THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF
ENGLAND.

By Rev. ). Monro bson, M.A., D.D.
While we Presbyterians in England
uever allow ourselves to forret that we
are little among the thousanus gf Judah,
we think we have a mission here, with
W dmportant work to do and a great
future tw look forward to. It is true
historically that the main impulse of the
moveinent to revive the old Presbyterian
Church in England and to maltiply the
congregations, which marked the middle
of the last century, was the duty of
following our brethren who were leaving
the Scottish and Lrish Churches to make
their homes in the South. But this was
# motive which was stronger and more
operative then than it is now, when
lines of doctrine and ecelesiastical dis
tinction are much less sharply drawn,
. and it has in q L much
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than we have, they, on their side, are

moving towards ddeals of ours. Of thi-
kind is the movement which was heaa
ed by the late Dr. Parker towards the
consolidation  of  the Congregationai
Churches; and the saie or a similar goal
was in view in the remarkable speeches
of some of the leaders of the Baptist
Union at its recent wmeetings; while the
negotiations in progress among our Me
thodist brethern (already Presbyterian in
Chureh government) point in the direc
tion of a further assimilation to our
system in the matter of lay representa
tion  and  adiinistration.

Our nuwmerical sud tinancial progress,
though not quite so rapid in proportion
1 our size as in the days of what we
niay call the Presbyterian Kevivial, 1s
still steady and encouraging; we luve
len ol tue greatest prouause in tue
younger rauks ol the wministry, aud tone

easier and more natural to worship and
work with people of other Churches,

We shall always reckon it a duty and
@ privilege to provide congenial Church
homes for immigraut membars of the
great Presbyterian family, but none of
us would be content with such a limited
sphere and outlook., We believe that we
are called, not merely to tend a delicate
exotic, but to furnish an efficient force
for the great service in which all the
Churches are engaged, the bringing in
of the kingdom of God, the building of
“Jerusalem in  England's green  and
pleasant land.” In a work so gigantic
there is no fear of our finding ourselyes
@ supernumerary torce; and we are
greatly eacouraged by the cordial wel
come which all the Evangelical Church
es have given us, and the brotherly
spirit in which they accept our co oper
ation.  We are not only treated ass
brothers, but it often seems as if spe
vial consideration were shown us be-
yond what numerically we have a right
to claim, which may be partly due to
the feeling that, though we are small in
England, we represent one of the larg-
est and strongest Churches of Evangeli-
cal Christendom.

Besides this share in the present work
of the churches, we believe that we have
a4 special contribution to make to the
great. Church, or Federation of the
Churches, that is to be. We do not ex
pect the future Church to be a repru
duction of the Presbyterianism which
was set aside in the seventeenth ceu
tury; but we do expect it to include all
the best elements of the Presbyterian
system, which we firmly believe to be
truly apostolic. We look forward to
great Church re-union in England, truly
catholic because free from sectarian ex
clusiveness, acknowledging as brethern
all of every name and clime who are
faithful followers of the one great King
and Head of the Church: and to this
we have our contribution to make, We
have learned much and gained much
from other Churches: and other Church
€5 may not be without debt to us. We
believe that there is some value towards
the constitution of the Ghurch or Union
of Churches that is to be, in our high
standard of education for the ministry,
not only in ars and general scholarshin,
but in thoroughness of theological
training; in the realization of minis.
terial brotherhood. a nroof of which may
be seen in the working of our “Sustenta.
tion Fund”: and in our strong Church
position, not recently taken up, but held
from the beginning, for we have never
unchurched ourselves by accepting such
negative designations as *Nonconform-
ists” or “Dissenters.”” We are the more
likely to be of service that we are quite
ready to confess our faults, which we
trust we have forsaken, ow are f rsaking
—our rigidity, sometimes frigiditv, onr
slowness to move, our hyver Calvinisem
of the old time, and the sparit, now han
pily extinet. which gave Milton, in his
time, only too good cause to say, “New
presbyter is but old priest writ large.”
And we cannot help noticing that, while
we are moving towards ideals which
other Churches have kept more in view

s Ol our college at Cambridge,
where we are walning lkoglishmen ior
the English pulpit, gives us great hope
for the tuture; tnough on weeount ot
our limited resources, we have no i
mense central missious wilcn appeal to
the eye and to the unagination, we have
a lurge number of faintul, seil denying
wen doing excellent service 1 the dark
est places ol the home heia; and vur
foreign work 1s, we believe, larger anua
IHOre  SUCCESSTUL 10 PIOPOTWOn o our
nubers and resources tnan that of uhy
other Caurch in Christendom, with the
slugle exception of the Moraviaus, we
have suffered financially in common watn
ulliel  AruuliLaWOLS  dung  the  past
years ol depression, vut tie general il
berality of the Church has Leen na
tained; and thus year the munitivent
gift of £50,000 by Sir William Dunn for
Home wnd Foreign Missions, and the
training of the miuistry, has given a
uew impulse to our energy and nopeful
ness. We look eagerly forward not to the
triumph of Presbyterianism, but to the
coming of the kingdom of God and the
establishment of a truly catholic and
apostolic Church or Federation, which
will include all the Churches of Christ
that are true to Him and to His gospel
of redeeming love.

