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eerning those things which are matters
of opinion, it will be lawful, with moder-
ation and with a desire of investigating
the truth, without injurious suspisions
snd mutual incriminations, For which
purpose, lest the agresment of minds be
broken i)y temerity of accusation, let all
understand : that the integrity of the
Catholic profession can by no means be
reconciled with opinions approaching
towards naturalism or rationalism, of
which the sum total is to uproot Churis-
tian institutions alvogether, and to es-
tablish the supremacy of man, Almighty
God being plished on one side, Likewise
it is unlawful to follow one line of duty
in priyate and another in public, g0 that
the authority of the Church shall be
observed in private, and spurned in
public. For this would beto join together
things honest and disgraceful, and to
meake a wan fight a battle with himself,
when oa tae contrary he ought always
to be cousistent with himself, and never
in any the least thing or manner of liv-
ing decline from Christian virtue, But
it inquiry is made about principles
wmerely political, concerning the best
form of government, of civil regulations
of one kind or another, concerning these
things, of course there is room for dis—
agreement witzout harm. Those whose
piety therefore, is known on other ac
counts, and whose minds are ready to
ACCEPT THE DECREES OF THE APOSTOLIC
SEE,

yustice Wwill not allow accounted evil
because they differ on these subjects ;
and much greater is the injury if they
are charged with the crime of having
violated the Catholic faith, or are sus-
pected, a thing we deplore done, not
once ouly. And let all hold this precept
abeolutely who are wont to commit their
thoughts to writing, especially the editors
ofnewspapers, la this contention about
tie highest things, nothing is to be lett
to intestine conflicts or the greed of
parties, but let all uniting together seek
the common object of all to preserve
religion and the State. I{ therefore there
have been dissensions, it is right to ob-
literate them in a certain voluntary for-
getfuiness ; if there has been anything
rash, anything injurious, to whomsoever
this fault belongs let compensation be
made by mutual charity, and especially
in obedience to the Apostolic See, In
this way Catholics will obtain two things
mosat excellent : one that they will make
themselves helps to the Church in pre-
serving and propagating Christian kuow
ledge; the other that they will beuefit
eivil society ; of which the safely is
gravely compromised by reasson of evil
doctrines and inordinate desires.

These things, therefore, Venerable
Brethren, concerning the Curistian con.
stitution of States and the daties of in
dividual citizans, We have dwelt upon ;
We shall transmit them to all the nations
of the Catholic world.

But it behoves Us to implore with
most earnest prayers the heavenly pro-
tection, and to beg of Almighty God
these things which t\'e desire and strive
after for His glory and the salvation of
the human race, Whose alone it is to
illumive the minds and to quicken the
wills of men and Himself to lead on to
the wished for end. As a pledge of the
Divine favours, and in witness of Our
paternal benevolence to you, Venerable
Brethren, to the Clergy, and to all the
people committed to your faith and
vigilance, We lovingly bestow in the
Lord the Apostolic Benediction,

Given in Rome, at St. Peter’s, o.. the
first day of November, in the year of
Our Lord MDCCCLXXXY.,, of Our Pon.
titicate the Eighth,

LEO, PP. XIIIL

REVIEW OF RIEL’S CASE.

An Official Memorandum Prepared by
Sir Alexander Campbell,

ALL THE POINTS CONSIDERED,
From our own Correspondent.

Oitawa, Dec, 2,—The following is a
full copy of a memorandum respectiog the
case of The Queen v. Riel, prepared at the
request of the Committee of the Privy
Council by Sir Alexander Campbell the
Minister of Justice in charge of the
case ;—

