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CHAPTER L ,.2
“The Gray Wolf™” Lays His' Plans;
Louie Vogel, gunman, thug, and
leader of criminals, sat in_the pgck
room of.*8ilver Dandy’ft ﬂw,l‘ri

frowned' perplexedly ‘at he"glass]

whiskey before” him. S e T
For Half an hour he had béen there,
the liquor*béfore' hint' witasted, ‘mueh
to the surprise of the white-aproned
bartender who popped ‘his head inside
the door every.few minutes to_gee if
the glass needed replenishing. For
Vogel was accustomed to tossing off
the fiery draught at a gulp and imme-
diately requiring another, Moreover,

he was not the kind to relish being h

kept waiting when in his cups. There
were times, though, when he ordered
whiskey and did not touch it.: Those
who were intimate with him knew
that at such times Vogel—“Big
Louje” the police called him—was
busy with his thoughts and in no
mood to be-disturbed.

Perhaps it meant that plans were

being made for a new and daring raid
upon the pocketbooks of those. who
would not miss - then; perhaps he
schemed a ‘'way out when the net of
the law seemed to be drawing close
about him. . Certainly it never quite
had enmeshed him. For “Big Louie”
played in what his cronies called
“horseshoe luck,” although he knew
it was merely the reward of unceas-
ing calculation and everlasting vigi-
lance, .
His face adorned the rogues’ gal-
lery of police headquarters in ‘many
and varied poses, in violation of the
law which prohibits the “mugging”
of a man before he has been convicted
of a erime. He krew the county jail
and & dozen police stations from the
inside as a result of frequent deten~
tions therein, but he had yet to do
his “bit” behind the bars, and the
detectives. who had camped on his
trail for years and were morally cer-
tain they had him dead to rights a
dozen tlmes, had almost begun to
desggir of ever sending him “over the
road.”

Still they patiently bided . their
time, waiting for one of two things
to happen. it is an axiom in police
circles that no matter how clever a
criminal may be, the day .will come
when he will blunder, when he will
grow careless and overlook some little
trifle that will loom like & mountain
of accusation to those who seek %o
lay him by the heels. Also a veteran
and ' expert French :thief-catcher had
onceé cryptically said, “Cherchez la
femme,” which translated into the
jargon of the underworld is, “Look
for his skirt.”

“Big Louie” knew these axioms as
well as did the police. -
<verlooked trifles in the past they had
teen so small that his pursuers had
overlooked them, too, and had begun
to despair of ever catching him when
he did blunder. Of late tﬁey had be-
gun to hope that the second saying
might prove the right lead. For
Vogel, violating all precdents of
crookdem, heretofore had fought shy
of all women, but for several weeks
now he appeared to be wavering in
the = direction of Stella Lathrop,
couiitry-born and a puzzle to the po-

. lice because of the suddenness and
ease with which she appeared to have
become one of the intimates of Vogel’s
satellites.

It was not of Stelia, however, that
Vogel was thinking now. She knew
nothing incriminating against him.
But he had been meditating on the
fact that some day his luck would
turn, that he was long past due to
make that one and fatal slip which
would end his seeming immunity. Still
the knowledge that it was bound te
come some time did not serve to make
him the least bit timid. He would
play the game safely as long as he
could and, when the time came to
pay, he would take his medicine as it
was dealt him without squealing.
However, he had no intention of
hastening that day by carelessness.
That was why the whisky before him
was untouched. .

Earlier in the day word had reath-
ed him through one of the multitudin-
ous methods of communication known
to his kind that there was big game
in sight, and his for the taking. The
reward was large for the one who
agreed to a certain ‘“job,” 23 yet un-
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lessness, It/ was  not something. to
appeal to a- weakhing, '~ —ieeSemuigs
=< $L told this here_ bird. that I.could
’;l,t‘ him in touch w’gh? ﬁg‘ ‘vefy man

*him if he, was  willing to pay,” |
flattered *“Silver Danny,” when Vo el,f
nosing ‘around on the scent of - e
man who was back ct the iay, finally,
entered the ' salopn. “Nl:a, I dide’t
mention  yer name to him,” as “Big:
Lotie” displayed signs of anger. ¢
tells him I would see the party I had
In mind, meaning you, and if it was
agreeable I would have him here at'
seven bells to-night. At that time
e'll come in. If it’s 0. K. I gives him '
the. office to hunt you up-in-the back
room. If not, I tips him the ‘nethin’
doin’ * sign and he beats it. “It’s up
to you.”
. ‘How do you know
plant?” asked Vogel.

