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Noel on Baptism.

The secession of the Hon. and Rev. Baptist
"Mool from the Established Church of Euuand
made a coasiderable stir throughout the Chns-
tian world, every one construing it according to
bis own sectarian tendencies. When he con-
sected himself with the Baptist Commnuion,
there was, in some (uarters, a large abatewent
of interst in th+ event. Ndue, bowever, who
are acquainted with that gentleman, presuines to
call in guestion hi; hhonmyl;:'or bis sxmljn:luy‘ of

As might bave been expected, he has
purposs. 8 I bis
oourse, and ises another in due time.  “The
book betore us is a small 12mo. of 393 pages—
entitled, = Essny on Christian Baptisus*—ruepub-
lished by the rs.

“‘fme pressnt volume is devoi-d mostly to that
division ot the quastion which relates to the sulb-
jects of baptism, while the mode is reserved for
another volume.  For the present, Mr. Noel as-
sumes that nothing short ot a total immersion or

‘the body is valid Christian bapusm.  The as-

sou e somelimes wade.in a way not gute
00 ruspectiul to the common version ot the sonp-
tures as could be desired.  Inquounyg the Scrpe

. tures, he uses the word smmersson tor buplism,

and smumerse tor brplaze.  Luus,in quoting the
Manguage of the Etluopian eunuch, be 1cads ic:
“ 8ee hoeie is water, what doth hinder me to be
hamersed ¥° Agzam, vhen he quotes the passa-
which speaks of baptism * with the Holy
bost,” be transtaies thom e the Holy Ghost.”
We o 104 disputs Mr. Noel's right w make bis
own trausiation of the passages in question. We
think, huwever, at would have bccu.quuu as mo-
dest, aud as respectiul to the opinions of the
‘er‘.iwx ot the et"angchc.u s)hurches to
give us bus critical investigations betore he takes
8 for granted that the pressnt version is wrony.
‘This, bowover, is a matler of no great woment
—it is mercly noticed us a speciuien of the spi-
3it of dogmatism into which ar. Noel has 50 sud-
denty tairon.

Me. Noel does not yet embrace orthodox Bap-
st viowe in relation W ¢ Johii's B.‘npliﬂm." e
.gensiders this, with the baptisms perivriwed by
the disciplos previous to the resurrection ol
Christ, as wantingin the esssatial clemeats of

He contonds—and very just-
ly—that bapusa in thuss instances was * casen-
tally different from the baptism eujoiped by
Chnst before his ascension, because it was not

uato the nawe of the Father, Bon and
.Holy Ghost® *1am,” says be, * unable, there-
fors, to believe that Christisn baptism was in-
stituted beforu the resurrcotion ot Jesus Christ,
and am compelled W examine his commission,
s containing the great law of Chrisusu bap-
tism, and the chief autbority for the continued
practice of baptiun in the Chrisuan Cuurch.”-—
Kssay, pp- 12, 13. .

Qur author slso adimits the lact of Je-wigh bay-
tiun—a fact that has been strungly contested by
Baptist writers. He snys: Ay the heathen
were unclean, they weie obliged, Letore they
could be admitted into associatiun with the Juws,
to be bathed cr baptized; and tlis bantisia was
required of every proselyte —1b. . D

We have cbserved that our Jepuist cortome
Pourie: speak of thie Leok with some reserve,
Lhey are deligbted with Mr. Noel's conversion,
0 far as it has procecded, bt teer think he hes
about Lim soms of the old leaven of dus fermer
arrors, which, in process of tiwe, they trst will
be taoroughiy purzed awny. s viewsethotn’s
baptismy, aud proselytieal baptisoamong the
Juws, are probally among the thinge aboet
which this gentleman is yetie buiestrocted, and
wiil, in process of time, come vl rivhe,

; e |
Mr. Noel's pretensions in this putiication a-e

not a littde remarkable. Je giver it to e
world * as an indegendent tesimeny et Loy
ing read a single l!apﬁ,s( boel or traet.”
contess this docs pot, in our estimation, purticu-
larly enhance the value ot'the book. In e tirst
Klu:e, the q\ws(ion in debate 19 not 1o e settded
the ** testimony” of uninspired wen, be they
w’Hon. and Rev.” or anything else, but by a
critical analyris of the Suriptuies. Bt wirit as
well be attempted to settle any other vozma
which is mooted in the churches, as that ot p
dobaptism, Ly the * independent testimpny”™ ot
some neophite who professes to have _rea:-h'.-:i his
results by his own unaided investizations.
Perhaps we ought to beg pardou fo.: thinkine
that Mr. Noel would bave written a much bet
ten book if he had préviously read all the better
sort of Baptict books and tracts. Wo:ld he not
have see:nt the lind-marks of the controversy
much pove dearly, had e loked at hoth sudes
of the guestion?  Jhen we are somewhat asto.
pished that a man of Mr. Noel's ganeral int-
mation should bave breen o long a Predo-Baptist
without ever havingread * asincle Baptist buok
or tract” i
wtry we should have considurcd at shameful
pot to have read any of the wany books and

