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While we Presbyterians in England 

never allow ourselves -to forwt that we 
are little aim 
we think we

than we liave, they, on their side, are 
moving towards ideals of ours. Of tin* 
kind is the movement which was hea-i 
e<i by tlie late Dr. Parker towards the 
consolidation of the Congregational 
l'hurohe»; and tlie same or a similar g>ul 
was in view in the remarkable speeches 
of some of tlie leaders of the Baptist 
Union at its recent meetings; while ttie 
negotiations in progress among our Me 
thod 1st brethern (already Presbyterian in 
Church government) point in the «Jirec 
tiim of a further assimilation to our 
system in the matter of lay représenta 
non and administration.

Our numerical ami tiuaueial progress, 
though not quite so rapid in prop 
to our sue as in the days ot wii 
may call the Presbyterian Kevivial, is 
still steady ami encouraging; we have 
men of tne greatest promdse in tne 
younger ranas oi the ministry, and tne 
success of our college at Cambridge, 
where we are vraimug Englishmen lot 
tiie English pulpit, give* us great hope 
fur tlie future; uiougli on 
uur limited resources, we have 
mouse ventral missions wiucli appeal to 
the eye and to the imagination, we have 
a large uuinüer of taiuilut, sell denying 
men doing excellent service in the darn 
e*t places of the in me hem; and uur 
foreign work is, we believe, larger unu 
more successiui in proporuou to our 
numbers and resources uian that of any 
oUier Unurvii in Llmsienuom, with tne 
single exception oi tlie Moravians, vve 
have suffered financially in commun wain 
utnet «leuvmiuauous during the past 
years of depression, nut tine general n 
lierai it y of the Uiiurch has been main 
tained; and tius year tiie muniikeui 
gift of £50,000 by Sir William Dunn for 
Home and Foreign Missions, and tlie 
training of the ministry, has gi 
new impulse to our energy and n 
ness. W e look eagerly for 
triumph of Presbyterianism, but to the 
co mil

apostolic Church or Federation, which 
will include all tiie Churches of Christ 
that are true to Him and to His gusj*l 
of redeeming love.

THE M'DDLE AGES OF JEWISH 
HISTORY.

By Rev. ,J. L. Sieber.
me dark picture which the Apwtle 

I.ml gnes u# in the first chap tew of lu# 
Epirtle to the Romane is md too dark to 
A*'"1* the ruin and de|«ir into nhicli 
Ihe |,a*an world I,ad fallen prior to the 
eonting Of II,mt The ,r«l Kerd of

lllef ■""r"1 *»’>•" «ere ...dt a 
lirenae lor am. 'It were letter." me, 
he I Un,., “to have no religion ; han

to a! “Uv ' ? "ne ,w‘n" “et it wa. 
to that Deiuliar jieoide, the dew,, who 
lived «hill off from the re.t of the u. rid 
by mountain and «ea, that .lean, «ne 
■Xmer wa, any nation letter i.„„ , ,e,i

umide who are not wire an,I virtu,,,, 
maintain them. Under Joshua, the nn- 
censor of Mosul, Israel inherited the p.o 
mwed land. Ihe tribe# dwelling therein 
although never entirely destroyed. v,ne 
bnought into subjection. But *i,»n |« 
nicl had no foreign foe. they fought am
ïsiîe !,e?r‘fVtt,i LTbcre WllN ki,l« ■"
Ismel, that which every man did x .is 
nglit in I,* own eye#." A wild revenge 
obliterated the tribe of Bcnjainin. w hilv 
many enow were unpunished. At. cngih 
he judgtw. the iieople sought relict, not 

by returning to God. but by imitating the 
mitions about them. Agauint the ,-mi- 
mamls of Hod. Samuel grantisl them 
king, and under Solomon the nation out. 
rivalled its neighbor» in a false gh»n 
which, like the magnificence of vutumii 
leav'es. was only iiulieutive of appr »a diing 
death. In the reign of Solomon's sui- 
cewor ten tribe# neceiled. and Ihe nation 
w„, rvmt m twain. X », „
tuwished at Samaria, and here i ter the 
history of Israel flow,# in a divi ling 
stream. Israel at Samaria and Judah at 
Jerusalem. After two hundred \u.i# oi 
increasing wickedness Israel was carried 

