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Editorial,

Lumbermen and the C. P. R.
The announcement made by Vice-President W,
W. White, of the C.I>.RR., that unless the lumben

manufacturers were prepared  to  supply  their

voods to the consumer at a more moderate price
the C.I>.R. company would cstablish large lumber-
mills, has brought forth some scathing criticisms
of the big railway concern by manufacturers o.
the Coast and elsewhere. T’he Vancouver Ledger,
in taking up the subject, published an interview
with one of the lcading millmen in B. (., who
said

I do not know anything about what profits
the retail dealers have on their goods, and do
not know that it is any particular business of
mine, but 1 do know that the prolits of saw-
mills in B. C. have not been satistactory up to
the present time, and when Mr. Whyte, or any
other ollicial of the C.P’.IR., makes assertions such
as he is alleged to have made in the interview,
he is  guilty of interference with our busines:
which is entirely unwarranted, and the C. 1. IR.
should be last of all to make such gn attack.

We have never presuried to interfere with
the C. I’ R. as to what they shall charge for
freights, and have never Jound any fault with
their recent sharp advances i

west-bound freight
rates, even although this will mean a good deal
to us, but we do not think it fair that they
shiould make us scapegoats and try to pull the
wool over the eyes of the public in this manner.
The C.IP.R. are to-day getiing more out of o
husiness a great deal than we are,” was the sharp
reply. ““As an in-tance, I might cite several re-
cent shipments, one car containing about 16,000
feet, the net amount of the invoice is $195.00),
while the freight on this car is $355.00 : a second
car containing over 11,000 feet nets us $133.00,
while their freight is $250.00 ; so that it is ap-
parent that while lumber scems high at the de-
livered end, the biggest portion of the price s
the cost of freight.™
Dealing with the same question, another manii-

lacturer said

A shipment now leing made hrings up 8$36.16
per thousand ot point of celivery, Ont of this
the C.I'. R.'s charges are precisely 821,906 pel
thousand, leaving to us $11.50 per thousand

Now  for that S11.50 per t(housand, the
imber-mill Las to maintain timmber limits under
heavy rentals and royaities The timber has to
he et and put into the water, alterwards towed
to the mills under risk or loss. which frequently
o curs The Tmmber has o be manufactured  at
the mills, and after orvders are secured. the cars
liave to be loaded and shipped Then the lum-
Pertnan s1ts down and waits for his money  till
he gets it Il the C.I.R. does for its lion's
have of the price, id to haul the car and delive

to the customer whom the mill has found,

andl
the latter pays the freieht charges and unloads
the car hinselr The whole Ltransaction, so fig
as the C.I’.RR. is concerned, does 1ot tiakhe over

ten days.

While the controversy between these two gliran-
tic vcorporations; the (., I”. IV, and ihe [.imibe
dealers’ Association, continuc-, and new licht is

leine thrown on the trad constmers are ohliged

o prayv the sarne hich price for Lambes \ reason
able conclusion of the whole atter is that  the

Mreight rates are excessive, and the cost of anil
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F 1A Big Convention Expected.
Reporis coming from all corners of the I'ros-

ince of Manitoba indicate that the Grain-growe.s

convention to he held in Brandon at 2 o'cloch

on Wednesday next will he one of the lareest farm

ers’ meectings on record There are several «ues
tioms of vital importance to he discussed, and
the Provincial executive are desirous of having as
large a  representation  as possible. Although
enly one year has elapsed since the motement as-
sumed  Provineial  organization, it has alreidy
proven itsell more than worthy of the support and
commendation of every right-thinking farmer. 1In
the Northwest Territories the nced for such an
association was at first, perhaps, more pronounce.l
than in Manitoba, and to the enterprising farm-
ers of Assiniboia must go the credit for first tak-
ing up the work, but the unanimity ol opinion
which has existed during the past yvoar between
the two central associations has heen as much 0
matter of surprise to those who would not har e
1t so, as it has been one of gratilication to those
who look forward to a future of unmistakabie
nsefulness on the part of Grain-growers' Associa
tions

It will be remembered that ot Drandon  one
Year  ago  various questions were di cnssed Hpo
which a decision had been reached at the annnal
Territorial meeting  some weeks previously, an
where  the  conclusion  of the Manitoha meeting
differed  the executive. of the older associatio
showed o disposition to, and did, incline toward
their decision. This was as it should have bee.
“ Farmers ocould do anything 'if they would only
hang together, but they won't,” has long been a
familiar epitome, hut if {he grain-crowers of this
country are jprepared to continue shoulder to
shoulder, and as an organization purstue in mod
e ation a coarse of ungualiticd uscfulness, sirch as
has characterized their actions during the  yeo
1903, the time has fortunately come when it nmay
be said that they cannot only do  hut they will.

