
that there is good ground for the refusal, 
or it would not have occurred, after such 
au effort as has been put forward.

Music in the Evening.
After the Queen and ladies have retired

Her MaI coffee is served, and occasionally 
jesty return for a few minutes’ conversa
tion with each of her guests, 
where a theatrical performance or 
cert follows the dinner, it is customary 
for the Queen to enter the hall about ten 
o’clock. If a favored singer like Madame 
Albani or Mr. Ben Davies is commanded 
to appear before the Queen,# the music is 
usually held in the drawing room, and Her 
Majesty is always a most appreciative lis
tener. I recollect hearing that when Mr. 
William Nicholl sang before the Queen 
she was so delighted with his rendering of 
a Scottish ballad that he had to repeat it 
twice. Her Majesty is very fond of good 
pianoforte playing, and was In her young
er years an expert performer, as Mendel
ssohn has testified, 
when Jenny Lind was singing before her 
the accompaniment was so obviously badly 
played that the Queen herself rose and 
said: “I will accompany Miss Lind’s other 
songs.”

Shortly after eleven the Queen retires to 
rest, after a well occupied day, such as 
few women of her age have lived.

: In cases 
a coni' i

' ! are

: . <y
The Idaho State Union, the organ of 

the Miners’ Union of that state, admits 
categorically that the Bunker Hill mine 
was destroyed by union miners, but it 
says it is inclined to believe that the 
unions did not order the destruction. If 
the Union cannot speak more definitely 
than this upon a subject of which it 
ought to have knowledge, we fear the 
public will conclude that thè

We refer of course to

ex- An Unexpected Visit From the Queen.
A lady once told me an amusing inci

dent in connection with an unexpected 
She had neverThe Wellington Enterprise thinks -.hat 

the people of Victoria have acted like 
lot of children in the railway ferry mat
ter. In one respect the criticism is not 
inapt, because like children sometimes, 
the people of Victoria, do not know 
just what they want in this respect. But 
when the Enterprise says there has been 
wrangling among rival 
goes further than the facts warrant. The 
discussion did not reach a point when 
wrangling was possible. Thus far all 
we have had has been a lot of desultory 
talk about a number of things, all of 
which would be very good, if we could 
afford to have then. The interest has 
not been keen enough to lead to wrang-

vlsit from the Queen, 
been presented at Court, and was not in 
that rank of life in which there Is persona] 
acquaintance with royalty, so that she was 
all the more surprised one afternoon, when, 
from her bedroom window, she espied the 
Queen’s carriage stopping at her gate. 
Rushing downstairs, she was just in time 
to hear the nervous maidservants talking 
to the late John Brown. He came forward 
on seeing the mistress of the house, and 
asked her If she would come out and tell 
the Queen where a certain sick man was 
lying 111, whom the Queen desired to visit. 
Collecting herself, my friend went with 
tremulous anxiety down the little garden 
path, and had the honor of quite a long 
chat with the Queen, who was accom
panied -by Princess Beatrice. It was char
acteristic of Her Majesty that she apolo
gized for troubling my friend for informa
tion, and, seeing her nervousness, she 
strove to allay It by chatting most gra-

It is said that once
THE GEORGIAN BAY CANAL.

__ organiza
tions are gtillty of the crime laid to their 
charge.The Liverpool Journal of Commerce 

of April 26th contains an interesting re
port of a meeting of the Chamber of 
Commerce in aid of the Georgian Bay 
canal and a leading editorial on the sub
ject The history of this greit preject 
and its value from a commercial stand
point are so well set out in the latter that 
we quote it in full:

-o
There is naturally a great deal of 

anxiety in regard to the prospects of a 
flood in the Fraser, but the continued 
cool weather renders the danger less day 
by day. The river is at a good height 
now and a large quantity of water is 
running away, so that when warmer 
temperature comes most of the snow will 
be gone. Unless the change is sudden 
and comes within a short time, we would 
think the Fraser valley safe 
present year.

soit we may believe the special telegrams 
to the New York papers, the Americans 
are slowly but surely capturing London. 
But it is just as well to remember that 
these despatches are prepared specially 
for the American palate, and that there 
are several other people in the metropolis 
besides the Bradley-Martins and the Jer
ome girls.

Whether our mines are likely to be 
more of less profitable than those of 
West Australia is uncertain, but that the 
opportunities for the investment of capi- 
tal here are as good as there cannot be The transportation problem is very 
denied. We mean, of course, the natural much to the fore at the present time, and 
opportunities. Yet what have we to one particular phase of it .which is be-
friand ^ ^

red and ninety-seven workmg mines of era part of Canada, and, incidentally. Of

promoters, it A stroke of lightning burned the rim 
from the hat of Lyman Newkirk of 
Worcester, O., tore off his coat and shirt, 
and took a strip of flesh and skin from 
his back, but failed to injure him fatally.