“1 d‘on’t, but this" bird looks right
to me,” “Sjlyer Danny” went on. He

it ain't a

dollar bill tendered. by ‘the stranger
had aldgd_ him greatly in reaching
t!lat decision. - “You know me, Louie,
I've always played on the square with
all the boys and Pm not handing out
any bum steer. I think it's safe.”
Vogel nodded. “I'll be here when
seven o'clock comes.” The interview
ad taken place in the back room
where Vogel now sat. “I'll pipe him
off when steps into the barroom:
If he looks like you say, he'll find
me 8ittin® right here. I not,, I'll be
gone b{ the time he gets the office.”
Vogel was not merely killing time
against the stranger’s arrival. e was
paving. the wyg for washing his hands
of the affsir if he became suspicious

| was and the
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If he had|sho

of the other man when he saw. him.
He:wo_uld fiot ‘enter’into any’ dealings
with him until he knew what the game
s size of the stake for
which he would play. If it were worth
whilé, and 'the stranger ‘did not say
or do something that .savored of a
police trap, Vogel would talk business
with him. One :suspicious move, how-
ever, and no amount of money would
tempt “Big Louije,”
rough a crack in the door he
watched the stranger’s arrival ‘on the
dot of seven o’clock. He saw, also,
the. almost .im rceptible - nod with
which “Silver Danny” indicated the
back room, and. he studied his pros-
pective employer in detail as the later
crossed ‘the barroom to the ‘door of
the baclg room. When the stranger

!xshed'lt open :Vogel  was again in
his chair, back against the wall, fac-
ing the doorway coolly. Beneath the
table, however, one hand caressed the
butt of a revolver. Characteristicall 4
too, it was the left hand. Vogel could
ot with either one and he pre-
ferred the right, the one which usual-
ly is kept ready for action, to be con-
spicuously in sight on the table. It
served to disarm suspicion.

He saw a tall, smoothly shaven man
with eurly black hair and deep, dark
eyes that glowed in their sockets.
They were cruel eyes, too, and the
nose and mouth were those of a bird
of prey. The hands were white and
well-fkegt. the fingers long and sinewy
—the fingers of a strangler. Thus
far his scrutiny had satisfied Vogel.
Remained one other point to be taken
into consideratlon—tm feet of the
stranger. With relief the thug saw
that they were long and narrow. It
seems that the feet of those who play
at hare-and-hounds in the underworld

i who has no time for .drinks when he

| satisfied with the looks of this man

invariably are one of two kinds, and
a policeman can disguise everything
about him but his big, broad feet.

“He’s no bull,” Vogel decided, Hia!
hand came away from the weapon in
his lap and. he motioned to the chair
opposite.

The stranger, too, had been taking
stock. Now he spoke for the first
time.

“What's yours?” he asked and
started to press the button in the
wall at his side. Vogel noticed that
he sgoke from the corner of his
mouth and without moving his lips.
It is a trick learned mostly - behind
prison walls, where conversation is
under the ban but still is carried on
at will.,

“I'm not drinkin’ to-night.” Vogel
pointed at the glass of whigkey be-
fore him. “I never drink when thare’s
business on.”

“’l‘hgt's good.” The stranger rub-
bed his hands together in approba-
tion. “That’s good. I prefer a man

has other fish to ey

“Oatchin’ comes before fryin’,” re-
plied Vogel. “I haven't seen no fish
around here.” Plainly he wanted the
other to make the first plunge into
whatever matters he had in mind to
discuss. Evidently the stranger was

he had come {o meet ang he quickly
tool the lead. 2
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“Go on,”.prdered Vogel briefly. .
¢ e, thowsand daties e e 1 of

money for a smaﬂ'idb'like this.” Tt
1l is not the ability to .de it
i || For7such large pay. Tha
s)-Arcanged

that . calls
. could, be
for a few htnd ;?Phe'i'élﬁ

ter it is done. Of course you can-

solute fear- cnot be. expected to accept  Wwithout

knowing what. it is.” - He ed over
until-his face.almost touched .
the gunman, his voice drop
whisper: “I want 'a ‘'man’ kidnap|
he concluded.

and held out his hand for the money.
The stranger vounted ont ten crisp,
new one hundred  dollar bills’ an

et. 64 ‘ vy
“Who’s your man?” he asked.
This time he was forced to put his

Vogl:l stowed them away in his watch|.
poc! 7

Imost inst the lips of the
{ear almost again pThen {e-

other to hear the reply. 4
started to his feet, his head shaking,
his face frowning, his hand straying
toward the watch pocket, ready to
retrieve the money and return_it.”

