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632 THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

changes shouid be made. The scheme proposed
involves a co-ordination of all the agricultural
orgamizations of the county under one central
organization. No name has been determined up-
on—in fact all the details have not been worked
out definitely, but it would result in something
of the nature of a County Board of Agriculture.
This would include ropresentatives of the Farm-
ers’ Clubs, of the Agricultural and Horticultural
Fruit Growers, Co-operative and other Socleties,
representatives of the Township Councils, Wo-
men’s Institutes, Board of Trade or Publicity As-
sociation. With these for the first year would
be included representatives of the present Insti-
tutes. THis organization would be supported by
provincial and municipal grants, and would plan,
in co-operation with the District Representatives,
the work to be carried orr in that County, nam-
ing the places for meetings, short courses, etc.
The plans for this co-ordinating agricultural
organization received considerable comment, most-
ly favorable, and it is probable that something
definite will be done within g short time.
NEEDS OF AGRICULTURE.

The main discussion on agricultural aflfairs
took place on a resolution submitted by the Op-
position, being moved by Thos. Marshall, Member
for Lincoln, as follows :

““That in view of the serious decline in our
rural population, acco'npanied by a marked fall-
ing off in food production, in the face of Ontario’s
unsurpassed agiticultural possibilities and millions
of acres of wunoccupied agricultural iand, this
House is of the opinion that a great advance in
the agricultural policy of the Government is one
of the most urgent and vital needs of Ontario
to-day, such policy to include—(1) Makine more
available to rural communities the scientific and
technical knowledge taught in our agricultural
college, by the establishment of agricultural
schools and demonstration farms throughout the
Province; (2) The inauguration of an effective sys-
tem of rural credits; (3) The development of co-
operative eifort in buying and selling; (4) Finan-
cial assistance by way of loans at a low rate of
interest, on the security of land and improve-
ments, to assist desirable settlers in establishing
themselves in the parts of the Province,
and to enable farmers in the older parts of the
Province to improve and increase the i produc
tivity of their lands.”

To this the Minister replied. ITe said the
nature and causcs of the decline in rural popula-
tion were well known, and quoting recent figures
from the Bureau of Industries statistics he
showed conclusively that Ontario’s food produc
tion was increasing and not failing off.

As to the question of demonstration farms, he
claimed that farmr demonstrations, which had
been the policy of the Department for the past
few vears, were nmore effective as an educational
agency. As to agricultural schools, he pointed
out that theyv could not be establish~d untii senti
ment would sunport them, and if the time came

newer

when that would he the case, gnd he seemed to
think that such a time would come, it would he
due to the prelicivrary wort which had been done

bv the District Pepresentatives in inenlegting i
the rising generation a desire for gericultural in-
struction, whie» had b en ab'sent a few vears geo.

On the question of rural credits and iloans he
said the Department had collected a considorable
amount of information and the subiect was re
ceiving consideration, but no definite announce-
ment could be made at the present time

The motion was voted down by the Govern
ment, and the following submitied
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cultural industry as illustrated among other

things by higher standards and increased returns
per acre, and this House desires to place on
record its appreciation of the (-m'o\ln\gumvnt,. of
agricultural instruction in schools; the umomb
ment of District Representatives; the hnl(hng})f
Short Courses and Rural School Fairs; the giving
of farm demonstrations and the encouragement l.n
co-operative organization and effort, and this
House commends the well-defincd policy of the
Government to continue this work and to ta'e
such other stejs as may be necoessary and to ala
the development of the newer districts, by the
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mental work £n farming, the advancing of seed
to settlers and every other practical method.
GOOD ROADS.

The new Minister of Public Works, lonorable
I'. G. Macdiarmid, emphasized his first Session by
two important Bills on the very important sub-
ject of good roads. One was an Amendment to

the Highway Improvement Act, under which
most of the highway improvement has been done
during the past twelve years or more. This

amendment incrcased the amount of aid from the
Province from one-third as in the past to 40%.
It also made the members of County Councils
personally liable for seling that all mon~y raised
by an issue of debentures for road construction
should Le used for this purpose and no other.

The other Bill was cited as the Ontario ligh-
wavs Act, and follows up the recommendations of
the Tiighway Conmission which was appointed
over a year ago. It contains many important
provisions, one of the most important being that
the Province will contribute a sum equal to 20%
of monies expended by a (ounty upon the main-
tenance and repair of roads under the Highway
Improvement Act It also provides that the
Province will contribute up to $150 for -the
salary of a road overseer or foreman appointed
by any township municipality. Provision is also
made whereby suburban roads leading into cities
of over 10,000 may be constructed under a (om-
mission, and the cost borne on a ratio of 30% by
the County, 307 by the city or town and 40% by
the Province, providing that the amount con-
tributed by the Province shall not exceed $4,000
per mile

Similarly, provision is wmade for the construce
tion of any road which is designated by the
[.leutenant Governor-in-Council as a main road,
and which shall he constructed by a Board of
I'rustees of not more than five members, Pro
vincial aid to such a road is on the same basis
as suburban roads. Power is also given to the
Licutenant Governor-in-Council to prohibit or
reoculate the erection of sign hoards and fix a
liconse fee for the same [t is not expected that
this Act will hecome eTective this vear unless in
excertional casrs where the County  Courcil at
their June Ses ion are prepared to nrocecd. The
Act or any porition of it mav be bhrought into
forece by a Proclamation of the Liecutenant Gon
ernor-in-Council
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Extra Postage Required,

As pointed out in our issue of i
page 536, the war stamp taxes 23"1:“1’
effect April 15. On and after tha‘:
date it will be necessary to add an extra
cent to letters and cards posted. A card
or letter that ordinarily required a 1 cent
stamp will now require 2 cents and one
formerly carried by a 2 cent stamp wil]
require 3 cents (a two and a one). D,
not fordget this as letters nst Searing

g the
extra ‘‘ war stamp *’ will go to the dead
letter office or be returned to the sender
Subscribers, contributors and advertisers.
as well as all others, should bear thisiﬁ
mind. The tax may be paid by the
special stamp marked ‘‘war tax’’ or by an
ordinary 1 cent stamp.

Postage stamps may be used for the pre-
payment of war duties on bank cheques
bills of exchange, promissory notes, er
press money orders, proprietary or patent
medicines, perfumery, wines or cham-
pagne, as well as upon letters and post-
cards, postal notes and post office money
orders. the intention being to provide
facilities in those portions of the country
where excise stamps are not readily avail-
able.

Postal money orders, express money
orders, bank cheques and receipts to
banks by depositors must bear a 2 cent
stamp and postal notes a 1 cent stamp.
The issuer of a cheque and the purchaser
of the money order or postal note pays
this amount. A penalty of $50 is provided
for the person who neglects to place the
necessary stamp on a cheque or savings
bank receipt.

The Maritime Iorse Show, held in Ambherst, N.
S, April 7, 8 and 9, drew a good attendance.
I'xhihits were somewhat smaller in some class2s,
hut on the whol> the show was a success, and the
attendance totalled fully 10 per cent. more than
that of last vear. Soldiers stationed at Ambherst
helped to swell the attendance very np[leriahl.\'-
I'rifting ice in Pictou 1larbor and the Northum-
beriand  Straits prevented the Prince Edward
Islan 1 exhilfi 8 from reaching the show. Sp:c: does
not permit of a full report this issue, but in our
Iorsp Department April 22 there will appear a8
full report of the show. The management are
to he congrgtulated upon its grood success in war
time
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