The case of Louis Riel, convicted and
executed for high treason, has excited
unusual attention and interest, mnot
merely ia the Dominion of Cenada but
beyond its limits, Here it has been made
the subject of party, religious and national
feeling and diccussion ; and elsewhere it
has been regarded by some as a case in
which, for the first time in this genera-
tion, what is assumed to have been a polit-
ical crime only has been puuished with
death. The opponents of the Govern.
ment have asserted that the rebellion was
provoked, if not justified, by their malad-
ministration of the affairs of the North-
West Territories, and inattention to the
just claims of the half-breeds. With tbis
question, which hes been made one of
party politics, it is not thought becoming
to del{’here. Upon such a charge, when
made in & constitutional manner, the Gov-
ernment will be responsible to the repre-
sentatives of the people, and before them
they will be prepared to meet and dis-
prove it. Appeals to the animosities of
race bave been made in one of the provin-
ces with momentary success. Nhould
theee prevail, the future of the country
must suffer. Parliament will not meet
for some time, and in the interval, unless
some action is taken to remove these
animosities, they will gain ground, and it
will become more difficult to dispel helief
in the grounds which are used to provoke
them, It is thought right, therefore, that
the true facts of the case, and the considera-
tions which have influenced the Govern-
ment, should be known, so that those who
desire to judge of their conduct impar-
tially, may have the information which is
essential for that purpose.

It has been asserted that the trial was
an unfair one, and before a tribunal not
legally constituted ; that the crime being
one of rebellion and inspired by political
motives, the sentence, according to modern
custom and sentiment, should not have
been carried out, and that the prisoner's
state of mind was sach as to relieve him
from responeibility for his acts, After
the most anxious consideration of each
one of these grounds the Government
have felt it impossible to give effect to
any of them, and have deemed it their
duty to let the law take itacourse, I am
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now desired, in a matter of such grave
importance and responsibiqgy, to place on
record the considerations v® ch have im-
pelled them to this conclus: o :

THE PAIRNESS OF THR ,xIAL,

(1.) As to the jurisdiction o1 s0 court
and the fairness of the trial.

It should be sufficient to say that the
legality of the tribunal by which he was
tried has been sffirmed Ly the Privy
Council, the highest court in the Empire,
and bas seemed to them so clear that the
eminent counsel who represented the
prisoner could mnot advance arguments
agpinst it which were thought even to
require an anawer. It has been said that
a jJury composed of six only, and the
absence of a grand jury, are features so
incopsistent with the sighta of British
subject that the prisoner had etill ground
of complaint ; but, as was pointed out in
the Privy Council, the same crime may be
tried elsewhere in the British Empire,
notably in India, without any jury, either
grand or petty, aad this mode of trial has
been ssnctioned by the Imperial Parlia
ment, It is’to be observed also, that the
offsnce was tried in the country in which
it was committed, under the law as it
then existed and had existed for years,
and that this is a course of which no
offender can fairly complain, while itisa
right to which every criminal ir entitled,
Of the competency of the court, which
bad been aflirmed by the full court in
Mauitoba, the Government saw 10 reason
to entertain doubt ; but baving regard to
the exceptional character of the case, the
usual course was departed from in the
prisoner’s favour, and a respite was
granted, to enable him to apply to the
ultimate tribunal in Eogland, and thus to
take advantage to the very utmost of
every right which the law could afford to
him.

The fairness of the trial has not been
disputed by the prisoner’s counsel, nor
chailenged either before the Court of
Appeal in Manitoba or the Privy Coancil.
It bas, on the contrary, been admitted,
not tacitly alone by this omission, but
expressly and publicly, It may be well,
however, to state shortly the facts, which
show how the duty which the Government
fully acknowledged both to the public
and the prisoner has been fulfilled. It
was most desirable not only to ensure the
impartial couduct of the trial, which
would have been done by the appointment
of any barrister of known etanding, but
to satisfy the pubic that this had been
effected; and iu view of his the prosecu-
tion was entrusted to two lemdivg conuse
la Oatario, known to be in sywputhy
with different political pacties, With
them was associated a French advocate of
standing aud abiity in Quebec, and the
I)euuunl No:ence and assistance of the
Jeputy ister of Justice was given to
them throughout the proceedings. The
procedure adopted and the course taken
at the trial, to be now shorly stated, as it
appears on the record, will show that
every opportunity for the fullest defence
was afforded; and it is needless to add,
what is well knows and recognized, that
tbe prisoner was represented by counsel
whose zeal and abiiaty have made it im
posdble to suggest that his defence could
1o any hands have been more caretully or
more ably conducted.

