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AN INTERCSTING REMINISCECE.

At the jubilee celebrationof Westmins-
ter ohurch, Mount Forest, Senator Me-
Mullen told how the site for church and
manse was secured. Our older readers
will recognize in Dr. Burns, Rev. Ro
bert Burns, first minister of Knox
church, Tororw, whose inspiring mis-
slonary visits to many weak churches in
Ontario is still remembered by the sur.
viving pioneers, Senator McMullen said:

““We went to Toronto, thore were no
railways then, narrow gauge r broad
guage, via Guelph, and to the best of
my recollection I think the Grand
Trunk was then finished as far as that
point. When we landed in Toronto we
went to Dr., Burns' house and found
the old Doctor at breakfast in his dress-

ing gown. After finishing he came into
the parlor and Mr. Jas. Reid introduced
us to him. He remained in the parlor
while Mrs. Burns adjusted his tie and
prepared him to go out to see ‘he i
missioner of Crown Lands. When he
was In shape we started off. Of course
there were no street cars in those lays
and we had not thought of taking a ar
riage for the Doctor. On the way ‘o
Mr. VanKoughnet's office we thought
he would surely be run over, when ne
approached a corner or went to €ross a
road he rushed straight ahead, thinking
every one knew Dr. Burns and would
stop for him, but we reached Mr. Van
Koughnet's office at last and found the
ante room full of people waitingto see
the Commissioner of Crown Lands. The
Doctor looked round and came to the
conelusion that if we would have to wait
untill these people were all attended to
it would be a long time, so he handed
his card to a messenger and said, “Tell
Mr. VanKoughnet that Dr, Burns wants
to see him.” The messenger came back
in a minute and said that Mr Van
Koughnet would see him. When we
entered his office Mr. VanKoughnet got
up and gave Dr. Burns his ohair and
shook hands with the rest of ns, and
the Doctor lost no time in telling him
our business, He asked if we had made
a selection and when told the lot, ete.,
rang a bell and set to see if the lot were
takei: up. We found that Mr, Traynor,
of the O.8.R. had made application for
it, but Dr. Burns said, “You know it is
a lot to build a church on and it must
be a becoming lot and this is the only
place in the town ghat would suit, Mr.
Traynor will be paid for any trouble he
has had. Mr. VanKoughnet said he
would have to comply with his request
and cancelled the lot to Mr, Traynor and
entered it to the Presbyterian Church of
Mount Forest as a gift from the Crown.
After he had done that, D:. Burns said,
“You know Mr, VanKayghnet, when you
have a church you have to have a manse
t00.” 8o we got the site for that also.
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UNION OF CHURCHES.

A notable gathering was that at Oity
Road Wesleyan Chapel, London, Eng
land, September 17, when 700 delegates
and officials of three Hiothodilt hotd:e;
met to give effect to their agregment fo
union. .!'l'hn bodies thus prought toge-
ther were the Methodist, New Connec-
tion, the Bible Christian Church, and
the United Methodist Free Church. Pre
viously there had been held a reception
to the visitors, and after the important
meeting of the 17th a thanksgiving ser
vice, a great missionary demonstration
and a young le's rally were held
in City Temple. On Wednesday the
lord mayor and sheriffs of the city of
London attended in state and extended
a civic welcome to the united body. This
is the largest Methodist reunion that has
ever taken place in England, and e
new organization, which is to be known
as the United Methodist Church, begins
its work strong in membership and in
the best of spirit.

AN APPEAL T¢, THE SOBER-
MINDED,

(Concluded.)

The position of the Methodist minis-
try is slightly different. John Wesley
did not empower any of his preachers
to dispense ordinances. Tt is true that
he did ordain some individuals to the
preshyterate, but his doing so only
makes it clearer that the great mass of
Weslevan preachers at first received no
recognition as ministers of the Gospel
in the full sense of the term. Tt is
well known that Wesley d verv

ing to us all love and honor as brethren
in Christ, conscientiously declines to
admit us into ministerial fellowship.
80 do- I regard, and similarly would I
act towards those brethren of the
Methodist and Congregational commu-
nions who have not the necessary con-
tinuity of office.

When forming corporate union with
these bodies, the form of ordination
might be dispensed with. Recognition
of their *“ de facto " standing would be
sufficient. They already have all that
is symbolized in the rite, and their