“I'd sooner tackle the . devil,” he
said briefly, but his fingers paused in
the act of fingering the bills. “

“You have taken my money,” point-
ed out the other, noticing the signs
of wavering. “That, as I understand
it, is pbinding in all contracts.” s

Vogel’s hand came away from his
pocket and reached out-to grasp the
whisky glass. . But he. merely toyed
with it for a moment. *

“All right,” he sgreed. “What do
you want done with him?”

For half an hour the stranger talk-
ed in tones inaudible five feet away,
Vogel listening intently and interrupt-
ing only to ask a question now and

en. Then, as the other concluded,
he nodded. 5

“Saturday mnight, then,” he  said.
“But God help us both if that old dewvil
ever has a chance to get even.”

The stranger rose and started- for
the door. But he stopped for a mo-
ment, long enough to draw & ‘card
from a vest pocket and toss ‘it upen
the table. . y

“Felephone to that number _when
the job is done,” he said. “It will not
be necessary to go into details, Simp-
ly say ‘O. K’ and the person: w|
takes the message ' will nnders@and.

He made not a sound as he disap-
peared into ' the barroom, edged
aroynd . the . table and chairs in - his
way and softly passed through the
outer door into ‘the street.

Across the street Ralph Charlton,
agent of the Department of Justice,
hesitated but a moment in his stride
as he saw the stranger's figure out-
lined against the bright lights of ‘the
saloon’s interior, but he crossed the
street 4t an_angle and when the
stranger, without so much as a glance
behind him, ‘strode 'swiftly away,
Charlton swung intp step a few yards
behind him. .

“The Gray Wolf, €h?” he '®aid,
softly to himself. “Now, I wonder
what the dickens he’s doing in this
neighborhood? Guess YIl' just trait
along and see.” g

But he had his pains and a long
walk to boot for nothing, for the man
whom he had dubbed “The Gray
Wolf” merely walked rapidly for a
couple of miles to a neighborhood of
middle-class boarding houses and dis-
appeared behind the portals of a
weatherbeaten stone house. Whereat
Charlton snorted in disgust and went
in search of his delayed supper, for
the house was well known to the De-
partment of Justice as the boarding
place of Otto Lebrune, alias “The
Gray Wolf,” a man with ready money,
but no visible means of obtaining it,
suspected of a great many things
which were interesting to the Govern-
ment, but who, so far, never had
been connected with any of them.

“He reminds me of an old gray
wolf I tried to trap for ten years
back on the farm,” a veteran Federal
agent had said once. “He's right
under your nose all the time, but the
minute you think you’ve got him he’s
disappeared, only to bob up serenely
some other place another day.”

80 “The Gray Wolf” Lebrune had
become to the agents, and “The Gray
Wolf” he remained.

(Continued in next issue.)
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Dye Old Skirts, Dresses, Waists,
Coats, Stockings, Draperies,
Everything. b
Each pacgage of “Diamond Dyes”
‘contains easy directions for dyeing
any article of wool, silk, cotton, linen,
or mixed goods. Bsware! Poor dye
etreaks, spots, fades and ruins ma-
terial by giving it a ‘dyed-look.” Buy
“Diamond Dyes” only. Druggist has
Color Card.
SIS N
When you drop a match in the
woods or leave your camp-fire, be sure
it is dead out. Care with fire in the
woods ghould be ‘a first principle ‘with
all Canadians.
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When the Boy Grows Tall.

There comes a time in the life of
most boys when the interests of his
earlier childhood no longer appeal to
him and-he looks longingly forward,
in his mind at least, to the day when
he shall be & man in very truth. This
is & critical time ‘for the youth -and
for the home folks as well.

The boy is no longer satisfied with
his childish amusements, and, urged
on by a certain amount of curiosity
and a desire for adventurs, is liable
to be led into paths not wise for him
to walk. His judgment is immature
and his experience lacking. The ones
who have watched him from baby-
hobd scarcely realize that he is grow-
ing up, and they are & bit hurt when
he 'begins to show independence of
desire and a ‘marked disinclination to
accept  their judgment unquestioned
any longér, )

He is no longer a biddable child;
but half child and half-awkward older
boy. He will confuse those: who Jhave
charge of him many times by his
extreme sensitiveness on the one hand
and his stubbornness on the other. He
must be held at this time by a keen
sympathy and  understanding which
knows when to let him alone, when
to insist on obedience and when to
encourage the right kind of compan-
ionship. The one who is much.in the
company. of the boy when. he is grow-
ing tall must try to get the boy’s
viewpoint.

It is in the unity of a common in-
terest that the boy can be held. Find
something in which he is vitally inter-
ested and be really interested in the
same thing too. Never mind if the
living-roont carpet is faded and bar-
gains are shrieking unheeded to. be
embraced. Carpets and bargains will
mean little to the aching heart of
father or mother if the boy goes
wrong. Study with him, experiment
with him and love hinr for his very
boyish crudities.