THE ACCUSED'S POSITION,

The charge was made agaiust the pris-
oner on the 6th of July, 1885, and the
trial was then fixed to take place on the
20th of that mounth, of which the prisoner
was duly notified. Oa the same day a
copy of the charge, with a list of the jur-
ors to be summoned and of the witnesses
to be called, was duly served upon him,
the Crown waiving the question whether
this was a right which could be claimed,
and desiring, as far as possible, to afford
every privilege which, under any cir-
cumstances or before any tribunal, he
could obtain, and which, consistently with
the procedure otherwise prescribed in the
Territory, could be granted to him. On
the day named the prisoner, having been
arraigned,put in a plea to the jurisdiction,
to which the Crown at once demurred,
and this question was then argued at
length, The grounds taken by the pris.
oner’s counsel had been in effect decided
unfavourably to their contention by the
Court of Queen’s Bench in Manitoba in a
recent case, and the presiding judge held
that it was therefore impossible for him to
give effect to them, This decision having
been announced, the prisoner, by his
counsel, then demurred to the informa
tion, which was alleged to be insufficieat
in form, and this demurrer having been
argued, was also overruled.

The prisoner then pleaded not guilty,
and his counsel applied for an adjourn.
ment ustil the next day, to enable them
to prepare aftidavits on which to apply
for a further postponement of the trial ;
and, the Crown not objecting, the court
adjourned. Oa the following day, July
the 21st, the prisoner’s couusel read offi-
davits to the effect that certain witnesses
not then present were necessary for the
defence, and that medical experts on the
question of insanity were required by
them from the Province of Quebec and
from Toronto. They represented that the
prisoner had not had means to procure
the attendance of these witnesses, and
desired an adjournment for a month,
during which they would be able to ob
tain it,

In answer to this application, of which
the Crown had had no notice until the
day previous, the Crown counsel pointed
out that these medical Wwitnesses, as well
as some others in the North-West Terri-
tories who were wanted, could all be got
within a week ; and they offered not only
to consent to an adjournment for that
time, but to join with the prisoner’s coun.
sel in procuring their attendance, and to
pay their expeuses, The couusel for the
prisoner accepted this ofter, which the
presiding judgesaid was a reazonable one,
aud the trial adjourned until the 28tk, In
the meantime the witnesses were pro-
cured, They were present and were
examined for the prisoner, and their
expenses were paid by the Crowa, the
medical gentlemen being remunerated as
experts at tie same rate as those called for
the prosecution, The other grounds
which had been urged for delay were not
further pressed.
28th, No further adjournment was asked
for, and the trial proceeded coutinuously
until it was concluded on the lst of
August.  The exceptional privilege
accorded to persons on trial for treason, of
addressing the jury after their counsel,
was allowed to the prisoner and taken

advantage of,

The court met on the |

OPINIONS OF THE MANITOBA JUDGES,
As to the general character of the tri-
bunal, aud the ample opportunity afforded
to the prisoner to make his full defence,
it may be well to repeas here the observa-
tions of the learned Chief Justice of Man-
itoba in his jWont upon the appeal,
“A good deal® he remarked, *has been
eaid about the jury being composed of six
ouly. There is no general law which saym
that a jury shall invariably comsist of
twelve, or of any particular sumbes, In
Manitoba, in civil cases, the jury is com-
osed of twelve, but nine can find a ver-
ict, In the North-West Territories Act
the Act itself declares that the jury shall
consist of six, and thls was the number of
the jury in this instance. Would the
Stipendiary Magistrate have been justified
in impaunclling twelve when the siatute
directs him to impannel six only 7 It was
further complained that this power of life
and death was too great to be entrusted
to a Stipeudiary Magistrate. What are
the safeguards 7~ The Stipendiary Magis-
trate must be a barrister of at least five
years’ standing. There must be associated
with him a jastice of the peace and a jury
of six, The court mustbe an open public
court. The prisoner is allowed to make
full answer and defence by counsel.
Section 77 permits him to appeal to the
Court of Queen's Bench in Mauitoba when
the evidence is produced, and he 13 ajain
heard by counsel, and three judges recon-
sider his case, Again, the evidence taken
by the Siuipendiary Magistrate, or that
caused to be taken by hiw, must,
before the sentence is carried iuto effect,
be forwarded to the Minister of Jus-
tice; and sub-section eight requires
the Stipendlary Magistrate to postpone
the execution from time to time, until
euch report is received, and the pleasure of
the Government thereon is communicated
to the Lieut-Governor, Thus, before
sentence is carried out the prisoper is
heard twice in court, through couunsel, and
his case must have been cousidered in
Council, and the pleasure of the Governor
thereon communicated to the Lisutenant-
Governor, Itseems to me the law is not
open to the charge of unduly or hastily
confiding the power in the tribunals
before which the prisoner has been heard,
The senteuce, when the prisoner uppesls,
caunot he carried into effect until his case
has been three times heard, in ths manner
above stated.”

