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That the Price of Labour is much the fame of late
as it had been fome time; and he did not think the
Number of Hat-makers had greatly increafed: That
there were indeed a greater Number at Manchefter
than ufual; but that they are gone from other Places
to fix there,

Mr. $ohn Butler, Clerk of the Hatters Company,
faid, He had been Clerk of the Company Seven Years:
That the Jurifdi¢tion of the Company reached Ten

Miles round London 3 and within thefe LLimits none but.

a free Hatter can work, if the Company pleafe: That
no Hatter, though free, can have above Two Ap-
prentices at a time; and he has known Perfons profe-
cuted for working within the Limits of the Company’s
Jurifdi&tion ; and upon that they have been convicted;
and that no Perfon, not being a Freeman, can work as
a Journeyman, even with a free Hatter: yet, he faid,
That, though this is the Law, it is fometimes winked
at: That one Dyffield was profecuted, and convicted,
for working within the Company’s Jurifdiction; and
faid, He believed, if the Company were informed of
any Perfon working within the faid Limits, they would
order him to be profecuted: That he fpoke in relation
to the Mafter Hatters, and not to the Journeymen,
though there is a Penalty on both: The Penalty on the
Journeyman being 20 5. a Month, and on the Mafter
who employs him 5/ a Month,

Mr. Eftcutt, being afked, if it would not be of Be-
nefit to the Trade, if the Penalty was taken off ? he
faid, he believed it would; but he did not think the
Freemen defired to have it taken off: That, at prefent,
he himfelf employs Six Foreigners to One Freeman;
and that, in general, more Foreigners than Freemen
are employed; and he does not hear of any Profecu-
tions likely to iffue on that Account.

. Then the Agent for the Petitioners obferved to your
Committee.

That, by the Accounts laid before your Committee,

from the Commiffioners of the Cuftoms, it appeared, °

That from Chriffimas 1729. to Chriftmas 1739. there
were annually imported, upona Medium, 86,063 Skins.

And that the annual Exportation, in that time, was
32,294 Skins:

So that there remained in the Market, for the Ufe
of the Manufaurers, annually on a Medium, during
thefe Ten Years, 35,769 Skins.

And from Chrifimas 1739. to Chriftimas 1749. the
annual Importation, upon a Medium, was 63,510 Skins:

And the annual Exportation, on a Medium, was
34,441 Skins : «

So that there remained in the Market, for the Ma-
nufatturers annually, for thefe laft Ten Years, upon
a Medium, only 29,069 Skins. .

The Difference between the Quantity at Market,
during the firft Ten Years, and the laft Ten Years, is
annually, upon a Medium, 24,700 Skins.

The Importation in the Year 1750. was 62,043
Skins, and the Exportation 35,3935 fo that there only
remained for the Ufe of the Manufatturers, in the
Year 1750. 26,650 Skins.

From which it appeared, that there remained annually,
- for the Ufe of the Manufacturers, from Chriftmas 1729.
to 1739. on-an Average, more than twice as many
as remained in the Year 1750.
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And, by an Account of Beaver-wool exported, it ap<
peared, that from Chrifimas 1729. to Chriffmas 1739,
only 8,008 Pounds Weight of Beaver-wool was ex-
ported.

But from Chriffmas 1739. to Chriftmas 1749. the
Quantity of Beaver-wool exported was 12,921 Pounds
Weight; which is an Increafe of the E:xportation, in
thefe laft Ten Years, of 5,913 Pounds Weight of
Beaver-wool.

And, with regard to the Lofs the Publick fuftain by
the Exportation of unmanufactured Beaver Skins and
Wool.

Mr. Roffeter faid, He had made a Calculation on his
own Bufinefs upon 6,000 Hudfon’s Bay Beaver Skins,
by which it appeared, That 6,000 Skins, fold at 65, a
Pound, would amount to 2,700/ ; and the Charge
(chiefly Wages) of manufacturing them into Hats,
from 75 to 125 or 135 aplece, mixed with Coney-
wool, and other Materials, would amount to 3,750/
befides the Coney-wool, Goats-wool, and other Mate-
rials, about 3,075/ more; to which he added a Profit
of about 8 per Cent. and that makes the Beaver, and
the Wages upon the Beaver, exclufive of the Corey-
wool, Goats-wool, and other Materials, to bring in
7,212 /. to the Nation, on the Exportation of 6,000
Beaver Skins manufaétured into Hats; but if 6,000
Beaver Skins are fold, for Exportation, at 6s. 64. a
Pound, they will bring into the Nation -only 2,810 7
fo that the Difference to the Nation on 6,000 Beaver
Skins, manufa@ured into Hats for Exportation, is
4,402 /. This Difference is exclufive of the Coney-
wool, which, if worked up with it, will be an Addition
of 2,750/. and in this Manufaéture of 6,000 Skins,
120 People would be employed all the Year, work as
hard as they could.

Befides, there are Numbers of Perfons employed
in Warrens, and drefling of Pelts, or Beaver Skins,
which, when drefled here, pay a Duty to the Reve-
nue of 2 5. a Dozen; which is ‘a lofs to the Nation, if
exported unmanufactured: And to them may be added,
People employed in making Blocks, and other working
Utenfils, and of Linings ot Silk and Linen, and other

Trimmings: Therefore, he apprehends, the Lofs to

the Publick on 6,000 Skins, taking in all Circum-
ftances, is about 8,000/ '

And he faid, he valued the Coney-wool, which
would be worked up with thefe 6,000 Skins, at gs. a
Pound unmanufaétured : But, if the Beaver Hat Trade
for Exportation was loft, the Price of Coney-wool
would be fo reduced as not to {ell, unmanufactured for
Exportation, at more than 5s. 34. or 55. 6 4. a Pound.

That he had made this Calculation upon his own
Bufinefs only; but that it would be the fame on any
other Houle :

That he is very certain, if we could get Beaver upon
as reafonable Terms as the French, we could regain our
Export Trade, we having much the Advantage over
them in Ingenuity @

That, if Beaver continues here at the Price it now is,
we fhall lofe our Export Trade to all Parts of his Ma-
jelty’s Dominions :

- That, he thinks, if we could get Beaver upon rea-
fonable Terms, it would be for the Benefit of the
Landed Intereft, as, by increafing the Confumption
of Coney-wool, it would make Warrens more valuable :

2 “That