tracts published. by our Buptist brethren, rnd
yet wﬁaw continued to op:ose their peculiar
views. From our linuted acquaintance witn

Baptist lite:ature we could bave directed Mr. N.

We
I

Whiie we we: ¢ yet yeung iuthe snn- |

to severnl books and tracts which wou'd have
sreatly aided b in his dadence of bas cooand,
and cnabled Liw to write a wuch more sensible
vaok.

M. Noel occupies a large amcunt of space in
proving the unlawtulness off adiministerin g bap-
Usiu Lo dmpenilent stane.s or unuelievers.—
Here heis right, and his arguinests are pertvet-
ly conclusive. ‘The need of this arguuent is
wuch-greater in Englaud than in this couniry.
‘Lhe great mistake of our author is in conclu-
ding, or assuming without proof, that the same
argument 18 equally conclusive agidost infaut
Laptiam.  We canvot follow and correct b
hei e without occupying (00 much space.

In the process of s a:gun.cnt aga‘ost the

of course cousider Whe otbrahamic covenant.—
That covenstut embraved infant cHildren, and

Lo do away the inference in tavour of iulunt
Laptisn which is drawu from this tact, he at-

the Abrahamie aud the Chrisitan covenants —
In doing this he has pushed the Baptist theory
o several absurd consequences not generally
ventured upon by Baptist wiiters. Tue Abra-
hamic covenant, according 1o him, was nerely
~ natioual,” and its * projumnmes” weee wierely o
an external character.”  Then * the Abrahasmie
national covenaut” was * conditional,” aud come
sequently * defective” All its Llessiugs mizht
be lost by an judividual, or Ly a nation; and
it might, upon its conditions being broken, be
wholly sctaside.” On the other hand, the
new covenant” promises *spititual blessings "—
is *absolute, unconditional, and cilvctual” —
“gure and cternal,” and *is wade with the
eloct, and with no others.”  In proot of all these
dogwas our distinguished author quotes a mul-
titude of passages, no one of which, to ourind,
bas the least bearing upon the puints asswined.
‘Lhey are ung in without argument, apparcut-
ly, upon the presuinption that their sense is set-
tled beyond all question, and that they atlord
conclusive proof in favour of his positious. We
caunot attempt to examine the author’s theory
of the covenants, nor 1o notice his proof-texts,
as such a course would require a survey of the
whole ground of coutroversy, not only between
Baptists and Pwedo-Daptists, but also between
Calvinists and Arminians.  And, it we are not
mistaken, fow in these days, excepting the most
ultra Calvinists—and their pumber we hope is
uot large—will swallow Mr. Nocl's theory with-
out material amendments. We dispute the
position that the Christian covenant is made with
persons unconditionally ciected to eternal lite,
and that ita benefits cannot Le forfeited by a
violation of its conditions.  We know that Mr.

the class called * Moderate Calvinsts  we had
noidca he was 0 near a rank Antinomian.

In carrying out his & sew, our author suppo-
ses a difference in the moral couditiou and 1ela-
tions of intunts.  Some iutunts, he seems o ad-
mit, may be regenerated, but since they *are
wot capable of aflording proot’ that they are 1.
genvrate, they must be treated asunregenerate.”
—P.16s. Apmin: * As infants gencerally are
uniegensrale, and we can neverknow what ca-
828 are exceptions, Waegrnerate inlants Uu;h(
108 19 b injured by betng baptized as regene-
rate.” P ETo0 Yetasani: 2 Every reador can
see at once that unre_cuesate infauts micht be
circumcizsed, because capabile, as well as aniege-
neraee adalts, of contormey to e baw ¢ bat un-
recererate in0ants should not be bapiized, be-
Cenuse they are uttealy excluded so long as they
U rewmein unresenerate. o adl the privie ges and
l blosings of e L:-»:n:l." OISl YWe know
Yo Nodeai ped that soaie intants are
voand othors are note Te me2ht very
cbeespeetad data gentleman who pro-
tr tedee iy doetree s

woult rot atterint to pehac ot npon the publie
sach a netion, warbont =ome ¢t (o sustain it
i‘" thewerd of Gyl P M s repencerate
mfents are sneh as Lelong o the nnember ot the
select,” and they wnccoenerate intants” are
reprobotes; this indecd would seem a just con-
elusion from his steein ef argumentation,