| tion with us would engraft

severely those who attempted to dis-
charge what he termed priestly func-
tions. i.e., the functions of presbyters.
It was not until 1836 that the confer-
ence began to ordain, and by that time
all who had heen clergymen of the
Church of England had passed away.
Whether Wesley really possessed the
power he claimed. as a New Testament
bishop, to ordain those whom he®thus
set apart. is a very debateable question.
He was a clergyman of the Church of
England. und under vows of nbedience
te his bishop and ecclesiastical law.
He had no right, without renouncine
these authorities and separating him-
self from that chureh, to perform fune-
tions which were forbidden to him bv
the discipline to which he owed submis-
sion. His action was, to say the least
entirely irregular. Tt is simple historic
fact that Wesleyan orders as conferred
to-day were self assumed by those who
inaugurated them in 1836, and those of
the Methodist Episcopal Church of the
United States rest upon the doubtful
action of Wesley and those presbyters
of ‘he English Church who united with
him in ordaining the superintendent
and *elders " who organized that body
On the other hand, Methodists do
not hold the low views of Congrega-
tionalists in regard to the ininisterial
office. They would. T believe, willingly
wineur in all that our standards teach
regarding its sacred functions. In
uniting with them we would receive a
reinforcement of spiritnal life and
energy, and the union would not be
ial. C tionalism stands
for latitude of belief and a minimum
of authority, but Methodism gives no
uncertain sound on the cardinal truths
of salvation, and loyally maintains the
close articulation of church courts and
the subordination of all to a supreme
court.
1 am very far from regarding our

evangelical brethren as * intruders "
wiose ‘“ecclesiastical acts” are * g0
many impious nullities.” 1 gladly re-

ceive them as honored brethren in the
Lord, called by the Holy Spirit to their
work, and as fully and effectually
ministering to the edification of the
Body of Christ as the saintliest Presby-
terian. I have no hesitation in ex-
changing pulpits with them, for I be-
lieve that Christ has accepied them.
and therefore I have no right to refuse
them the most complete fellowship
consistent with the affirmation of mv
own belief. My attitude towards them
18 analogous to that of the Baplist
towzidg them and us. They fail te
couform to one of our Saviour's insti.
tutions, and #0 T cannot but regard
their orders as irregular. That, as far
as we can see, the Master's presence
and blessing rests with them as really
us with us, does not prove that the
original constitution of the ministrv
has been abrogated. The Holy Bpirit
does not surely intend to throw dis
credit upon the order He Himself estab-
lished by the hands of the Apostles.
Tt only proves that the gospel is always
the power of God unto salvation to
evers one who believes, no matter bv
whom it is preached. much more when
godly men, full of faith and the Holy
Ghost, act as the stewards of God's
mysteries of truth and blessing. As a
Baptist considers that we have not
obeved what he believes to be a divine
ordinance, namely, believer-baptism by
immersion, and therefore while accord.

them into the historic stem. Ordina-
tion is superfluous, and could not but
be isund d and ded as
humiliating; moreover, the mere out-
ward rite would receive an undue em-
phasis. But unless the doctrine of
our standards becomes that of the
united church and there is an explicit
stipulation in the union contract that
for the future the practice of the church
shall conform to it, T do not see how
any Presbyterian, of the Westminster
type, can come into the union. Very
many much more important questions
may be left open because they treat of
inferences drawn from statements or
facts which all parties acknowledgze to
be true. But this concerns the doing,
or not doing a certain thifg. If our
standards rightly formulate the teach.
ing of the New Testament, no one nay
assume the office of a presbyter without
presumption, and no one may confer
the office upon another unless he has
himself received it. What possible
room for compromise is there in the
case?

Mr. Editor, I feel very deeply the im
portance of raising this question now.
The views T have expressed I have
held for over thirty years. T would
never have become a Prebyterian min
ister if T had not found the church's
doctrines in accordance with what
seemed to me the clear teaching of the
Bible. T have never pressed my onin
ions upon the notice of my brethren
before because there was no snecial
reason for doing sc  But now T must
speak. when the banos are proclaimed,
or forever hold my peace. Rilence
would be unfaithfulness to my convie-
tions, and would bar me from the
action which T must take in the event
of a union on the suggested basis,
This is my apology for these lengthy
letters which trespass upon the patience
of yonr readers and the indulgence of
vourself. Hoping that what has been
written  will interest many of your
readers and convince some that the
doctrine of our standards must be ex.
rressed in our nrocednre, and that it
mnet not he permitted to mo by de.
fanlt in the union neeotiations, and
also thankine vou verv much for the
onnartunity von have given me of Inving
the matter hefore the miblie of our
chureh, T heg to bring the anhieet tn a
close, PACTFICUDS,

“THE CALL OF THE WILD"

There is nat another place an the con.'
tinent of America ty compare with the
“Highlande of Ontario” for deer and
moose huntine. This nart of Canada
still forme a nortion of that small yem.
nant of the world’s pristine wilderness
—not vet the ahode of man and his
michty oivilization,

Northern Ontarin with its rich re-
sources is regarded as the richest deer
and moose country in the world.

Moose season in the Moose country
opens October 16th for 31 days, Deer
season in the Deer country opens No-
vember 1st for 15 days.

These sections of Ontario are the
places to hunt and valuable information
as to how and 'lh.’lllw g.t.ﬁ';;m‘;zd l:l
articulars can be had Y pesh-
il:;., J. Quinlan, D.P.A., Grand Trunk
Railway System, Bonaventure Station,
Montreal.