The evidence of the prisones’s guilt,
both upon written documents signed by
himselt aud by otber tesimony, was so
conclusive sbat it was not disputed by his
counsel. They contended, however, that
he was not responsible for his acts, and
rested their defence upon she ground of
insanity. The e~y was left to the jury
in a very full chsrge, and the law, as
rogards the defence of insanity, clearly
stated in a maoner to which no exception
was takew, either at the trial or fu the
Court of Queen’s Bench of Manftoba, or
before the Rrivy Council,

RIEL’S BANITY.

(2.) With regard o the sanity of the
Erls»ner and his responasibility in law for

is acts, there has been much public dis-
cusslon,

Here agaln it should be sufficient to
point out that this defence was ex
presaly raised before the jury, the proper
tribural for its declsion ; that the pro-
priety of their unanimous verdict was
challenged before the tull court in Mani-
toba, when the evidence was discussed at
length and the verdict unanimously
aflirmed, Before the Privy Council an
attempt was made to dizpute the correct-
ness of this decision. The learned Chief
Justice of Manitoba says in his judgment:
—*I have carefully read the evidence
and it appears to me that the jury could
not reasonably have come to any other
conclusion than the verdict of guilty,
There is not ouly evidence to support the
verdict, but it vastly preponderates,”
And again :—“I think the evidence upon
the question of insanity shows that the
prisoner, did know that he was acting
illegally, and that he was responsible for
his acts.”

Mr. Justice Taylor's conclusion is:—
“After a critical examination of the evi-
dence, I find it impossible to come to ¢ 1y
other conclusion than that at which the
jury arrived, The appeliant is, beyond
all doubt, a man of inordinate vanity,
excitable, irritable, and impatient of con-
tradiction, He seems to have at times
acted in an extraordinary manuer; to
have said many strange things, and to have
entertained, or at least professed to enter-
tain, absurd views on religious ai.d politieal
subjects,  Bat it all stops fir short of
establishing such unsoundness of mind as
would render him irresponsible, not
accountable for hisactions, Hiacourse of
conduct indeed shows, in many ways, that
the whole of hia apparently exiraordinary
conduct, his claims to Divine inspiration
and the prophetic character, was only part
of a canningly devised scheme to gain,
and hold, influence and power over the
simple minded people around him, and to
fecure personal immunity in the event of
bis ever heing called to account for his
actions, He seems to have had in view,
while profeming to champlon the interests
of the Metia, ﬁle securing of pecuniary
advantage for bhimselt.” Aud he adds,
after reviewing the evidence : —*“Certaiuly
the evidence entirely fails to relieve the
appellant from responsibility for his con-
duct, if the rule laid down by the judges
in reply to a question put to them by the
House of Lords in MacNaghten’s cass, 10
CL & Fin, 200, be the souud one,”

Mr, Justice Killam says:—%I have
read very carefully the report of the
charge of the magistrate, and it appears to
have been so clearly put that the jury
could have no doubt of their duty 1 cace
they thought the prisoner insane when he
committed the acts in question, They
could not have listened to that charge
without understanding fully that to hriug
in a verdicu of guilty was to declare
emphatically their disbelief in the ins.n
ity of the prisoner,”  Aud agun :—“In
my opinion the evidence was such that the
jury would not have been judified in any
other verdict than that which they gave
*# % % ] hesitate to add anything 1o the
remarks of my brother Taylor uoon the
evilence on the question of mmsaniny. |
have read over very carefully all the evi

express the opinions I have forwed from
its perusal than what is expressed by bi,

deuce that was laid before the jury, acd |
I could say nothing that would mre fully |

I sgree with him also in saying that the f
prisoner has been ably aud zealously | Goveri ment official, in order to compel
defended, and that nothiog that could ! negotiatious, has been stated by him to

assist his ease appears to have been left
untouched.”
OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.