Remember #hat in this evolationary
stage from boyhood to manhood the
outspoken, harsh phrase may’ itself
be the result of extra effort to hide
little-understood emotion. Be patient,
not expecting that the boy is going to
merge into a reasenable, mature adult
overnight. Beware of the jealousy
which forces many a boy into-himself
because the folks at home take a
harmless friendshiy with some girl
companion as & serious affair.

Go back into the storeroom of your
own youthful memories and be diplo-
matic when it is necessary to exercise
firmness. Perhaps the very man whom
you are hoping and praying that your
boy will be like in the main was much
the same as he is at the same age.
Give him the highest ideals through
association with the best of compan-
ions, and especially ‘with those who
are older and worthy, whom he can
and does admire. ‘It is essentially the
time when the boy craves masculine
camaraderie which is more experienc-
ed than he is. It is the time when he
ean be drawn into team work of the
right kind, and so organizations
properly directed are much safer than
the street-corner gang.

Let him see and know that you
expelt the best of him at all times and

“the nobility that in him lies will ‘rise
to meet. the clarien call.”

ding be the
ich, will'_ guide
straining forward to meet he knows
not what. New powers are.stirring
within him which he has not master-
ed. His body has nbt kept pace with
his development in other- ways and
he 'is awkward and conscious of it.
Before very long natural potvers will

be co-ordinated, and one will look back
surprised that the time seemed fong.

The Backyard Ship.
The Backyard Ship has goodly masts;
It doubtless is a clipper, ;
And every week it braves the blasts
With Mandy Jane for skipper.,

With churning suds upon its trail 12
"Tis always booked for Monday;
It spreads much canvas to the gale,

Enough to drive to_Fundy.

Yet while it starts its countless trips

They are hard-deys for him...He is! -

of : the ¢’ament and stick it on the

tear. This will prevent ravelling o¢

the
B

A may ‘be ‘folded

{any desired thickness and used as &
padding inside a quilt—Mrs. W. B. S, :

To prévent raisins, currants or cit-

-cake,-warny. them well.in.the oven he-
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o~ Kirst Movie. -

The litle Princgss Juliana; only
child of Queen: Willielmina and Prince
Consort Henry,- who may one day suc-
ceed to the throne of the Netherlands,
has jJust been Permitted to see her
first motion picture show, says g des-
pateh | froth thé Hague, | She 1s 11
years old and 18 being reared in the
sheltered fashion characteristic of the
home life-of Queen .Wilhelmina. The
littls Princess, however, is being train-
ed in musi¢ and other arts as well as
in the duties of a housekesper. Her
first .motion' pictiurs show 'was of the
educational type, a South Pole picture.

Queén Wilhelmina rarely appears at
fetes, public receptions or patriotia
celebrations.. In fact, she is_seldom
seén in publi¢ except wheh walking
through the woods or driving in one
of her carriages or automobiles. She
prefers dignity to display, and her re-

As every boat should hanker, .{
More prudent than the other ships,
It never weighs its anchor.

Hints to Housekeepers.

An easy way of breaking erackers
or nut meats is to put them In an
empty salt or sugar bag and run the
rolling pin over them several times.—

L. M T.
i'tlf children object to the “scratchi-
ness” of woolen underwear try iron-

ing the garments on the wrong side
with & moderately hot iron while they
are slightly damp.—L. M. T. I

To make my own vinegar, I save
"apple parings and place them in al
three or four-gallon stone jar, cover
‘with water, add enough sugar to
sweeten slightly and place the jar be-
hind the range. After it has stood for
two or three weeks, I pour a little
syrup over strips of brown wrapping |
paper and drop these into the vinegar
to form a “mother.” Two or three
weeks' later the vinegar will he ready
to drain off and se.—Mrs. C. C.

ged while visiting or travelling, make
immediate repairs before more serigus
damage is done. Take a piece of court

If a cloth garment is torn or shag- |-

plaster as nearly as possible the color

sidences could hardly be called pal-
aces. i
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WHY LOOK OLD?
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So m’any
daily uses

finds them' unprepared.

A- it is served in some form at every meai, and
keepsindefinitely, many thrifty housewivesorder
several cans of Crown Brand at a time. Thus
they always have-a supply on hand. How
pleased they are to find that no
calling for cooking, baking or candy-making

THE CANADA STARCH CO., LIMITED, MONTREAL

Crown Brand Syrup

" Che Great Sweetener" gl

emergency

It is economical.
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