Avcording to Mo Nee!, ©no oue was permit-
ted tarecerve the token of the fet covenant,
whether child, slave, ¢ stranger, whe was not
first withie the cevonant; and by analogy, no
one onght to reesive the taken o the recoud co-
venant wilo 1< not first within ity and as infants
cannet Ue rliown to Le within the recond cove-
nant, because they cannot be shown te be be-
lievers. so, hy the analory ot eircumcision, they
oreht vot to recvive s token! It then, by
any means, it conid be ascerteined what infants
belerced to the elect, or are ¢ withia the cove-
nant,” they might be baptized.  This scems a
neceesacy inforence from the position laid down,
It is ot simple infaney which isa bae to bap-
tsm, hat the went of the evidence of regenera-
tion and clection.
evidence of election ininfints i< avalid har to
their boptism, why should rot the s
case with alults?  Are pretessiops e
and a1e not honest perscns sometimes doceive:
with regard to thewr own expor
run the hazard of baptizing reprobutes, by Iap-
tizing multitudes upon a mere profosston, wiil-
out auything like conclusive evidenre that tucy

not w!

bt

My
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lawtalness of intant baptisio, our author must !

Leanpts W show wany points of contrast between

Nocl was a Calvinist, but we thought b one of

t-om the Bible, !

Jt then the absence of the!

Why .

\llcmcu‘ or diive ol a few berdsy Lue they will

"are realls regenerated ¥
swoered, that we know not men’s hoots —weean
oniv jrire of the genuinencss ol their profes-

iston by tis outward signs.  All this iy true
ey buta proiession of f4ith is not certain
evidones ol veseneration.  Ner can we aiways
ceme tH a very smi!}l':’ur.‘.’ resadt by the biuds
of atew dayy, or a few weeks.  We should

judge frem Mr Noel's theory that no persen

shoald ke baptized until a suflicient e has

"elapsed to develop the truth and reality ol Lis
professions. It the elect” only are - within
) the covenuts,” and such only are entitled - to
reveive the token,” eertainly due care ought th
(be taken 1o tind but who theet favoured ons
aire.
It might have been well for fricnd Yoe! tein-
!quirc whtther it be not probatle that thore e

who are presented tor Laptism, as there ase eleet

aduits among these wiho neike profession ol taith. |

If s0, upon his own ground, the daeger of affix-
ing e teken” to those whio are not = wiihin
the covenants after all, may be aboat as great
Cwith Baptists as with Pado-Baptists
Wi must here feave the sabject for e pros
l.ﬂout. Qurobject iy miercly to cive one red-
ersan idva of the Look in graestion, and the
tem which its distingeizhed athor bas enh
ced.  Qurintereonre vith Mr. Nl eave ns a
truly elevated idea of Lis boart. He scemed a
fine specimen of a Christian gentiemen.  For

s

of wen and things, he evidently is uot rexarha-
Lle.  His literary eflorts, so fur, have added no-
thing to his fame, and will leave no permancut
impression upon the age.

.

T

From the London Walchman, Janvary .

.Shall our Coloniul Empire be Dixsoived
The British Empire is a term than which it

polities, oue more comprebensive. lo means
purt ot Lurope, of Afiica, ol Asia, off Aucerica,
ol Polynesia; 1t means, i a Briwa's acceptation
of' i, ail the seas on the surtace ol tie givbe ;i
Pweans an assebiage ot human beings ia which
blend ali the varicues of complexion that climae

wngue that Babel has originated. A conun
ago, the world never beand, or scarcety ever, ot
* the British Ewpire,” though ot = Great Bini-
tain” it beard otien.  But Great Bruun then
was & country, as I'russia or Spain 1s to-day,
witl its home population, and iatrinsic power,
but with httie mposing beyond. “Lhe
progiess of the great ucojpean Powers during
the last hundred years is vory surprising.
sce them dificrenced a8 waxing and  waning
pstars. A century ago the grear Catholic Fowers
were ascendant. During e century Spain bas

the whowe course * trow spteadour o disgrace.”
Duniny l!_nc Lentury, l'grlugul o has iost Braal,
and-—a lew Atacan islands and
the residue o ber mavithue glory. During the
nearly all her svendid possessions i the W et
Iln'ju:*, her postion e fudia, and the Iske o

in the Easte 1o thcse shie hias 10 add 1 Lauiope
the Littar doss of the Loasted

e of northiean

ion.