The orgavization and direction of such
& movement is In itself irreconcilable with
this defence ; and the adgnitted facts
appear wholly to displace it. The pris-
oner, eight months before this rehe{liuu
broke ont, was living in the Uuited
States, where he had become naturalized
uuder their laws, and was occupied as a
school teacher, He was solicltm\ to come,
it is said, by a deputation of prominent
men amoog the French half-breeds, who
went to him from the North-West Terri-
tories, and, after a conference, requested
him to return with them, and assist in
obtaining certain rights which they
claimed from the Dominlon Government,
aud the redress of certain alleged griev-
ances, e arrived in the Terntories in
July, 1884, and for a period of eight months
was actively engaged in discusing, Loth
publicly aud privately, the matters for
which he had come, addressing many
public meetings upon them in a setilement
composed of about six huvdred French
and a larger number of Eiglish half
breeds, tozether with others, The B glish
balf breeds and other settlers obssrved his
course, and saw reason to fear the out
break which followed ; but the suggestion
of insanity never ceurred, either to those
who dreaded hisinfl ience in public mat.
ters over his race, and woulld have been
glad to counteractit, or to the many hun-
dreds who uuhappily listened to him and
were guided by his evil conusels to their
ruin,

If, up to the eve of the resort to arms,
is sanity was open to question, it is
unaccountable that vo oue, either among
his followers or his opponents, should
bave called public attention to it. If the
Government had then attempted to place
him under restraint as a lunatic, it is
believed that no one would have been
fouud to justify their action, aud that
those who now assert him to have besn
irresponsible would have been loud and
well warranted in their protest. It may
be well also to eall attention to the obyious
incousisten oy of those personus—not a fow
—who have urged the all
istration of the affairs of the North-West
Territories by the Govervment as a
ground for interfering with the sentence,
without ceasing to iusist upon the plea of
fnsavity, The prisoner ¢ )t have been
entitled to corsideration both as the
Atriotic representative of his race asd an
ireesponsible lunatic, It may be asked,
too, if the leader was fusane, upon wout
foir ground those who were persuaded by
oud followed Rira could be held respon-
sible ; andif not, who conld have Cum
punished for crimes which so unqgaestion-
ably called for it.

It has been urged, Wowever, that his
nature was excitable, and his mental bal
ance uncertain; that as the agitation fa-
creased his natural disposWion overcsne
him, and that the resort to violence was
the result of over-wrought feeling, endiug
in insanity, for which he cannot fairly be
held accountable—that, in short, he was
overc.me by events not foreseen or in-
tended by him, A simple statemect of
the facts will show that this view is wholly
without foundation; that throughout he
controlled and created the events, and
was the leader, not the follower: aod that
the resort to armed violencs was designed
and carried out by him deliberately, and
with a premeditation which leaves no
room whatever for this plea.

RIEL'S ACTIONS AND MOVEMENTS,

The first collision with the Lronps oc-
curred at Duock Lake, on the 26:h of
March, 1885,

Oa the 3ed of March previous the pris-
oner was at a meecting where there were
about sixty of his followers, nearly all
armed. Ie spoke at that weeting, and
said that the police wanted $o arrest him.
“But these,” he said, “are the real police,”
pointing to thoss present.  Ou the 53h he
told Charles Nolin that he had decided to
induce the people to take up arms, and
be had begun to speak to him of doi I8 80
as early as December previous,

Oa the 17th of Mirch ha said to Dr.
G. Willoughby, sixty or seventy armed
half-hreeds being present, that they iu
tended to strike a blow to assert their
rights ; and, pointing to the m. n, “You
see. now I have my police, Tu one week
that little Government police will he
viped out of existence.” He added that
the time had come when he was to rule
this country or perich in the attempt,
aud that the rebelion of fiftesn years a0
(in which he had also been the I wler)
*would not be a patch upon this one.”

To Mr. Lah, whom, on the 18th of
March, at the head of his armed foll ywers,
he arrested, he said that the rebellion ha i
commenced, and they intended to fight
until the whole of the Saskatchewan val-
ley was in their hands; that he had beeu
waiting fifteen years, and at last bis
opporsunity bad come ; and that he would
give the police every opportunity to sur-
render, but if they did not do so there
would be bloodshed,

Onthe same day he,with about fifty armed
followers, came to the stores of the wit
vesses Kerr and Walters, and demanded
th: arms and ammunitior, the removal of
which he superintended.