Vienna correspondence of the London 
financial press reports that new under
takings in Hungary during 1898 involv
ed capital of 15,218,980 florins, against 
a minimum for the decade of 8,356,900 in 
1897 and a maximum of 28,879,000 in 
1895.
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For a second time 
“preliminary investigad 
the Sorby scheme for tl 
Victoria harbor” decid 
Mr. Sorby shall go to 
delay to explain his prj 
the benefit of the minis 
he can toward interest 
steps as may be takej 
pUshment. At the sad 
committee of investiga 
record their desire to 
$10,000 appropriated 1 
provement works in Vi 
unexpended) devoted t| 
chart""* in connection 
and other preliminaries 
of the scheme.

This latter point of 
consequence of the di 
preliminary inquiries i| 
ing features of the st-he 
more expensive than ha 
ed It is earnestly hod 
ernment will assume a 
expense, and as Mr. TJ 
out yesterday, that an 
$10,000 was last year 
the hope has a substanl

The resolution in com] 
duced at yesterday’s me 
eral committee by Mr 
after that gentleman ] 
verbal report of the bu 
by the engineering sul 
morning session. Mr. 
instructed under the ge1 
authorization of May 11 
proceed with the work 
harbor, at distances of -i 
ferent designated sectij 
accordance with the insi 
by the sub committee, 
velopments presented tj 
ther or more formal rep 
sary—the sub-committe 
proceed with the work e 
and complete it as far «

Parenthetically Mr. 1 
that a disappointment 1 
tered with regard to tl 
tus which it had been 
borrowed from the p 
ment, thereby greatly i 
of the work. The plai 
being made for it, was 
tered over all parts of 
it was difficult to see at 
work in hand could 
out the borrowing of 
however, as any diffied 
tered, the sub-committ 
and seek further instru> 
port might well be de 
Gore had got to work 
rived in the city.

With reference to 
work, it was certain tha 
cial success of the s< 
largely upon the accnrai 
estimate on the rock qt 
of the first things Hon. 
ask for (advised by hi: 
would therefore be line 
port of these borings, 
could not see why the 
not be called upon to be 
preliminary expense, ai 
moved with Capt. J. G. 
that “this preli minai
committee of the Sorby 
improvement of the 
urge upon the Domin 
through our représenta 
the desirability of mal 
which may he necessai 
resident engineer or othi 
proper calculations, hi 
data, of the cost of the 
said scheme, and that 
work of boring and o 
involved be charged to 
made by the Dominion 
the improvement of Vi

There was no opposii 
lution, copies of which 
be sent to Messrs. Prior 
Maxwell, Bostock am 
members of the House ( 
British Columbia, to S 
per, and to Senators 1 
donald and Reid.

Then the question of 
by to Ottawa was a 
Mayor Redfern expiait 
stances in connection x 
ing of the decision: * I 
man, it would be remem 
that legislation could nc 
year in connection with 
he had then been ask 
whether a deputation i 
1 or in could secure an o] 
the proposals before th 
this Senator Templemai

“Sir Louis Davies say 
have interview either w 
himself or other minis 
ment at any time aft 
Consult your own conv

Even this did not seen 
tinct and definite to E 
Mayor, so after consul 
G. H. Burns, he had re]

“If city sends Mr. S 
now can ministers givi 
time to lay scheme fnj 
and explain all details?'

And tq this the ansxvi 
Templeman was:

“Certainly Sorby will 
cessary. Ho may hax o 1 
to get ministers dispnga 
no doubt he will be ful

This seemed snfficicn 
and he favored sending 
capital without furthe 
course was approved, tr 
Gregor, Brydon and Ha; 
Holland and Mr. Burr 
whom pointed^ out that 
could not be* looked f 
would he well to have 
derstood by the govern 
loss of time need occur

Aid. Brydon finally 
Sorby go to Ottawa t( 
before the government, 
be placed at his dispos?

Upon this another p 
arose, initiated bv Mi 
xvhat should be allowe 
mate of expenses, the 1 
resolution eventunly hi 
read:

“And that his expensi 
committee up to $500.” .

This was being put 
the original motion wl 
oasnslly inquired :

“Who moves that res<
“It was standing in 

pi id the clerk.
“Well, I do not ace
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