While these powers lave declined, Prussia
has risen from the goudition of a new and st -
gling Kingdom to a positon so assurved that soe
conbideniiy  measures  herseit with
Russta Jos made ontensive coliuesty o
Swedea, Polan ) Turkey, and Persia, besiaes
?\d(llhg a lajoe nactof Awerica to lLer pokess-
1011 A_\ml tind  power, wlale havine no
territorsal u?g‘-x'l\ o Zain an Eumpv, h:as TJL\.‘H
addng 1o her doninons 1in all the other four
divisons of the woeil,

|

a century aso; who has them now ? Enciand.
She beld the West ludies, Dominica, St -
cent, Grenala, St Dowingo, Tobago; who has
them now ? St. Dowmingo 1s indcvaxdcm; Fug-
land hes all the rest. She held, 1n the bast, the
Lile of I'rance, with the chiet conirol of Southern
linli:\; v Lo hias these now England.  Nor has
England acguircd from France alone—the Cape
aud Dewarara, taken from the Duteh; the
whole of India trom its Mohammedan t rants
with those territories, such as Australia and Nc\\:
.Zq-uLuul, which have rather been taken possess-
ion of than conyuered, have all added to her
resporsibitlity.Then ber cnemies see that she
holds the keys of ncarly all the scas: that of the
Mediterrancan in Gibraltar ; of the Levaat, in

; 2 . : )

i the l‘»u.l Sea, i Aden:of the Indian Ocean, in

cthe Capes of the Chingse Sea, 1 Singapure, La-
buan, and Hong Kono. “ '

[ 'That such an l-lmpir

cd withen temt ey

mort s ot tooxy .ot

) DR N H'H'::’\, W
| that thi's Vol Cotaiotions s hrou bl vs some

] Hustand the Kvnis wore o ~ind of
adversiries, more

hou'l

Loz be sustaine
ut. would

tinnd
tronbie.

l antoyims to colonists than
GanZerous t an anpire. Lhey may burn g set-

i

To this it nay be an-

| as great a proportiondf ciect infunts anong these
required that its scal should be put upon them.

far-reaching thought, or a pictound krowleda !

wouid be hard to mnd in all the vocabulary of

can operate, and uearly wl the varicaes ol

relative
i
We
lost her wagmiicent Amcrican cuwptre, atd run !
! _ sedtlewents, |
with a decaving todian station excepted—ail
century France has br‘l the Catieday, Lowmsiana,
i Fravee, whica so waterially upheid hor strengzth !
tortresses, and of Minoveas tor ail which Aigeria

Las been hev soic and vedy doubttul rewuneri-

Austria,

France Lial the Canaoias !

Malta 5 of the Adriatic, in the lonian Isles: ot

eomores thgn ‘

Y

never Serou
PAPIvEAL aa
position.

«fect omr Loy,
br. Lasa X
iy moy excregs

Men
UCLUPY B differy
11 va "”U"R il)ﬂ
conthe pullic sentent ot & whole culoyy
therehy cadanger the alicuation of gy : )
foev, tie mo };l reonniry. Fron \ariomu“:;‘
AONCTE DA nEANCOUS BT ersiness Lag been may,
tosted i hterent cobukies; and the jeast
quence i~ an anpie abuse of the Colonjy] offee
Doubiicss the Colenial ofiice has ity faip
culpability-- doubtless its officials (like ) &
cial:) have their faults.  Doubtles, aho thy
fatits (dike the tanlts of all offis 1ls) lave bewa
cxggerated.  Our Colunizl system may Lo
sonably found facit with. We Lave itlw'a\v,:;:
son for Colotsa dinister not a man who koew
the Colontes,—say hle the late Lord Metealfy
Lut sowae honrebied gentlenan of qhe panty
power. ‘This s a pont en which alf p:m".“‘
teca equally Slaveeatles Then, for Gover
we have not had any sckool of Colonial digg,
pline in \\'h_n "|. men mioht praduate ; bat from
the deck of a tigate, or the head of a meny &
Lie, or it some pleaant English sat, g
Ceran s atl at coce set down at Talle By o
en the banks of the St Lavwrence, and whl »
zovern people of whom Le knows mo mere