Ou the 20:h he said to Thomas McKay
that this was Major Crozier’s last oppor-
tunity of averting bloodshed, aud that,
unless he surrendered Forv Carleton, an
attack would be made that night.

Ou the 21st the prisoner sent a demand,
written and signed by himself, to the
same Major Crozier, then in command of
the Mounted Police at Iort Carleton, do
manding an unconditional surrender of
the fort and of his force, and threatening
a war of extermination on refusal. This
demand was not presented as written, be
cause his mesenger who carried it, on
conferring  with Major* Crozier’s repre
seutative, saw that it would be
tomly rejected,

On the 26th the prisoner, with a foree
of between three and four hundred armed
wen, proceeded to atteck the police aud
the volunteers, on their way from Furt
Carleton to Duck Lake, and he himself
gave the command to fire, when uiue

en were Killed,

* has been wade a question which side

d maladwin-

8

peremp-

firea “ret on this oceaston, but Riel’s own
statom to Captain Yonng wa., that
they were endeavouring to surround

Government tory. while Mo jor Crozier
was engrged jna parley v ith one of Riel’s
people ; and that it was pars of his plan

to eapture the police force, or rome high

the Rev.
well a8 to Captain Young.

From that time until the suppresiion
of the rebellion by thy taking of Batoche,
on the 12h of May, he was the U nes
tioned leader of the movement, K ing
urged by Mr. Astley, after the second en
nagement, which took pluce at Fish Crevk,
to allow bim to negotiate, he said to him,
what he also repeated to the witness Ross,
that they must have another victory first,
when they would be able to make better
terms with the Govermment ; aud to the
end he remained, not werely in the
ostenrible, bat io the actual control of the
armed force, Degotiating iu that eapaciy
with the commaunder of whe troops, and
with an authority never doubted by those
who, being his priconers, observed his con
duet, or guetimed by aujone of those in
arms under him,

A CONFIDENTIAL ENQUIRY,

It may be assertcd with confilence that
there never has been a rebellion more
completely dependent upon one man ;
that had he at any moment so dosired, it
would have come to an end ; and that had
he been removed a day before the out
break, it would, in all probability, never
bave oceurred. A dspassionats perusal
of the whole evilence will leave o room
for doubt upon this point, aud that this
was his own opinion appears by his state-
ment to Father Andre, to be presently
referred to, Finally, undoz this he d, a8
regards the mental state of the prisouer,
afrer his trial and before exe cution, care-
ful enquiry was wade into this (uestion
by medical experts employed ¢ nfiden
tally by the Governmeut for that pur-
pose, and nothing was elicited showing
auy chavge in his mental powers or cast-
log any doubt upon his perfect knowl
edge of his ctime, or justifyi K the idea
that he had not such meutal capacity as to
know the nature and quality of the aet
for which he was convicted, as to know
that the act was wrong, and as to be able
to control his own conduect,

THE POLITICAL PRETENCE.

(3 ) Ithas been urged that the prisoner’s
erime was a political one, iuspired by pol
itical motives alone; that a rebelli i
prompted only for the redress of alleged
political grievances differs widoly from an
ordinary criwe, and th A, howaver err
eous may be the judgment of its leade r,
in endeavoriog to redress the 81 pposed
wrongs of others, he is entitlod, at leas y
to be regarded as unselfisn and as in his
own view patriotic.

This ground has been most earnestly
cousidered, but the Guvernment has be “n
unable to recognize i the prisoner a poli
tical offender only, or to seo that uponthe
evidence there can be any doubt that his
motives ware mainly selfish, Ou thecon
trary, it seoms plaa that he was willing at
any moment, for the sake of Kain, to
desert his deluded followers, and to aban
don his efforts for the redress of thelr alloged
gricvances if, under cover of them, he
could have ohtatned satisfaction for his

own  personal money demands, It
is  belfeved that wany who have
espoused  his  cause and desired to