A\t the Territorial convention recently held  in
Regina the principal features of the grain trade were
pretty thoroughly gone into, and the conclusions
arrived at by the association are commended  to
the “mioderate  and intelligent  consideration  of
those who mect in Dhandon on I'eb, drd. The
Grain Inspection Act is one of (he topics tha
deserves  a thorough  shakine np, and especially
that  section of it which permits ol systematic
blending and mixing., It is as unrcasonable in
its permission as it is unjust to the erain o
of Wester
farmers  to  test the inflienee of those Ihastern

factors that playv upon the CGiovertmentil

ducer, and it now hecomes the (it

tring

at Ottawa for its continua e, et there Le no

neertain sound  from Manitoha  and the Terri
tories on this que tion, and the <to of

and grinding cast of Dort Avthar will e

Nl =4

[rivst
Of the other l"\ll'~'f’l!\ hearvine apon the
frade there will copne iy for disen-Kion Ve e
sityv ol a change e onr systewn of  gradinge
whether  grain-crowers should e Lepresented o
the Grain Standards Board: and i ous others

In addition to these there are the problemn

arising from the coal and Iimber combine O
pronoinecient hould he de
livered, and an nltirvnatum prepared

I'he  “ Farmer! \dvocate

thich an cinphatic

hespeaks for  the
an nterestine, intellicent and enjoy-

abille meeting, and truars that the <ame

convention

unanimity
of thoneht anil co v>|u-‘-;HiHH i ospirt as charac
terized the mecting one vear ago may predomi-

nate on Wednesday and Thirsday next
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Wheat ‘Breeding in Canada.

\t the organiszation meeting ol the American

Plant and Animal Breeders’ Asso tation, held in

St. Louis, Mo., on Dce. 29th and 30th, Dr. Wi,
Saunders, Ottawa, is credited with showing that

Preston, Stanley  and other wheats bhred by him

have been widely distributed throughout the en-
tire Dominion. I'he report goes on 1o say  that

Preston wheat has heen tested as o its  milling

and baking qualitics Iy leadding experts in Britain

and in Minnecapolis, and found practically as goodd

as Red Iire. It is also said to be in the lead in
vield per acre in several experiment stations  in
(‘anada.

Whether Dr. Saunders has been correctly  pe-

ported In the abstract press report sent out by

the American Brecders’ \ssociation we are not in
a position to say, veither do we wish to detract

from the value of any good work which he iy
be doing at Ottawa for this country. We helieve
that plant  breeding  is, Lo the
Woest

Farmers of  the
, one of the most important lines into which
scientific research is beinge extended to-day
when an investigator can by

and
selecting and cross

g varieties produce o wheat that will vield even

one hushel per acre more than, and he of equal

quality to, Red Fife, he has added to the finan-
cial advancement of agriculture heyond estimate.
In looking over the reports of the experimental

farms at Brandon and Indian Head, it does not

appear that up to the present time anyvthing has
neen done through the cliorts of plant hreeders (o
produce . wheat that can he tecommended (o
take™the place of the one now generally

grown
\t Indian Tlead the repont

from the tield plots in
1902 shows Stanley four and |

lehind Red

‘reston nine hushels
Iife, and at Brandon during the past
two years peither of these varietios are seen high
on the report ol trial plots. At bhoth
farms  the superintendents  are

these
doimng careful ex
perimenting, bhut they are not stupposed 1o carry
on plant breeding, nor hivve they e nor faeil

1ies Jor so doing Manitoba and the l'ervito 1es

con titute the great wheat Producing arca of Can
ada, and it is only reasonable Lo npeest  that g
projperly qualified hotanist  he

tahke

commissioned  to
up active work in plant breeding in Wester,
Canada. The worlh that is being
O tawa

carrvied  on ot
along this line may have produced as gogd

results for the West as il it had bheen carried on

at cither Brandon or Indian lead, but it newve

can be accepted with (he  saone degree

«'4')\' 0

Ol conl

I there  are  any Laritners  who have orown
Stanley or Preston wheat's I any il ity (o g
the last year, we would be glad 1o have  then

Ovinton, giving a comparison with ed IMifo.

Learning to Grade Wheat.

Stnee grading of wheat is ¢

SO LHprort gt theye
oneht to e some proctical mean hereby farme
bro ISl 1o Dy ros their knowledee on this

bicet conld get ihe desited information Why

Fould there not be preactical demonst ra 1ons givey

orea~ionall I those  who are pregarded  as
adathoritiecs i the work 2 Somples ol the dii-
terent vrades would he interesting il exhibited at
A Tarmers’ aneeting, and the reason shown, not

reerely told, how ane prade differs Iron another

Corn is the great crop of the Middle States, and
they have corn-judging schools' down there. Wheat
is the great crop of this country - why should our
Youne tarmers, and older ones as well, not have
O neans of stadying this ol Important swb-
et 2 Who can answer 2