Hzent mian has the upportunity of

Ctaanany atedl
Frowine. With aueh Ministers and such Gosen
pors e Lave dore better than we }-_m] anyﬁ:h
to expeet. Our Colozial Eepire has beea y
Loi b witdrereater succossy and less dificulty thae
ever bas been any stanlar Kmpire, even
on a suiadler seade ) and so far firum bein‘ ;
“tounded out off our prepricties by the
.'l}_'i(:lli(pllﬂ, the wonder should (‘I-;rﬂ Y he' "
the ends of the earth Lave Litherto {n'ell e
cably bLound together. We do not wish s
strain any projer aned salntary complaints ageiss
our svstenr of Colonial *Government; but we
would have it remenibered that, withall ite fasby,
it has worked better than any other Colonial
systen from the tiue of ilie Phaenicians
Howcever, the piresent excitenient has beeoms
too decp to purs away without feaving rerms
nent resutis,. We apprehend that it 1iust tend
Jweterialiv either to ihe decomposition, or the
consolidazaon, of the vast svxem we  call our
cmpire.  Siaill we condude  that  becawe
we min no resenne from colonies, becaws
we catnot govern them  exactly eitber w
their saffaciion or to our own, and becsws
. they cost us large sums annually, (herefore cole
(mies are of litle use, and the sconer we get nd
of them the better?  Shoulid this feeling pro-
lvnil in the public mind, it will affect oll e

(4
{ arants who go from among us ; it will affees our
Y.-;islalinn: and will deeply aflegt the colonies,
| tending in all these directions to speed the day
when the British Empire shall be dissolved, asd
Gireat Britain shall Le Great Britain alone. b
such a dissolution of tle empire desirable ? We
do not ask how it woubd alfect the price of el
co and cotfee, of rice and bandanas; but whet
would be its bearing on the moral progres o
the world »  First, we think it would materially
inerease the daneers of war. The French snd
Duteh, with other maritime nations would be
Cunder stronge tamptations to find cause of qusr
rel wioh states that had once Leen their ownond
P which they conld easily make their own agaisy
did they see them seattercd over the surface
he world, one Liepe and one there, in imw‘"
olation.  Again, we thirk it woull expose the
young countries to anauiwld  dangers.  How
eould our Cape eelonist« 110tect themselves from
the Duteh without, and the Dunch within *—
What could our New Zealand colonies say 1o 8
French fleets Heww conld the » United States
U Ausosaia” prevent twao or three great pover
droan ecach cutting out for thensclves a monstross
cautle from their teiritory ¥ Let our colosies
i Fecome scattered and independent states,
i they are expared ty every nation whon tﬁfﬂ'
vindages may tewmpt. And though the m*’.
teend 1y 1o revenue, thongh they cost ue moch
Lnoney, the possession of such fickls for enter
prise is as favourable to our national ) 8
the possession of oar potent protection is favosr
palle to their security,  Perhaps the colonies
s bove ore fiom us than we have from them,
the advantage on our part is quite sufficieat »
compensate for the cost, and to n:ake us
cate a severance.

We beliese that eur Empire conld not b0
dissolved without giving a serious blow 10
recure and peaceful progress of civilization 8
chvistianity over the world ; without t
commutities of our countrymen to the merey
torciun powers; without ;«mo\ing from
the British peeple a spectgele that daily “’
Lles their nateiotiem and stivs their enterpns:
or without dopriving lfnglﬁll'! of that snpenofr
tyv over ather l:llY‘O'u an States which s m,"
i holds with man'fest advantage to mankind We
| theretire, would plead  with ail our €
agrainst the decomposition of the L.mpire.
| al the taults of the existine Colonial r_\'l“'n':
i probed s by s Jet creryihing which o ]

vt ion T yeeoved, let the 1
measreos of ey Lo ."'\p',("l where W
viobet et ad be done under the conve
ten that, ae Loastfor many y sas-, the wisest
Britons can de tor themeclvi s, and 10r the b
wan race, s ta maimtain themselves, one
P having a conunon centre, a common it
| end a cumunon meizsiou.
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Romarachic Roet,

One of the a0t ronkzhle v
we have any knovoied o has el
ered in theaniddle of Lake Soper
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