KIND TO ANIMALS,

In the cities and towns of this coun
try cruelty to animals often furnishes o
casion for paragraphs in the newspapers,
not very complimentary to those people
who ill-treat dwmb animals, and who
sometimes carry cruelty to the extent
of ill-treating human beings—Chinamen,
for instance. They should learn a lesson
from the Chinamen. In no country in
the world are dumb animals betier
treated than in China. A writer in “Our
Dumb Animals,” says: “They never
punish; hence a mule that in the
hands of a foreigner would be useless
or dangerous to those about it, becomes
in the possession of a Chinaman as a
lamb.  We never beheld a runaway, a
jibing or a vicious mule or pony in a
Chinaman's employment, but found the
same rattling, cheerful pace maintained
over heavy or light roads, by means of
a turr or cluk-k, the beast turning to
the night or left, and stopping with but
a hint from the reins, This treatment is
extended to all the animals they press
into service, Often have I admired the
taot exhibited in getting a large drove
of sheep through narrow, crowded streets
and alleys, by merely having a little boy
lead one of the flock in front; the others
steadily following.  Cattle, pigs and
birds are equally well cared for.” When
Mr. Burlingame was U. 8, Minister to
China he was asked whether a society for
the prevention of cruelty to animals
ought not to be formed in China. His
reply was that there was no such thing
in China as cruelty to animals; the
Ohinese were about the kindest people in
country.

The patent of nobiliy within the
kingdom of Christ is the towel with
which a man girds himself for service.—
G. Campbell Morgan.
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THE M!'DDLE AGES OF JEWISH
HISTORY.

By Rev, J. L. Sicber.

The dark picture which the Apostle
I:-ll_ll gives us in the first chapte s of s
Epistle to the Romans is not too dark to
describe the ruin and despair into which
the pagan world had fallen prior to the
coming of Christ. The great herd of vods
to which they boawed down were only a
license for sin. “It were better,” cries
the pagan Pliny, “to have no religion than
to have such a one as ours.” But it was
to that peculiar people, the Jews, who
lived shut off from the rest of the werld
by mountain and sea, that Jesus cene,
Never Was any nation  better equiyied
with civil and “religious inst{tutions a
the Hebrew people. Never has A aatiom
by a history so terrible illustrated (he
insufliciency  of these things to save a
people who are not wise and virtuows to
maintain them. Under Joshua, the eue.
cessor of Moses, Israel inherited the o
mised land. The tribes dwelling therein,
although never entirely destroyed, ere
brought into subjection. But wien s
rael had no foreign foe, they fought am
ong themselves. “There was no King n
Israel; that which every man dild vas
right in his own eyes.” A wild revenge
obliterated the tribe of Benjamin, while
many crimes were unpunished. .\ ength,
the judges, the people sought reliet, not
by returning to God, but by imitating the
nations about them. Againet the (om.
mands of God, Samuel granted tuem o
king. and under Solomon the nation out-
rivalled its neighbors in a false glory
which, like the magnificence of autumm
leaves, was only indicative of approaching
death. In the reign of Solomon's suc.
cessor ten tribes seceded, and the wation
Was rent in twain, A rew capital rus os
tablished at Samaria, and hereiter fie

history of lsrtael flows in g divi fing
stream. Israel at Samaria and Judah ot
Jerusalem.  Aiter two hundred yewrs of

increasing  wickedness lIsracl was carriced
away into Assyria. Judah remained, but
vracticed a false religion, and, soon ou-
rivalling her sister in wickedness, was
carried away into Babylonian captivity.
Finally after long years of night the dav
came. Like the prodigal son, Judah had
spent hemself in idolatry. She grew tired
of its empty husks, and coming to herself

she arose and returned to Jerusalem,
Under Nehemiah the walls were rebwlt.
Under the law was read before the
people. They were once more a nation
with a divine law and womship in their
midst.  But, alas! the nation did not long
survive. Soon they were subject to Al

exander, and then Rome seized the reins.
Her governors sat on the throne of Da

vid. Her soldiers were in every province.
The chafing people were kept in subjec
tion to the corruption of Rome,
Church

The
outrivalled the State in its de-
v. Her priesthood, greedy. disso
l infidel, demanded unlawiul fees
for every temple service, disgrace
religion they professed by the wic
of their lives, and became the
of Sadduceeism—a materialistic ph
which denied the immortality of the wonl
and the reality of the spiritual existence,
The temple was rebuilt, but its true glory
had long since departed. For four hun-
dred years no prophet had been heard in
the land. The Scriptures had given way
to a body of oral traditions which were
the work of human hands, and which for
the most part were composed of .
ities. Judaism remained. The nation re
tained its name, but not its national life.
The Church held on to its form. but, with
out the life of piety, it resembled a tree
in winter #tripped of its foliage and fro
zen at its roots. The world was ready and
waiting for a hetter day. In the mean-
time fh-rml was unconsciously  fultilling
the prophecy of the ancient patriarch.
“The sceptre will not depart from Judah
nor the lawgiver from between his feet
until Shiloh come, and unto him shall the
@athering of the people be.”- Lutheran
Ohserver.

The name of Principal Rainy was on
the 8th inst. formally removed from the
voll of the Presbytery of Edinhurgh of
the United Free Church, of which he had
been a member for more fhan 50 years,
Property estimated at over half a mil-
lion sterling has been destroyed by a
fire in the Chinese quafter of Bankok.
The fire is said to be the largest that has
ever occurred in the Siamese capital.