y into Assyria. Judah remained. I 
nraetieed a false religion, and. soon out - 
rivalling her sister in wickedness, was 
carried away into Babylonian capti 
Finally after long years of night the 
tame. Like the prodigal won. Judah 
"lient hpixelf in idolatry. She grew tired 
of its empty husks, and coming to heiself 
she «rune and returned to JeriHulom. 
Under Nehemiah tlie walls were rebuilt.
I nder Kara the law was read before the 
people. They were once more a nation 
with a divine law and wondiip in their 
midst. But. alas! the nation «lid not long 
survive. Soon they were subject to Al
exander. and then Home seized the reins. 
Her governors sat on the throne of Da 
vid. Her soldier# were in every province.

chafing people were kept in subjec
tion to the corruption of llome. The 
Church outrivalled the State in its de
generacy. Her priesthood, greedy, disso
lute. ami infidel, demanded unlawful fe«*# 
fur every temple service, disgraced lin

ing the tliousaivis Judati, 
have a mission here, with 

041 im|sirtaut work to do and a great 
future to hsik forward to. Lt is true 
historically that tlie main impulse <if tlie 

Presbyterian 
Church in England and to multiply tlie 
congregations, which marked the middle 
of the lost centu

movement to revive the old

was the duty of 
following our brethren who were leaving 
ihe Soottiah and Irish Churches to make 
their homes in the South. But this was 
a motive which was stronger and 
o|»enative then than It is now. when 
lines of doctrine and eœlesiaütiual dis 
tinetion are much less sharply drawn, 
and it has in consequence become much 
easier and more natural to worship and 
work with people of other Churches.

We shall always reckon it a duty and 
vide congenial Church

wy,

acuouni ina privilege to 
homes for i

mi provide 
immigrant 

great Presbyterian family, but none of 
us would tie content with such a limited 
sphere and outlook. We belleve that we 
are called, not merely to tend a «ielicate 
exotic, but to furnish an efficient force 
for tile great service in which all tlie 
Churches are engaged, the bringing in 
of the kingdom of (iod, the building of 
“Jerusalem in England's green and 
pleasant, land." In a work eu gigantic 
there is no tear of our finding ourselves 
a sujiernunverary toroe; and we are 
greatly encouraged by the cordial wel 
come which all the Evangelical Church 
es have given us, and the brotherly 
spirit in which they accept uur co oper 
tttion. We are not only treated a\s 
brothers, but it often seems as if spe 
vial consideration were shown us lx* 
yond what numerically we have a right 
to claim, wiucli may lie partly due to 
the feeling that, though we are small in 
England, we represent one of tlie larg 
est ami strongest Cl lurches of Evangeli 
cal Christendom.

Besides .this share in the present work 
of the churches, we believe til 
a special cuntribuLhm to make to the 
great. Church, or Federation 
Churches, that is to be. V\e do not ex 
pect tlie future Church to be a repro
duction of the Presbyterianism which 
was set aside in the seventeenth 
tury; but we do expect it to include all 
the best elements of the Presbyterian 
ay stem, which we firmly 
truly apostolic. We look forward to a 
great Church re union in England, truly 
catholic because free from sectarian ex 
elusiveness, acknowledging as brethern 
all of every name ami clime who 
faithful followers of the one great King 
and Head of tlie Church; and to this 
we have our contribution to make. We 
have learned much ami gained much 
from other Churches; and other Church 
es may not lie without debt to us. We 
believe that there is some value towards 
the constitution of the Church or Union 
of Churches that is to be, in our high 
•standard of ediioation for the ministry, 
not only in ants ami general scholarship, 
but in thoroughness of theological 
training; in the realization of minis, 
ferial brotherhood, a proof of which may 
lx* seen In the working of our “Sustenta, 
tiun Fund"; ami in our strong Church 
position, not recently taken up, but held 
from the beginning, for we have never 
unchurched ourselves by accepting such 
negative designations as "Noncouft 
ist.s or “Dissenters." We are the more 
likely to be of service that we are quite 
ready to confess our faults, which We 
trust we have forsaken, ov are forsaking 
—our rigidity, sometimes frigidity, our 
slowness to move; mir liyner Calvinism 
of the old time, and the spirit, now ban 
pily extinct, which gave Milton, in his 
time, only too good c-iuse t<, say, “New 
presbyter is but. old nriest writ large." 
And we cannot heln noticing that, while 
we are moving towards ideals which 
other Churches have kept more in view