avert from him the sentence which the
law pronounced must have houn fgnorant
of this fact, or cannot duly have considered
its proper effect, for it eeems lucredible
that snyoue kaowing it could regard the
prisoner ss entitled 1o the character of
a  patriot, or adopt him a3 the
representative of an honorable race. 1t 1«
to be remembared that the prisoner had
left this country and gone to the Upitd
States, where hs had becowms an Ameri Al
citizen, e was brought hore, therefore,
avowedly to represent the claims of others,
although in his letter of acceptance to the
delegates he mentioned his own griev:
ances as enabling him to make common
cause with them. It is clear, however,
from tho evideuce of Dr, Willoughby and
Mr, Astley, that from the beginning his
own demand, which he himself claimed
aguinst the Goverument, was uppermost
ia his thoughts, and as eatly as December
he attempted to make a direct bargain
with the Governmeat for its satisfaction.
Father Andre was a witness called on
behalf of the prisoner, and there ean be
o reason whatever t, (uestion the cor
rectuess < £ his statement. Ilis evidence
on cross-exawmination by Mr, Caegrain was
as follows :

Q. I believe in the mouth of December,
1854, you bad an interview with Riel and
Nolin with regacd to a cortain sum of
money which the prisoner claimed from
the Federal Government ¢

A. Not with Nolin
present at the interview ?

Q. The prisoner was there ?

A. Yes,

Q. Will you please state what the pris
ouer asked of the Federal Government 7

A. I bad two interviews with the pris-
oner on that subj-ct

Q. The prisouer claimed a certain in-
demnity from the Foderal Government,
didn’t he 7

A When the prisoner made his claim 1
was there with another gentleman, aud he
azked from the (iovernment $100,000,
We thought that was exorbitant, and the
priconer said, ‘Wait a little; I will take at
ouce $35,000 cash,’

Q Aud on that condition the prisoner
Was to leave the country, if the Govern-
ment yave him the $33,000 ¢

A. Yes, that was the condition he put.

Q When was this ¢

A. This was on the
1884,

Q. There way also another interview
between you and the prisoner ?

A. There has been about twenty inter-
views between us,

Q. He was always after you to ask you
to use your influence with the Federal
Government to obtain his indemuity 7
A The first time he gpake of it was on
the 12th of December. e had never
spoken a word about it before, and on the
23rd of December he spoke about it again

Q He talked about it very frequently ?

A On these two oceasions only,”

Q. That was his great occupation ?

A. Yer, at thore times,

Q. I3 1w not trae that the piisoner told
you be himself was the half breed ques-
ton f

Nolin was not

23rd December,

A. He did not say 50 in express terma,
but he couveyed that idea, e said: ‘i
am eatisfied the half breeds will he 1
i explain this, This objection wa

; wade to hiw, that even if the Government
goted him the $.5,000 the h { breed
question would remain Y eame b
raid, in answer to that, Tt 1 . _sa sted |

the half breeds will be,’

Q. Is it not a fact he told you ne wo- 11!

A, Yen, he said :
you oau ; you may not get ali that, hufget
all you can, and "if you get liss wo will
see.

Use all the ivtl 1epee

THE EVIDENCE OF NOLIN

This evidence confirms that of Chagles
Nolin, a very prominent half vreed)
tme Minister of Agriculture iu the
ernment of Manitoba, who hal s rongly
sympathized with Riel and the movement,
until armed rebellion besawme i ninent,
when ho separated from hiw, aud after.
wards gave evidence forthe Ciowa. This
was his testimony ;—
“In the beginning of Decomder, 1884,
he began to show a desire to have money ;
he spoke to me about it first, [ think.”

Q. How much did he say he wanted |

A. The ficet time he spokv of money 1
thivk he saidl he wanted $10,000 “or
$15,000,

Q. I'rom whom would he get the money?

A. The first time he spok: ahoat it
he did not know any particalir plan te
get it ; at the same time he to'd me that
ho wanted to claim an indem ity f m

the Canadian Government, 11+ that
the Canadian Government ow. him
about §100,000, and then the ¢ stion

arose who the persous were whoo Lic would
have to talk to the Governinent aboat
the indemuity. Some time after that the
prisoner told me that he hadau ivterview
with Father Audre, and that he had wmade
peace with the Charchjthat since his arrival
in the country he had tried to separate
the people from the clergy ; that until
that time he was at open war almost with
the clergy. He said that he weut to the
church with Father Audre, aud in ths
presence of another priest ana the Blessed
Sacrament he had made peacs aud said he
would never again do anything against
the clergy. Father Aundre told him he
would use his inflaence with the Govern-
ment to obtain for him $35,000  He said
that he would be coutented with $35,000
then, and that he would settle with the
Government himself for the balancs of
the $100000, The agreement took placa
at St. Laurent, and then Father Aadre
went back to his mission at Prince Al-
bert,

() Before December were there meet.
ings at which Riel speke, aul at which
yoit were present {

A, Yes.

() How many ]

A, Till the 24th February, [ nssisted st
reven meetings, to the best of my know.
ledge.

Q Did the prisoner tell you what pe
would do if the Government pail him the
idewnity in question ?

A. Yo,

Q' What did he tell you?

A, He said if he got the money he
wauted from the Government, he said he
would go wherever the Government
wished 1o send bim. He had told that to
Favher Andre. If he was an embarrass-
wment to the Government by remainiug in
the North- West he would even go to the
Proviuce of Qaebee. "le said also that if
he gut the money he would go tn%:
Unitel States aud etart a paper, and &
tho other nationslities in the States. )
said :—‘Bafore the gress is that high in
this country, you wili ses foreign armies
i this country.”  Ho «aid, ‘I will com-
mouce by destroying Manitoba, aud then [
will come and destroy the North- Westand
take posseseion of the North.-West,”

Much has been made of the argument
that the prisoner came here at the request
of others, but for which he would nave
rewained away, aud that being here he
desired Lo return to the United Siates,
and would have doneso were it not for the
urgency of those who had induced him to
come.  As to this Charles Nolin swore as
follows :—

Q. Was there a meeting about that
time, about the Sth or 24th of February ¢

A. A meeting |

Q. At which the prisoner spoke ?

A. Taere was & meeting on the 24th of
February, when the prisoner was present.

Q. What took place at that meeting ;
did the prisoner say anythiog about his
departing for the United Staves?

A, Yes.

Q  What did the prisoner tell you abou:
that 7

A. He told me that it woull bes well to
try and make it appeac as if they wantea
to stop him going to the States.  Five or
six persons were appointed to £0 amony
the people; aud when Riel's goivg away
was spoken about, the people were to sey
‘No, no.” It was expected that Gagaon
wonld be there, but he was not there.

tiel never had any intention of leaving
the country.

Q. Who instructed the people to de
thac?

A. Riel suggested that himself,

Q. Wasg that put in practice ?

A. Yoo

The conmsel for the other half breed«
who pleaded guilty, also stated in court
that Riel bad himself procured the request
to him to come to this country; aud on
two occasions in court these learned gentle
men most earnestly and indignantly de
nounced the prisoner as one who had
misled and deceived their clients, and te
whom all the misery and ruin which this
unhappy rebellion had browght upon
them was to be attributed.

HIS TAMPERING WITH THE INDIANS,

But if an unselfish desire could be
credited to the prisoner to redress political
wrongs even by armed rebellion, it would
at least have been necessary to disprove
the charge which lies vgainst him, that in
his own mind the claims of humanity had
no place, but that he was prepared to
carry out his designs by bringing upon ax
unoffending people all the horrors of au

ludian 1ising, with the outrages and
atrocities which, as he knew full well,
must inevitably accompany it. That this
cannot be disproved, but that it is beyord
all dispute true, the evidence makes plais.
From the beginning, even before Duck
Lake, be was found in company with
ludians armed, aud to the end he availed
himself of their assistance, In that en
gagement, the first oceasion of bloodshed,
according to the evidence of the witnesses

Astley, Ross, and William Tompkins, the
Indiaus composed a large portion of hie
forece—oue-third, or thereabouta,

lu aJetter found in the camp of Pound
Maker, an Indian chief, in the priconer’s
handwriting, avd signed by him, alter de-
rertbing io the most exaggerated languege
what 18 termed their vietory at Duck
I ke, it is said :—"Pruise God for the
Ila bas given us  Capture all the
police you possibly can. Preserve their
arms, Take Fort Battle, but save the

even Accept a less sum than the $35,00¢ { ' provisions, muniti ‘ns and arme- Send s
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