members of the

lopetul 
w ard nut to tne ►ui

dug of tlie kingdom of Uod and live 
blishment of a truly catholic ami

had

at we have
KIND TO ANIMALS.

of the
In the cities and towns of -this 

try cruelty to animals often furnishes oc 
casion fur paragraphs in tiie newspapers, 
nut very complimentary to those people 
who ill-treat dumb animals, and who 
sometimes carry cruelty to tlie extent 
of ill treating human beings—-Chinamen, 
fur Instance. They should learn a lesson 
from the Chinamen. In no country in 
the world are dumb animals ibet-ter 
treated -than in China A writer in "Our 
Dumb Animals," says: “They never 
punish; hence a mule that In the 
hands of a foreigner would be useless 
or dangerous to those about it, becomes 
in the possession of a Chinaman as it 
lamb. We never beheld a runaway, a 
jibing or a vicious mule or pony in a 
Chinaman's employment, but found the 
same rattling, tiheerful pac 
over heavy or light roads, 
a tur-r or elukk, tiie bey 
the night or left, and stopping 
a hint from the reins. This tre 
extended to all tiie animals they press 
into service. Often have I admired the 
toot exhibited in getting a large drove 
of sheep through narrow, crowded streets 
and alleys, by merely having a little boy 
lead one of the flock «in front ; the others 
steadily following. Cattle, pigs 
birds are equally well cared for."
Mr. Burlingame was U. 8. Minister to 
China he was asked whether a society for 
the prevention of cruelty to animals 
ought not to be formed in China. His 
reply was that tinere was no such thing 
in China as cruelty to animals; the 
Chinese were about the kindest people in 
country.

Thebelieve to lie

iur every temple service, ilingra. 
religion they professed by tlie wi« 

and herot their live#, and became the ilisriplw 
of Sadduceeiam—u materialistic pliihwopln 
which denied the immortality of the until 
and the reality of the spiritual exist» me. 
The temple waa rebuilt, but its true glory 
had lung since departed. For four hun
dred yearn no prophet h»«l lx*en heard in 
the land. The Scripture# hail given way 
to a body of oral tradition# -which were 
the work of human hands, and which for 
the most itart were compiled of trivial
ities. Judaism remained. The nation re
tained it# name, but not it# national life. 
The Church held on to it# form. but. with
out the Hfe of piety, it resembled a tree 
in winter #4ripped of its foliage and fro 
zen at it# roots. Tlie world wa# ready and 
waiting for a lietter «lay. In the mean
time Herod was unconsciously fulfilling 
the prophecy of the amient patriarch. 
“The «centre will not depart from Jud 
nor the lawgiver From between hi# feel 
until Shiloh come, and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people Ik-." Lutheran 
i roeerver.
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Tlie name of Principal Rainy wa* on 
the 8th inst. formally removed from tlie 
roll x>f the Presbytery of Edinburgh of 
the,United Free Chmvh, of which lie had 
lx*en a member for more than 50 year*.

Property estimated at over half a mil
lion sterling lias been destroyed liy a 
lire in the (liineee quaker of Rankok. 
The fire i* said to he the largest that lia* 
ever occurred in the Siamese capital.

The patent of nobili 
kingdom of Christ is 
which a man girds himself fur service.— 
G. Campbell Morgan.
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